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A LETTER 

TO A 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

IN IRELAND, 
tfPON CHOOSING A NEW SPEAKER THERE, 1708. 



SIR, 

TOU may easily believe I am not at all surprised at 
trhat joU tell me, since it is but a confirmation of my 
own conjecture that I sent you last week, and made you 
my reproaches upon at a venture. It looks exceedingly 
strange, yet I believe it to be a great truth, that in order 
to carry a point in your house, tiie two following circum* 
stances are of great advantage : first, to have an ill 
cause ; and, secondly, to be a minority. For both these 
circumstances are extremely apt to invite men, to make 
them assiduous in their attendance, watchful of opportu- 
nities, zealous for gaining over proselytes, and often suc*- 
cessful; vhich is not to be wondered at, when favour 
and interest are on the side of their opinion. Whereas, 
on the contrary, a majority with a good cause are neg- 
ligent and supine. They think it sufficient to declare 
themselves upon opinion in favour of theu: party ; but, 
soling against the tide of favour and preferment, they 
are easily scattered and driven back. In short, they 
want a common principle to cement, and motive to spirit 
them: for, the bare acting upon a principle from the 
(Rotates of a good conscience, or prospect of serving the 
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public, will not go very far, under the present dispositiooi 
of mankind. This was amply verified last session of par- 
liament, upon occasion of the money bill, the merits of 
which I shall not pretend to examine. It is enough, that 
upon the first news of its transmission hither, in the form 
in which it afterward appeared, the members, upon dis- 
course with their friends, seemed unanimous against it; I 
mean those of both parties, except a few, who were looked 
upon as persons ready to go any lengths presciibed them 
by the court. Yet, with only a weak canvassing among 
ft very few hands, the bill passed, after a full debate, by 
a very great majority. Yet, I believe, you will hardly 
attempt persuading me, or any body else, that one man 
in ten, of those who changed their language, were moved 
by reasons any way affecting the merits of the cause, but 
merely through hope, fear, indolence, or good manners. 
iN'ay, I have .been assured from good hands, that there 
was still a number sufficient to make a majority against 
the bill, if they had not apprehended the other side t« 
be secure ; and therefore thought it imprudence, by de- 
claring themselves, to disoblige the government, to no 
purpose. 

Reflecting upon this, and forty other passages, in the 
several houses of commons since the revolution, makes 
me apt to think, there is nothing a chief governor can 
be commanded to attempt here, wherein he may not suc- 
ceed, with a very competent share of address, and with 
such assistance, as he will always find ready at his de- 
votion. And therefore I repeat what I said at first, that 
I am not at all surprised at what you tell me. For, if 
there had been the least spark of public spirit left, those 
who wished well to their country, and its constitution in 
church and state, should, u[X)u the first news of the late 
Bpeaker's promotion (and you and I know it might have 
been done a great deal sooner) have immediately gone 
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fegetlier» and consulted about the fittest person to suc- 
ceed him. But, by all I can comprehend, you have 
been so far from proceeding thus, that it hardly ever 
came into any of your heads. And the reason you give, 
is the worst in tlie vorld : That none offered themselves, 
and you knew not whom to pitch npon. It seems, how- 
ever, the other party was moi'e resolved, or at least not 
80 modest : for, you say, your vote is engaged against 
your opinion, and several gentlemen in my neighbour- 
hood tell me the same story of themselves. This, I con- 
fess, is of an unusual strain, and a good many steps be- 
low any condescensions a court will, I hope, ever require 
from you. I shall not trouble myself to inquire who is 
the person, for whom you and others are engaged, or 
whether there be more candidates from that side than 
one. You tell me nothing of cither ; and I never 
thought it worth t]ie question to any body else. But, 
in so weighty an affair, and against your judgment, I 
cannot look upon you as irrecoverably determiued. 
Therefore I desire you will give me leave to reason 
with you a little upon the subject ; lest your compliance, 
or inadvertency, should put you upon what you may 
have cause to repent of, as long as you live. 

You know very well, the great business of the high 
flying whigs, at this juncture, is to endeavour a repeal 
of the test clause. You know Tikewise that tlie moderate 
men, both of high and low church, profess to be wholly 
averse from this des^n, as tliinking it beneath tl)e policy 
of common gardeners, ta cut down the only hedge that 
shelters from the north. Now I will put the case : If 
the person to whom you have promised your vote, be 
one, of whom you have the least apprehension, that he 
will promote or assent to the repealing of that clause, 
whether it be decent or proper he should be the mouth 
«f aa asBend^lyy whereof a very great majority pretends 
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England, those arc Avhat they are sure to be most ioduiH 
trlous in cuhivating and spreading. Agriculture, irhidi 
has been the principal care of all wise nations, and fur 
the encouragement \rhereof there are so many statute 
laAvs in England, we countenance so well, that the land- 
lords are every where, by penal clauses, absolutely pro- 
liibiting their tenants from ploughing ;* not satisfied te 
confine them within certain limitations, as is the prac- 
tice of the English : one effect of which is already seen 
in the prodigious dearness of corn, and the importation 
of it from London, as the cheaper market. Aud be- 
cause people are the riches of a country, and that our 
neighbours have done, and are doing, all that in them 
lies to make our wool a drug ta us, and a monopoly to 
them ; therefore, the politic gentlemen of Ireland have 
depopulated vast tracts of the best land, for the feeding 
of sheep. 

I could fill a volume as large as the history of the 
wise men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of some 
wonderful laws and customs, we have observed within 
thirty years past. It is true, indeed, our beneficial traf- 
fic of wool with France, bas been our only suppon for 
several years, furnishing us with all the little money we 
have to pay our rents, and go to market. But our 
merchants assure me, this trade has received a great 
damp by the present fluctuating condition of the coin in 
France; that most of their wine is paid for in specie> 
without carrying thither any commodity from hence. 

However, since we are so universally bent upon en- 
larging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, what we 

» It was the practice of Irish fonners to wear out their ground witli 
ploughing, neither manuring nor letting it lie fallow ; and when their 
leases were near expired, they ploughed even the meadows, and made 
such havoc, that the landlords, by their zeal to prevent it, were be- 
teajed into this pemicioas measure. F. 
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iball do with our wool, in case Barnstable''^ should be 
overstocked, and our French commerce should fail ? 

I oould wish the parliament had thought fit to have 
nspeodcd their regulation of church matters, and en- 
largemeuts of the prerogative, until a more convenient 
time, because they did not appear very pressing, at least 
to the persons principally concerned ; and, instead of 
these great refinements in politics and divinity, had 
tmused themselves and their committees a little with the 
state of the natiou* For example : what if the house of 
commons had thought ftt to make a resolution, nemine 
imUradictnte^ against wearing any cloth or stuff in their 
families, which were not of the growth and manufacture 
of this kingdom ? What if they had extended it so far 
as utterly to exclude all silks, velvets, calicoes, and the 
whole lexicon of female fopperies ; and declared, that 
whoever acted otherwise should be deemed aud reputed 
an enemy to the nation ? What if they had sent up such 
a resolution to be agreed to by the house of lords ; and 
by their own practice and encouragement, spread the ex- 
ecution of it in their several counties ? What if we 
should agree to make burying in woollen a fashion, as 
our neighbours have made it a law ? What if the ladies 
would be content with Irish stulTs for the furniture of 
their houses, for gowns and petticoats for themselves and' 
their daughters ? Upon the whole, aud to crown all the 
rest, let a firm resolution be taken by male and female, 
never to appear with one single shred that comes from 
England, and let all the people say, amen. 

I hoi)e and believe, i^othing could please his majesty 
better, than to hear tlmt his loyal subjects of both sexes 
10 this kingdom celebrated his birth-day (now approach- 



f A tea-port in Devonshire, at that time the principal market 
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Eoclaxid for Irish wool. F. 



I A A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 

ing) universally dad in their own manufacture;* Is 
there virtue enough left in this deluded people, to save 
them from the brink of ruin ? If the men's opinions may 
be taken, the ladies will look as handsome in stuffs as io 
brocades; and since all will be equal, there may be room 
enough to employ their wit and fancy, in choosing and 
matching patterns and colours. I heard the late arch- 
bishop of Tuam mention a pleasant observation of some* 
body's, that Ireland would never be happy, till a law 
were made for burning every thing that came from £ng« 
land, except their people and their coals. I must am* 
fess, that as to the former, I should not be sony if they 
would stay at iiome ; and for the latter, I hope, in a 
little time, we shall have no occasion for them. 

Non tanii initra est, non tantijudicis oslru m 

but I should rejoice to see a staylace from England be 
thought scandalous, and become a topic for censure at 
visits and tea-tables. 

If the unthinking shopkeepers in this town had not 
been utterly destitute of common sense, they would have 
made some proposal to the pai-liament, with a petition 
to the purpose I have mentioned ; promising to improve 
the cloths and stuffs of the nation into all possible de- 
grees of fineness and colours, and engaging not to play 
tlie knave, according to tlieir custom, by exacting and 
imposing upon the nobility and gentry, either as to the 
prices or the goodness. For I remember, in Londoo» 
upon a general mourning, the rascally mercers and wool- 
lendrapers would in four and twenty hours raise, their 

* Her grace tbe duchess of Dorset, the lord lieutenant^s lady, h 
said to have appeared at the Castle in Dublin wholly clad in thie 
manu&cture of Ireland, pn his ma\jesty*s birth-day, 1753. F, ^ 
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dotln and silks to above a double price; and if the 
raoumiiig coDtioued long, theu come whining with peti- 
^oos to the court, that they were ready to starve, and 
their fineries \^j upon their hands. 

I could wish pur shopkeepers would immediately think 
OD this propeedl, addressing it to all persons of quality 
and others ; but first be sure to get somebody who can 
write sense, to put it into form. 

I think it needless to eichort the clergy to follow this 
good example; because in a little time, those among 
them, who are so unfortunate as to have had their birth 
and education in this country, will think themselves 
abundantly happy, when they can afford Irish crape, 
and an Athlone hat; and as to the others, I shall nol 
presume to direct them. I have indeed seen the present 
archbishop of Dublin^ clad from head to foot in our own 
manufacture ; and y«t, under the rose be it spoken, his 
grace deserves as good a gown as if he had not been bom 
among us. 

I have not courage enough to offer one syllable on 
this subject to their honours of the army ; neither have 
• I sufficiently considered the great importance of scarlet 
and gdd lace. 

The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this 
purpose. The goddess had heard of one Arachne, a 
young virgin veiy famous for spinning and weaving : 
they both met upon a trial of skill; and Pallas finding 
henelf almost equalled in her own art, stung with rage 
and envy, knocked her rival down, and turned her into 
a spider ; enjoining her to spin and weave for ever out 
of her own bowels, and in a very narrow compass. I con- 
fess, that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and 

V Dr. William King. N. 
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could never heartily love the goddess, on account of so* 
cruel and unjust a sentence ; which however is fully ex- 
ecuted upon us by England) with farther additions of 
rigour and severity ; for the greatest part of our bowels 
and vitals is extracted, without allowing us the liberty 
of spinning and weaving them. 
• The Scripture tells us that " oppression makes a wise 
man mad ;" therefore, consequently speaking, the reasou 
why some men are not mad, is because they are not 
wise : however it were to be wished that oppression 
would in time teach a little wisdom to fools. 

I was much delighted with a person, who has a great 
estate in this kingdom, upon his complaints to me, how 
grievously poor England suffers by impositions from Ire^ 
land : that we convey our own wool to France, in spite 
of ail the harpies at the custom-house : that Mr. Shuttle* 
worth, and others on the Cheshire coasts, are such fools- 
tQ sell us their bark at a good price for tanning our owor 
hides into leather, with other enormities of the like 
weight and kind. To which I will venture to add more : 
that the mayoralty of this city is always executed by aa 
inhabitant, and often by a native, which might as well be- 
done by a deputy with a moderate salary, whereby 
poor England loses at least one thousand pounds a year 
upon the balance : that the governing of this kingdom: 
costs the lord lieutenant three thousand six hundred 
pounds a year; so- much net loss to poor England : that 
the people of Ireland presume to dig for coals on their 
own grounds ; andHhe farmers in the county of Wicklow 
send their turf to the very market of Dublin, to the great 
discouragement of the coal trade of Mostyn and White^ 
kaven :^ that the revenues of the post office here, so 

* MofflTQ io Flintshire, and Whitehaven in Cumbtrlasd. F. 
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Mghteoiuty beloi^iDg to the Eoglisb treasury, as arising 
chiefly from our own commerce with each other, should 
be remitted to London clogged with that grievous bur- 
den of exchange ; and the pensions paid out of the Irish 
revenues to English favourites, should lie under the same 
disadvantage, to the great loss of the grantees. When a 
divine is sent over to a bishoprick here, with the hopes 
of five-and-twenty hundred pounds a year, and upon his 
arrival he finds^ alas ! a dreadful discount of ten ot 
twelve per cent : a judge, or a commissioner of the re^ 
venue, has the same cause of complaint. Lastly, the 
ballad upon Cotter is vehemently suspected to be Irish 
manufacture ; and yet is allowed to be sung in our open 
streets, under the very nose of the government; 

These are a few among the many hardships we put 
upon that poor kingdom of England ; for which, I am 
confident, every honest man wishes a remedy: and I 
hear, there is a project on foot, for transporting our best 
wheaten straw by sea and land carriage to Dunstable ; 
and obliging us by a law to take olT yearly so many ton 
of straw bats,^ for tlie use of our women ; which will be 
a great encouragement to the manufacture of that indus- 
trious town. 

I should be glad to learn among the divines, whether 
a law to bind men without their own consent be obliga- 
toiy inforo canscientite ; because I find, Scripture, San- 
derson, and SuaresB, are wholly silent on the matter. 
The oracle of reason, the great law of nature, and gene- 
ral opinion of civilians, wherever they treat of limited 
governments, are indeed decisive enough. 

It is wonderful to observe the bias among our people 
in favour of things, persons, and wares, of all kinds, that 

* The Dean had very little idea of the amazing extent to which 
•he nianii/acture of straw hats in the neighbourhood of Dunstable bay 
been since carried. N. 
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come from EoglaDcl. The printer tells his hawkers^ that 
he has got an excellent new song jUst brought from LoA- 
don. I have somewhat of a tendency that way myself; 
and upon hearing a coxcomb from thence displaying 
himself with great Tolubility upon the park, the play- 
house, the opera, the gaming-ordinaries, it was apt to 
beget in me a kind of veneration for his parts and acr 
complishments. Xt is not many years, since I rememb^ 
a person, who by his style and literature seems to have 
been the connector of a hedge-press in some blind alley 
about Little Britain, proceed gradually to be an author, 
at least a translator* of a lower rate, although somewhat 
of a larger bulk, than any that now flourishes in Grub- 
street ; and upon the strength of this foundation, come 
over here, erect liimself up into an orator and politician^ 
and lead a kingdom after liim. This, I am told, was the 
very motive that prevailed on the authorf of a play, cal- 
led, ' Love in a Hollow Tree,' to do us the honour of a 
visit; presuming, with a very good reason, that he was 
a writer of a superior class. I know another, who for 
thirty years past has been the common standard of etxt 
pidity in England, where he was never heard a minute 
in any assembly, or by any party, with common Chija- 
tian treatment; yet upon his arrival here, could put on 
a face of importance and authority, talk more than nx, 
without either gracefulness, propriety, or meaning; and 
at the same time be admired and followed as the pattern 
of eloquence and wisdom. 

Nothing has humbled me so much, or shown a greater 
disposition to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland, in 
some chief governors, than that high style of several 

* Supposed to be Osar^s Commentaries, dedicated to the Duke of 
MarlboroiiKh, by Colonel Bladen. H. ^ 

j Lord OrimitOD. B. 
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speeches from the throae, delivered as usual after the 
rq^al aBseut, in sorae periods of the two last reigns,! 
Such exafgeratious of the prodigious condescensions in 
the prince to pass those good laws, would have but an 
odd sound at Westminster : neither do I apprehend how 
any good law can pass, wherein Uie king's interest is 
not as much concerned as that of the people. I remem- 
ber, after a speech on the like occasion, delivered by my 
Lord Wharton,t (I think it was his last) he desired Mr. 
Addison to ask my opinion on it : my answer was, '^ That 
his excellency had very honestly forfeited his head, on 
account of one paragraph ; wherein he asserted, by plain 
consequence, a dispensing power in the queen." His 
lorddiip owned it was true, but swore ** the words were 
put into his mouth by direct orders from court.'* 
Whence it is clear, that some ministers in those times 
were apt from their high elevation, to look down upon 
this kingdom, as if it had been one of their colonies of 
outcasts in America. And I observed a little of the 
same turn of spirit in some great men from whom I ex- 
pected better; although to do them justice, it proved ne 
kind of difficulty to make them correct their idea» 
whereof the whole nation quickly found the benefit. 
But that is foigotten. How the style has since run, I 
am wholly a stranger ; having never seen a speech since 
the last of the queen. 

I would now expostulate a little with our country 
landlords ; who, by unmeasurable screwing and racking 
their tenants all over the kingdom, have already reduc- 
ed the miserable people to a worse condition than the 
peasants in France, or the vassals in Germany and Po« 
land ; so that the whole species of what we call substanr 
t4al farmers, will, in a very few years, be utterly at an 

* Lord Ueutenant, Hi 
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end. It was pleasant to observe these geDtlemeo, laboatw 
iojz: with all their might, for preveotiog the bishops from 
lettin": their revenues at a moderate half value, (whereby 
the whole order would, in an age, have been reduced to 
manifest beggary) at the very instant when they were 
•very where canting* their own land upon short leasee 
and sacrificing their oldest tenants for a penny an acre 
advance. I know not how it comes to pass (and yet per- 
haps I know well enough) that slaves have a natural 
disposition to be tyrants ; and that when my betters give 
me a kick, I am apt to revenge it with six upon my foot- 
man ; although perhaps he may be an honest and diligent 
fellow. I have heard great divines affirm, that notliing^ 
is so likely to call down a universal judgment from Hea- 
ven upon a nation, as universal oppression ; and whether 
this be not already verified in part, their worships the 
landlords are now at full leisure to consider. Whoever 
travels this country, and observes the face of mature, or 
the faces and habits and dwellings of the natives, will' 
hai'dly tliink himself in a land, where law, religion, or 
common humanity is professed. 

I cannot forbear saying one word upon a thing they 
call a bank, which I fear is projecting in this town.t I 
never saw the proposals, nor understand any one parti- 
cular of their scheme : what I wish for at present, is only 
a sufficient provision of hemp, and caps and bells, to dls- 
tributej according to the several degrees of honesty and 
prudence in some persons. I hear only of a monstrous 
sum already named ; and if others do not soon hear of 
it too, and bear with a vengeance, then I am a gentleman 

* Canting Uieir land is letting it to thehigheft bidder.— Cant tig- 
ni6es ilie sa me as auction . F . 

t This project for a bank in Ireland was soon afterward brought ia 
to parliament, and rqected. F. 

t It should be-to* be didtrlbated.* S. 
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[ess sagacity, than myself, aod a verj few beside take 
to be. And the jest will be still the better, if it be 
e, as judicious persons have assured me, that one half 
iltogether imaginary. The matter will be likewise 
icfa mended, if the merchants continue to carry off our 
d, and our goldsmiths to melt d.OT^n our heavy silver- 
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AN ESSAY ON ENGLISH BUBBLES. 



BY THOSCAS HOPE, ESa* 



To the Right Revereod, Right Honourable, and Right 
Worshipful, and to the Reverend, Honourable, jind 
Worshipful, &c. Company of Stockjobbers ; whether 
Honest or Dishonest, Pious or Impious, Wise or other- 
wise, Male or Female, Young or Old, One with 
Another, who have suffered Depredations by the laie 
Bubbles: Greeting, 

Having received the following scheme from Dublioy 
I give you the earliest notice how you may retrieve db- 
cus ET TUTAMBN,* which you Jiave sacrificed by permits 
in bubbles. This project is founded on a parliamentary 
security ; besides, the Devil is in it if it can fail, since a 
dignitary of the churchf is at the head of it. Therefore 
you who havlg subscribed to the stocking insiurance, and 
are out at the heels, may soon appear tight about the leg ; 
you who encourage the hemp manufacture may leave 
the halter to rogues, and prevent the odium oifelo de se. 
Medicinal virtues are to be had without the expense and 
hazard of a dispensary : you may sleep without dream- 
ing of bottles at your tail, and a looking glass shall not 
affright you : and, since the glass bubble proved as brit- 
tle as its ware, and broke, together with itself, the hopes 

* The motto round a crown piece, whicli was the usual price of 
p€hnit>. F. 
t The Dean of St. Patrick's. 
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of its proprietors^ they maj make themselves Trhok by 
subscribing to our new fund. 

' Here indeed may be made three very grave objec- 
tions, by incredulous interested priests, ambitious cid- 
aens, and scrupulous statesmen. 1. The stocking manu- 
iiactory gentlemen do not know how swearing can bring 
them to any probability of covering their legs anew, un- 
less it be by the means of a pair of stocks. 2. That the 
hemp-snared men apprehend, that such an encourage- 
nHent for oaths can tend to no other advancement, promo- 
tion, and exaltation, of their persons, than that of the gal- 
lows ; the late old ordinary Paul,'''' having grown gray 
in the habit of making this accurate observation in every 
month's Sessions paper, '' That swearing had as great a 
hand in the suspension of every living soul under his 
cure, as sabbath-breaking itself." And, 3d. That the 
l^asB-bubble-men cannot, for their lives, with the best pair 
id spectacles (which is the only thing left neat and whole 
out of all their ware,) see how they shall make any 
thing out of this his oath-project, supposing he should 
even confirm by one its goodness ; an oath being, as they 
say, as brittle as glass, and only made to be broken. 

But those incredulous priests shall not go without an 
answer, that will, I am sure, induce them to place a great 
confidence in the benefit arising from Christians, who 
damn' themselves eveiy hour of the day : for, while they 
speak of the vainness and fickleness of oaths, as an ob- 
jection against our project, they little consider that this 
fickleness and vainness is the common practice among 
all the people of this sublunary world ; and that, couse- 
^ntly, instead of being an objection against the pro- 
ject, is a concluding argument of the constancy and soli- 

* 

. * Panl Lorraine, many yean c»*dlnai7 of Newgate. He dTed'Oei 
t<A>^7, 1719. N, 
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dity of their sure gain by it; a oever-failiug' argument 
as he tells us, among the brethren of his cloth. 

The ambitious citizens, who, from being plunged deep 
in the wealthy whirlpool of the South Sea, are in hopc8 
of rising to such seats of fortune and dignity as would 
best suit with their mounting and aspiring hopes, may 
imagine that this new fund, in the sister nation, may 
prove a rival to theirs ; and, by drawing oflf a multitude 
of subscribers, will, if it makes a flood in Ireland, cause 
an ebb in England. But it may be answered,, that 
tliough our author avers '* that this fund mil vie with 
the South Sea," yet it will not clash with it On the 
contrary, the subscribers to this must wish the increase 
of the South Sea (so far from being its rival,) because 
tlie multitude of people raised by it, who were plain 
speakei*8, as they were plain dealers before, must learo 
to swear, in order to become their clothes, and to be gen- 
tlemen H la mode ; while those who are ruined, I mean ^-1 
Jobed by it, will dismiss the patience of tlieir old patten^ 
swear at their condition, and curse their Maker in their 
distress : and so tlie increase of that English fund will 
be demonstratively an ample augmentation of the Irish 
one, so far will it be from being rivalled by it; so that 
each of them may subscribe to a fund they have their 
own security for augmenting. 

The sciiipulous statesmen (for we know that states- 
men are usually very scrupulous) may object against 
having this project secured by votes in parliament ; by 
reason, as they may deem it in their great wisdom, of its 
being an impious project, and that therefore so illustrious 
an assembly as the Irish Parliament ought by no meano, 
according to the opinion of a Christian <tatesmnu, to be 
concerned in supporting any impious thing in the world. 
The way that some may take to prove it impious is, be- ^ 
€ause it will teud highly to the interest of swearing. But 
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this I take to be plain downnght sophistry, aad playing 
upou words: if tUs be called the Swearing project, or the 
Oath-act, the increase of Swearing will be very much 
for tlie benefit and interest of Swearing ; i. €. to the sub- 
scribers in the fund to be raised by tliis fruitful Swearing 
act, if it should be so called ; but not to the Swearers 
themselves, who are to pay for it : so that it will be, ac- 
cording to this distinction, piously indeed an act for a 
benefit to mankind from swearing, not impiously a bene- 
fit in swearing : so that J think that argument entirely 
answered and defeated. Far be it from the Dean to 
have entered into so unchristian a project as this had 
been, so considered. But then these politicians (being 
^nerally, as tlie world knows, mighty tender of con- 
M:ieoce) may raise these new doubts, fears, and scruples, 
re. That it will, however, cause the subscribers to wish 
in their minds, for many oaths to fly about, which is a 
-heinous crime, and to lay stratagems to try the patience 
of men of all sorts, to put them upon the swearing strain, 
in order to bring grist to their own mill, which is a crime 
vtill more enormous ; and that therefore, for fear of these 
evil consequences, the passing of such an act is not con* 
sistent with the really extraordinary and tender con- 
science of a true modern politician. But, in answer to 
this, I think I can plead the strongest plen in nature, 
and that is called precedent, I tliink ; which I take thus 
from the South Sea : one man, by the very nature of 
that subscriptioui must naturally pray for the temporal 
damnation of another mnn in his fortune, in order for 
gaiuing his own salvation in it ; yea, even though hq 
knows the other man's temporal damnation would be the 
cause of his eternal, by his swearing ari<l despairing. 
?^either do I think this in casuistry any sin, because the 
Swearing undone man is a free agent, and can choos<p 

TOIi. xn. B 
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iv'heiher he will swear or no, anj body's wishes whatso* 
ever to the contrary notwithstanding. And in politics, 
I am sure, it is even a Machiavelian holy maxiiD) 
*' that some men should be ruined for the good of others.'* 
Thus, I think, I have answered all the objections that 
can be brought against this project's coming to perfec- 
tion ; and proved it to be convenient to the state, of la* 
tercst to the protestant church, and consonant with Chris- 
tianity ; nay, with the very soruples of modem squeam- 
ish statesmen. 

To conclude : the laudable author of this project 
squares the measui-es of it so much according to the 
Scripture rule, that it may reasonably be presumed all 
good Clu'istians in England will come as fast into the 
subscriptions for his encouragement, as they have al- 
ready done throughout the kingdom of Ireland : for 
what greater proof could this author give of his Chris- 
tianity, than, for bringing about this Swearing-act, chft^^ 
ritably to part witl] his coat, and sit starving in a very 
thin waistcoat in his garret,* to do the corporal virtues 
of feeding and clothing the pocnr, and raising them firom 
the cottage to the palace, by punishing the vices of the 
rich ? What more could have been done even io the 
primitive times ? 

THOMAS HOPE. 

From my House in St. Faith^i 
Parish, Loadon, August 10, 
1720. 

P. S. For the benefit of the author, application 
may be made to me at the Tilt Yard Coffee-house, 
Whitehall. 



* See the next tract, p. 29. N. 
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SWEARER'S BANK} 

OB 

PARLIAMENTARY SECURITY 

rOR KSTABUSHING 

A NEW BANK IN IRELAND. 

THEREIN THE MEDICAL USE OF OATHS 19 
CONSIDERED. 1 720. 



" Si Popalus vult decipi, decipiatur.** 

* To believe every thiog that is said by a certain se 
of men, and to doubt of nothing they relate, thougl 
ever so improbable," is a maxim that has contributed a 
Buch, for the time, to the support of Irish banks, as i 
ever did to the popish religion ; and they are not onl; 
beholden to the latter for their foundation, but the' 
have the happiness to have the same patron saint : fo: 
ignorance, the reputed mother of the devotion of oni 
seems to bear the sarac affectionate relation to the cred 
of the other. 

To subscribe to banks, without knowing the schera 
or design of them, is not unlike to some gentlemen 
ftisnins: addresses without knowing the contents 
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them : To engage in a bank that has neither act of par- 
liament, charter, nor lands to support it, is like sending 
a ship to sea without a bottom ; to expect a coach and 
six by the former, would be as ndiculous as to hope a 
return by the latter. 

It was well known some time ago, that our banks 
would be included in the bubble bill ; and it was be- 
lieved those chimeras would necessarily vanish with 
ihe first easterly wind that should inform the town of 
the royal assent. 

It was ver)'- mortifying to several gentlemen, who 
dreamed of nothing but easy chariots, on the arrival of 
the fatal packet, to slip out of them into their walking 
shoee. But should those banks, as it is vainly imagined, 
be so fortunate as to obtain a charter, and purchase 
lauds ; yet, on any run on them in a time of invasion, 
ihere would be so many starving proprietors, reviving 
their old pretensions to land and a bellyful, that the 
subscribers would be unwilling, upon any call, to part 
with their money, not knowing what might happen ; so 
that in a rcbeilion, where the success was doubtful, the 
bank would infallibly break. 

Since so many gentlemen of this town have had the 
courage, without any security, to appear in the same 
paper with a mUiion or two ; it is hoped, when they are 
made sensible of their safety, that tliey will be prevailed 
to trust themselves in a neat skin of parchment, with a 
single one. 

To encourage them, the undertaker proposes the 
erecting of a bank on parliamentary security, and 
such security as no revolution or change of times geq 
affect. 

To take away all jealousy of any private view of the 
imdej-takcr, he assures the world, that he k now in a 
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garret, ia a veiy thin waistcoat, studying the public 
good ; having given an undeniable pledge of his love to 
his country, by pawning his coat, in order to defray the 
expense of the press. 

It is very well known, that by an act of parliament 
to prevent profane swearing, the person so offending, on 
oath made before a magistrate, forfeits a shilling, which 
may be levied with little difficulty. 

It is almost unnecessary to mention, that this is be- 
come a pet-vice* among us ; and though age renders us 
unfit for other vices, yet this, where it takes hold, never 
leaves us but with our speech. 

So vast a revenue might be raised by the execution 
of this act, that I have often wondered, in a scarcity of 
funds, that methods have not been taken to make it 
serviceable to the public. 

I dare venture to say, if this act was well executed 
ia England, the revenue of it, applied to the navy, 
would make the English fleet a terror to all Europe. 

It is computed by geographers, that there are two 
millions in this kingdom (of Ireland) of wliich number 
there may be said to be a million of swearing souls. 

It is thought there may be five thousand gentlemen ; 
every gentleman, taking one with another, may afford 
to swear an oath every day, whicli will yearly produce 
one million eight hundred twenty-five thousand oaths ; 
which number of shillings makes the yearly sum of nine- 
ty-one thousand two hundred and fifty pounds. 

The farmers of this kingdom, who are computed to 
be ten thousand, are able to spend yearly five hundred 
thousand oaths, which gives twenty-five thousand 
pounds ; and it is conjectured, that from the bulk of the 

* i. e. A fevourUe vice. U. 
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people, twentj or five-aod-twentj thousaod pounds may 
be yearly collected. 

These compatatioDs are very modest, since it is evi- 
dent that there is a much greater consumption of oaths 
in this kingdom, and consequently a much greater sum 
might be yearly raised. 

That it may be collected with ease and regularity, it 
is proposed to settle informers in great towns, in propor- 
tion to the number of inhabitants, and to have riding ofll- 
cers in the country : and since nothing brings a greater 
contempt on any profession than poverty, it is deter- 
mined to settle very handsome salaries on the gentlemen 
that arc employed by the bank, that they may, by a 
generosity of living, reconcile men to an office, that has 
lain under so much scandal of late, as to be undertaken 
by none but curates, clerks of meeting-houses, and 
broken tradesmen. 

It is resolved, that none shall be preferred to those 
employments, but persons that are notorious for being 
constant churchmen, and frequent communicants ; whose 
piety will be a sufficient security for their honest and 
industrious execution of their office. 

It is very probable, that twenty thousand pounds will 
be neceFsary, to defray all expenses of servants, salaries, 
&c. However, there will be the clear yearly sum of 
one Imudied thousaod pounds, which may very justly 
claim a million subscription. 

It is determined to lay out ttie remaining unapplied 
profits, which will be very considerable, toward the 
erecting and maintaining of charity schools. A deagn 
80 beneficial to the public, and especially to the protest- 
ant interest of this kingdom, has met with so much en« 
couragement from several great patriots in England, that 
they have engaged to procure an act to secure the sole 
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benefit of iDformiog, on this swearing act, to the agents 
and servants of this new bank. Several of my friends 
pretend to demonstrate, that this bank will in time vie 
with the South Sea company : they insist, that the army 
di^nd as many oaths yearly as will produce one hun- 
dred thousand pounds nett. 

There are computed to be one hundred pretty fellows 
io thb town, that swear fifty oaths a head daily ; some 
of them would think it hard to be stinted to a hundred : 
this very branch would produce a vast sum yearly. 

The FAIRS of this kingdom will bring in a vast re- 
venue ; the oaths of a little Connaught one, as well as 
Ihey could be numbered by two persons, amounted to 
three thousand. It is true, that it would be impossible 
to turn all of them into ready money ; for a shilling is 
■0 great a duty on swearing, that if it was carefully ex- 
acted, the common people might as well pretend to drink 
wine as to swear : and an oath would be as rare among 
then as a clean shirt. 

A servant, that I employed to accompany the militia 
their last muster day, had scored down, in the compass 
of eight hours, three hundred oaths ; but, as the putting 
of the act in execution on those days would only fill 
the stocks widi poiters, and pawnshops with muskets 
and swords; and as it would be matter of great joy to 
papists, and disaffected persons, to see our militia swear 
themselves out of their guns and swords ; it is resolved 
that no advantage sliali be taken of any militia man's 
swearing while he is under arms ; nor shall any advan- 
tage be taken of any man's swearing in the four courts, 
provided he is at hearing in the exchequer, or has just 
paid ofi* an attorney's bill. 

The medicinal use of oaths is what the undertaker 
would by no means discourage, especially where it i!^ 
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necessary to help the lungs to throw off any distilling 
bumour. On certificate of a course of swearing pre- 
scribed by any physician, a permit will be given to the 
patient, by the proper oilicer of the bank, paying no more 
Ihan sixpence. It is expected, that a scheme of so 
much advantage to the public will meet with more en- 
couragement than their chimerical banks; and the un- 
dertaker hopes, that as he has spent a considerable for- 
tune in bringing this scheme to beai*, he may have the 
satisfaction to see it take place, for the public goo^ 
though he should have the fate of most projectors, to be 
undone. 

It is resolved, that no compositions shall be made, 
Qor licenses granted, for swearing, under a notion of a{K 
plying the money to pious uses ; a practice so scanda> 
JauB as is fit only for the see of Rome, where the money 
arising from whoring licences is applied ad propagandam 
fidem : and, to the shame of Smock alley, and of all pro- 
testant whores (especially those who live under the light 
of the Gospel-ministry) be it spoken, a whore in Rome 
Bever lies down, but she hopes it will be the means of 
converting some poor heathen, or heretic. 

The swearing revenues of the town of Cork will be 
given for ever, by the bank, to the support of poor cler- 
gymen's widows ; and those of Ringsend will be allowed 
to the maintenance of sailors' bastards. 

The undertaker designs, in a few days, to appoint 
time and place for taking subscriptions ; the subscribers 
must come prepared to pay down one fourth ou sub- 
scribing. 

P. S. The Jews of Rotterdam have offered to farm 
the revenues of Dublin at twenty thousands pounds per 
annum. Several eminent Quakers are also willing to 
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take them at that rent ; but the undertaker has rejected 
their proposals, being resolved to deal with none but 
ChriatiaDS. 

Application maj be made to him about them, Buy 
day, at Fat's coffee-bouse, where attendance will be 
given. 
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RIGHT OF PRECEDENCE BETWEEN 

PHYSICIANS AND CIVILIANS 

INQUIRED INTO. 



^ Tu major, tibi me est aequum parare, Menalca/^'-ViRft. 
'* Fidis ofiendar medicisp irrascar amicis?" — ^Hor. 

I HAVE waited hitherto with oo little impatience, to 
see some good elSect of that debate, which I thought was 
happily started at a late meeting of our university,^ 
upon the subject of precedence between professors of law 
and physic. And, though I cannot join in opinion with 
the worthy gentleman who first moved in it, I must 
needs say, the motion was seasonable, and well became 
him : for, beside that he intended an honour to a faculty 
he was promoted above,t and was so self-denying as to 
wave all debates of that nature as long as he was a par- 
ty concerned in the motion, he did what in him lay to 
put an end, by authority, to a point in controversy, 
which had long divided the gentlemen of those two fa- 
culties ; and I am very much mistaken if the same per- 
son does not hereafter prove as much a friend to piety 
and learning in his other designs, as he has been already 
in this, to the peace and agreement of learned men. 

But, to my great disappointment, little more has been 
said upon the subject, since the first debate, than what 
has been argued in private, more for the entertainment 

* Trinity College, DubUn. N. 

f Some eminent civilian, probably, who had recently received pre- 
ftrment. JV. 
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of fliogle gentlemeo, than the use and ioformatioD of 
maDkind. I have heard that the matter is brought to a 
compromise^ and professors in both faculties have agreed 
to yield precedence to one another, according to their 
staodiog and the date of their commencement. 

But this to me appears no satisfactory -wsy of decid- 
ing a point of such importance. And, to speak freely, 
it is but drawing a skin over a wound, and giving it a 
face of a soundness ; when there lies filth and purulence 
within, which will another time break out with more 
pain and greater danger. 

The time is approaching, when it will be proper once 
more to bring this affair upon the cai-pet; and I am 
humbly of opinion, that the point is of such consequence, 
that it ought not to subside, as it has done of late : it 
ghould neither rest upon that slight baffle it received at 
lis first appearance in public, nor be hushed up in si- 
lence, under the pretence of any private accommoda- 
tion, which the parties concerned have since come to, 
for the sake of civility and good manners in company. 

I am one of those who love peace upon a good foun- 
dation ; and do, for that reason, no less admire truth, 
upon which alone a lasting peace can be founded. And, 
as I am qualified to introduce this matter at the next 
meeting of our university, and fully determined to do so, 
I thought it reasonable to give this friendly notice to all 
parties, that they study the point, and make themselves 
masters of it, and give it so tliorough a canvassing in 
what manner they think fit, as to leave no room for ex- 
ception and wrangling when the question comes to be 
solemnly debated in that assembly: 

But, before I come to the merits of the cause itself, 
you must give me leave to make one observation in the 
way, concerning the importance of precedence in gene- 
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ral ; \?hich may prove of singular use to mankind, irho 
are for the most part unapprised of it. 

As I remember, there fell a very harsh expresdoa 
from a certain gentleman (yiiih \vhom it is not usual to 
be unguarded) who appeared an advocate for physicians, 
Vihen the motion was first made to thrust them from their 
place. He was pleased to call it a womanish debate, if 
I took him right ; but, as much a friend as I am to his 
person and cause, I will not follow him in that opinion ; 
and will farther say, the expression was mean, and be- 
neath the dignity of his character. There is an unkind 
reflection couched in it upon a sex, by which much of 
the decencies of life and little morals are supported ; and 
it does not agree with that taste of gallantry which he is 
thought to have, and is very consistent with his profes- 
sion ; and is even ungrateful in a man of that faculty, 
which is more in favour with the ladies than any other 
except divinity. 

But, not to insist upon this, I cannot think as that ex- 
pression implies, that the matter is at all beneath the 
consideration of the greatest and most learned of men. 
On the contrary, I think the question was well moved; 
and, since it has been moved, every one should endea- 
vour to find on which side of the argument the advaii» 
lage lies ; and I wonder that in this interval of parlia- 
ment and business (tlie usual vacation of this kingdom) 
something has not been offered before this time for the 
quieting men's minds. It is a dilSerence among bb ma- 
jesty's subjects, which it becomes every healing spirit to 
compose, and is a duty both of religion and loyalty. 

I would ask, is precedence, or distinction of place, of 
no moment among men ? Are women only concerned io 
it ? Does society owe nothing of conveniency to it ? b 
it indifierent, whether a roan sits at a lady's elbow, or 
her pert chaplain's ? near a soup at the head of the t^ 
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Me, or beef at the bottom ? Is there no advantage in the 
first plate, or the earliest compliment of the glass, or the 
respect of waiters, or in ruling the books at a quarter 
sessions, and being honoured with the cushion in the face 
of one's countiy ? It is of no consequence to be in tlie 
eye of the government ? and does not precedence con- 
tribute to that at a TholseP entertainment ? What are 
academical degrees so dearly purchased for, but place ; 
and can a professor answer it to his trust or interest, to 
disparage precedence ? For what oth^r reason in nature 
but precedence, did a great man of my acquaintance 
lately become a double grand compounder for his de- 
gree ? and another, undeceive mankind, or rather de- 
ceive women, and suffer himself to be pronounced a 
venerable man in spite of his youthful looks? Shall 

not the solemn Doctor in his chai-iot take place of 

fdam Mr. in his ? and have the heels of him ia 

preferment, according to the stai't he has in precedence ? 

Give me leave to say, that the notion of the insignifir 
cancy of place has been of infinite prejudice to many 
worthy men, and of as great advantage to others, who 
have juster thoughts of it. While dignity sinks with its 
owQ weight, the scum of mankind will naturally rise 
above it. 

I have a pious concern upon me for all the important 

mistakes of mankind, and this among the rest; as to 
which, I have observed strong prejudice runs counter to 
the nature of things, and the principles of tiiith and rea- 
Bou. Sure I am, nature directs every person and thing 
to maintain its situation, or rather not so much to keep 
its own place, as to aspire and displace others. And the 
reason is plain, because that is a tendency to the upper- 
most point, and an approach to perfection ; and, there* 

* Where tbe corporation of Dublin hold their meetiogs. If* 



3S RIGHT OF PRECEDENCE BETWEEN 

fore, coDtraiy to common opinions, I have ever Hiougfat 
there is piety in pride and ambition, and that it is virtue 
to be emulous and aspiring. And when I hear, as in my 
time I have many, conceited declamations against pride ; 
I suspect it is with the design of a monopoly, and to en* 
gross it ; as I have known an ingenious schoolboy spit 
in his mess of porridge, not to abuse the good creature, but 
to secwe it all to himself."^ What is that dominion so 
early given to mankind, but superiority of power and 
place ? and then to act up to it, is not womanish, but 
manly. And if that was a precept, I will take upon me 
to say, there is not one point of duty so universally and 
exactly observed. 

And society has so great a consideration of place, that 
we find wise provisions made for the regulating of it^ 
and for settling the due pre-eminence of all degrees of 
men, and an office of heraldry for that purpose, which 
may be found in almost every house of quality. I 
could go farther than this, but for this reason, that it 
is out of my way, and none of my business, to determine 
the force of great examples, and make conclusions upon 
Scripture ;^ and perhaps my fiiend's best apology is, that 
the Bible is out of the road of his profession and study ; 
but 1 will say thus much, that as I have observed di> 
vines to be so far scriptural in their carriages, as to take 
^^the right hand of fellowship" on all occasions, and canry 
their disputes about place as high as any other sort ot 
men ; so their practice (such is my deference) is to me 
the best gloss upon duty, and my conviction, and should 
be his. And tliis plainly determines the point against 
him, and shows the importance of precedence; and then 
it will follow in logic, that, if taking place be matter of 

* The same thought (not an over delicate one, it must be owned) 
eccuFB in the close of our author's EpUtle to Mr. Q37. I^. 
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momeot, to dispute aboat place is not vomanish or 
triyial. 

And, this allowed, I am inclined to beKeve, that, upon 
tbiB religious principle, all our late promotions of nobilitj 
have proceeded ; and that so many gentlemen have pro> 
cured tbemselTes titles, not, as scune have injuriously 
thought, that they might take place of thehr betters, but 
out of a sense of duty ; and while some (alas ! too many) 
ignorantly despise them for their worthless ambition, I 
regard th^n with another eye, and honour them for their 
piety, and courage, and conscience, and even condescen- 
tkm in being made great ; and do from my heart pity 
such as cannot be greater, without being less. Indeed 
the roll of our nobility is at present very voluminous; 
but no matter for that If there were more of them, 
such is the ductility of my respects, I could, with a 
smaller quantity of esteem, do honour to them alL I 
make the same account of nobility of all dates, as I do 
of books ; I value the old, as usually more exact, and 
genuine, and useful, though commonly unlettered, and 
often loose in the bindings; and I value the new, be- 
cause—but the notion is obvious, and I leave my 
reader to pursue it. I was led into this comparison 
fipom the curioso felidtas of those, whose way it is to 
paste their arms and titles of honour on the reverse of 
the title pages, which shows the affinity of the two. 
lly love to the nobility has made me sometimes seri- 
miflly lament the great damp which must have iiallen on 
honour and laudable ambition, had the peerage bill suc- 
ceeded in England ; but I had this consolation, that, 
had the sluice been shut there, the flood of honour had 
risen the higher here,^ and overflowed this my native 
kingdom. 

^ In Ireland. N. 
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I could here, according to custom, proddce, in favour 
of this uncommon position, many bright authorities; and 
have now before me above a score of quotations, ga- 
thered with Infinite labour from St. Chrjsostom, by his 
index ; but, to the discouragement of my learning, the 
Greek types are not ready, and will not be set till the 
twentieth of next month, when the following editions of 
this work shall be enriched with learned languages, in 
great vaiiety. The author of a late state sermon should 
have waited as I do, rather than suffer his learning to 
look asquint as it does, and make so fiightful a figure 
from the press. I am master of the stochastic art ; and 
by virtue of that I divine, that those Greek words in 
that discourse have crept from the margin into the text, 
otherwise than the author intended ;• and indeed some of 
those Greek maggots are so uneasy in, and ashamed o^ 
their place, that they seem to be upon the crawl 
backward. 

I hope what has been offered will clear this case of 
conscience, and is snfiicient to show any man of candour, 
and who loves and searches after truth as I do, the im- 
portance of place and precedency among men; that the 
peace, and order, and honour, of society is owing to it t 
and, as women have been remarkably strenuous in as- 
serting these rights, I do hereby take upon me to return 
them the thanks of mankind (asking pardon for the pro- 
fessor's misbehaviour,) and do wish them perseverance 
and success in all their laudable attempts of that nature. 
Let them enjoy the wall and the right hand of us from 
this day forward : not in consideration of their weak» 
ness, or out of our courtesy, but in their own right, as 
patriots, and stout defenders of the privileges of thei^ 
own and our sex. 

But to proceed. It were perhaps a proper methodr 
in tbis^ as in other debates concemiog precedency, to 
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appeal to the herald's office, and be determiDed by usual 
and stated rules tliere, how place in this case is to be 
given or taken ; but a certain lord has assured me upon 
his honour, that nothing concern! tig the present question 
is there taken notice of; and whatever orders may be 
ilelivcred in heraldry about personal precedence, there 
is nothing said as to faculties, except only this, that doc* 
tors in divinity, and those not specialists, as we use to 
call them, i. e. such as have received that degree by the 
special indulgence and undeserved favour and grace of 
the university, shall have a place immediately above es 
quires that are not of noble families. 

Upon which observation, if it be true, as I fear it is^ 
I have reason to apprehend some disturbance in the 
country, among tlie ladies there ; therefore I do pre- 
sent my most humble service to madam ^ wife to a 

very reverend divine, D. D. speciali gratidj who has of 
many years past, to my knowledge, in mistake of her 
husband's right, taken place at table of a certain justice 
tf the peace's lady ; and do advise her, that, in order to 
malDtain her precedency, she would once more send her 
gpouse up to a commencement, and engage him to per- 
form his 'acts, and be readmitted, and take up his large 
cautionary bonds, for her own and her children's ad- 
vantage. 

And I would farther observe, for the use of men who 
love place, without a title to it either by law or heraldry ; 
as some have a strange oiliness of spirit, which carries 
them upward, and mounts them to the top of all com- 
pany (company being often like bottled liquors, where 
the light and windy parts hurry to the head, and fix in 
froth) — I would observe, I say, that there is a secret way 
of taking place without sensible prececieuce, and conse- 
quently without offence. This is a useful secret; and 
I will publish it here, from my own practice, for the be- 
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Defit of my countrymeo, and the universal improvemeDt 
of mankiod. 

It is this. I generally fix a sort of first meridian in 
my thoughts before I sit down : and, instead of observ- 
ing privately, as the way is, whom in company I may 
sit above, in point of birth, age, fortune, or station ; I 
consider only the situation of the table by the points in 
the compass, and the nearer I can get to the east (whicb 
is a point of honour for many reasons, for '' porrecta 
inajestas ad ortum solis*^) I am so much the higher ; and 
my good fortune is to sit sometimes, or for the most part, 
due east, sometimes N. by £. seldom with greater vari- 
ation ; and then I do myself honour, and am blessed with 
invisible precedence, mystical to others ; and the joke is, 
that by this means I take place (for place is but fancy) 
of many that sit above me ; and while most people in 
company look upon me as a modest man, I know myself 
to be a very assuming fellow, and do often look down 
with contempt on some at the upper end of the table* 
By this ciaft I at once gratify my humour (which it 
pride,) and preserve my character ; and this I take to 
be the art of life. And, sticking to this rule, I gene- 
rally possess a middle place in company, even in the 
vulgar account, and am at meat, as wise men would bo 
in the world, 

Extremi primorum, extremis tisqtie priores.* 

HoR. 2 Ep. ii. 204. 

And, to this purpose, my way is to carry a little pocket 
compass in my left fob, and from that I take my measuret 
imperceptibly, as from a watch, in the usual way of 
comparing time before dinner ; or, if I chance to forget 

* <* Behind the first, yet still before the last'* Dumcomw. 
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that, I consider the situation of the parish charch, and 
this is my never failing regulator. 

I know some people take another way for this, and 
place themselves nearest the dish they like best; and 
tbeir ambition is gratified where their appetite is so. 
Eating well is commonly, and with justice, called good 
firii^; and their rule Is that of Horace, 

Ut quocunque locofums^ vixisse libenter 

Te dicas* 1 Ep. xi. 24L 

Aod it must be allowed, as a standard, their honour lies 
ia tbeir stomach ; as indeed I have always thought that, 
eoatrary to vulgar notions, the seat, not of honour only, 
but of most great qualities of the mind, as well as of the 
dBsorders of the body. 

Give me leave to explain myself. I think I can re* 
dace to this one principle all the properties of the miqd ; 
and, by the way, as I take our grand devourer of fire 
to have the best stomach of any man living, I conclude 
Sfan the greatest person our age or any other has pro* 
diiced, not excepting Cato's daughter ; nor shall time, 
ahbough edax rerum, ever digest the memory of one 
who has a better appetite than even time itself. But to 
go on : Does not the stomach make men ambitious, co- 
vetous, amorous, obsequious, and timenBerving ? What 
made a certain judge keep his place on the bench when 
his brethren left it, but his sense of honour ; i. e. his 
keen appetite ? Does not the stomach alone carry all 
debates in both houses, and support parties, and make 
court-parasites lose their dinners sometimes, that they 
and theirs may dine the better all their lives after ? 

* ** Seize on the prevent joy, and thut poasen, 
WhcreVr you live, an inward happinen.'' Fbawcih, 
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Do uot we use to say a mao of honour stomacbs 
indignity ? Is not English feeding the fouadatioa of 
English bravery ? and good claret, of JiertS and French 
sprightliacss ? 

In short) courage, honour, wit, and sense, and all arfa 
and sciences, take their rise here ; and this an ancient 
has observed, ^' magister artis ingermque iargHer 
tenter :" which, if it be true, I will take upon nie to de- 
clare our vulgar saying, '' that men have guts in their 
brains," is a vulgar error, and should be rectified, and 
that rather their brains are in their guts ; and when we 
see some men less courageous, witty, or learned, (haa 
others, we should pity their bad stomachs or indigestion, 
rather than their incapacity or indisposition of brain : 
I am so sensible of this, that I have of many years di** 
used, as an absurdity, that saying to a simple fellow, 
^ God help your head !" but I wish him, with more 
propriety, a good stomach, or a better dinner. 

I could here chemico-mechauically resolve men's parte 
into their feeding, and show what sort of humouTB and 
genius must necessarily proceed from particular sorts of 
meats, and explain a great deal of the heathen mytholo- 
gy by it; but this I reserve for a treatise by itself. 
Yet this I will say, that a writer's stomach, appetite, and 
victuals may be judged from his method, style, and sub- 
ject, as certainly as if you were his mess-i'ellow, and sat 
at table with him. Hence we call a subject dry, a 
writer insipid, notions crude and indigested, a pamphlet 
empty or hungry, a siyle jejune^ and many such like ex- 
pressions, plainly alluding to the diet of an author ; and 
I make no manner of doubt but Tully grounded that 
saying of ^^ helluo librorum^'* upon the same observa- 
tion. 

19'ow, I say, it is evident, if this be true, that every 
man at meat is most honoured when he is most humour- 
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ed, or when he sits nearest to that which pleases his pa- 
late best ; and coosequeotly that is the first place to him 
opoD that principle, and such men must be allowed to 
Itave the truest taste of honour of all others. I have ob- 
served, these sort of people have generally a great pro- 
pensity to roast beef; and it will be granted, that to 
Bt even at the foot of the table next a surioin, which is 
t tfsh of dignitj, and of old hereditary knighthood, is, 
in strictness of heraldry, more honourable than a place 
oext the biggest plain coimtry squire at the upper end ; 
and I have often chosen it 

But to return from this useful digression : The noble 
perscHiage aforementioned, who honoured me with his 
sentiments upon this abstruse poiut, must be allowed to 
have as good a local memory as any lord in the king- 
dom ; and has never been knoivn once to mistake, or 
fbiget, or recede from, that place of distinction which is 
due to him. lie could settle the forms of a royal inter- 
ment, and adjust the ceremonies of a coronation, if oc- 
c^saxm were ; and I must add, but that he has more ho- 
nour than to be officious, he could have determined that 
late controverted point of an English bishop^s place 
among ours, and had saved the house, had he been called 
npon, tlie trouble and delays of referring to the English 
precedents.'^ 

I say, his lordship (who is expert in heraldry, and as 
communicative of that useful knowledge as becomes no- 
ble spirits) has assured me, there is no notice taken in 
that science of any distiuction of place for learned fa- 
culties ; and for mechanical ones, such as appear on col- 
lar days, or riding the francliises,t tJiey are below the 

* The dependence of the whole Iri^b peerage on tliat of Britaia wa« 
n i>ub(jvct then in agitation. N. 
t A woU-knowu cavalcade in Dablin. N. 
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thoughts of a man of quality. He pretends not I 
know what by-laws, or private compacts of precedene; 
there may be between goldsmiths and grocers, yintne 
and shoemakers. 

I have now before me a table of precedence, gifc 
me by the same noble hand, reaching down fimn 
prince of the blood to a country squire, and regaidn: 
every branch of their families in the minutest manna 
which I reserve for my own use, and am envious enoiq 
to deny it to the world, and the rather, that it is to 1 
found in Mackenzie and Gwillim, and may be bad C 
half a crown in the office. 

The case being so, there can be no other way, as 
conceive^ of deciding a question of precedency betwei 
the two faculties of law and physic, but by inquiring i 
to their antiquity and dignity ; and whichsoever of the 
shall appear to be most ancient and most useful to tl 
world, I presume the world will, in justice, think i 
to have the greater honour for, and give the preo 
dence to. 

I take it for granted, that priority of time, casterisp 
ribus, gives a preference of place ; and this naturally, • 
by common consent ; for that I take to be the meanii 
of nature in most cases, viz. what is found reasonable 
itself, and has been always agreed to by mankind, ai 
is confirmed by constant and uninterrupted practio 
and thb I desire some young preachers to take good n 
tice of, and get by rote. I likewise, by the way, tal 
upon me, now I think of it, to advise a certain deaot 
of my acquaintance, to read Doctor Cumberland* i 

* This learned diWae, born July 15, ](i32, wai educated at I 
Paul's School, and thence removed to Magdalen College, Cambri4| 
He WM presented to the rectory of Brampton in Northamptonsliire 
1657, and hadtho living ofAlhallovs in Stamford given to him in UX 
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througli, and twice before he presumes to plead ^ the 
law of nature'' in the pulpit; to learn mathematics, be- 
fore he pretends to demonstrate there ; to penise Aris* 
toUe, Tacitus, and the State Tracts, before he meddles 
with politics; and be able to act Eteocles, before he at- 
tempts Greek quotations in his sermons. What if Jocas- 
ta or Antigone should hear a mispronunciation from the 
pulpit; or anj other of those young Gi-eeks who so late- 
ly did an honour to Euripides^ transported their audi- 
ence into Thebes, and inspired the old bachelors on the 
foremost bench with that vmh^r^lnf i^ofi^ which thej 
80 handsomely represented ! 

I say, time gives a natural right of precedence by 
comsion consent; and hence age is honoured above 
youth, and by it. The very heathens thought it inde- 
cency, and a trespass in point of manners, *' si juvenis 
leoi non assurrexerit," if a young man did not rise up^ 
and give way to an older; and the canonists, I hope, 
will be ingenuous enough to own, though in this argu- 
ment against their brethren the civilians, that it was a 
rale of the primitive church, that a deacon should not 
rit in the presence of a presbyter. In a word, wisdom 
and experience, which are divine qualities, are the pro- 
perties ai age, and make it honourable, and youth in the 
want of them contemptible. 

But I do not say this to mortify or discourage young 
men. I would not by any means have them despise 
tbemaelves, for that is the ready way to be despised by 
others; and the consequences of contempt are fatal. For 
my part, I take self-conceit and opinionativeness to be of 
all others the most useful and profitable quality of the 

From this private ttation he was unexpectedly elevated to tlie bish- 
opric of Peterborough, May 15, 1091 ; and enjoyed that preferment 
with the highest repuUtion till his death, Oct. 9, 1718. IS- 
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mind. It has, to my knowledge, made bifihopg, and 
judges, and smart writers, and pretty fellows, and plea^ 
sant companions, and good preachers. 

It is a sure way of being agreeable to the ladies, who 
ever judge of men as they observe men do of themselves. 
If all men were to have the same opinion of themselves 
that othci*s have of them, there would not be, out of meie 
shame, above two sermons next Sunday in this laige 
city ;^ nor five lawyers to go througli with tlie business 
of next term. Self-conceit supports the dignity of church 
and state ; and I pronounce him an enemy to the pub- 
lic who is so to that. 

Much less do I intend any trouble to young clergy- 
men of the court or city by the foregoing remark ; as if, 
because deacons of old used to stand before presbyten^ 
that now it were fit to rise when they come in, or give 
the civility of the hat or wall to any rusty mm ia the 
street ; I know the inconvenience of that mistaken piece 
of old breeding to both paities, and think it prudently 
laid aside. It is respect to an old pai*son, not to obKge 
him to uncover in the cold, and unsooket hb head with 
both hands, and so daggle his gown out of ceremony ; it 
18 the same respect to a spruce bob, to let it lie quiet aud 
undisturbed in its hatcase. I know no reason why pow- 
der and oil should submit to grease and grayuess, that a 
white wig should lower to hoary hair, or a brushed bea- 
ver strike to a Carolina hat with stays. 

I cannot forbear here to applaud tiic present refine- 
ment of ecclesiastics in their habits, and say they are 
more primitive and regular in their dress than those of 
. any age before them. A clergyman ought to be k^^m-io^ 
i. c. uot (as we read) of good behaviour, but well dress- 

•DiibliB. N. 
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ed, as, iodeed, nothing contributes more to polite beha- 
viour than good clothes. This is a various reading. 
And here I observe, for the use of young stagers in di- 
vinity, that nothing will bring them into greater repute 
for deep learning, than to enterprise in criticism, and ad'^ 
venture betimes to change the common reading of any 
text in the Bible. This single word is, in my opinion, 
enough to vindicate their silks and velvets against all the 
Csmatics in Christendom, and our own canons to back 
them. 

It IS an old observation, that piety is mostly support- 
ed by the female sex ; so that whatever is agreeable to 
them is for the advantage of religion ; and consequently 
the clergy should dress, in respect to the ladies, i. e. for 
the good of the church : and indeed I have known some 
of the younger sort, that could not preach with a ruffled 
baud, or a wig out of curl; and a certain lady of my ac- 
quaintance, very religious, and who had a good taste of 
men, always made a judgment from the air and dr^ of 
the preacher, and never relished any doctrine that came 
not recommended with a scarf and a diamond ring. I 
am not one that '^ ambitiosa recidet ornamenta," would 
strip the young clergy, and retrench their decencies of 
dress ; so far from it, that I wish them with all my heart 
greater elegance, and finer apparel. Well fare the heart 
of that sprightly youth, a deacon of this church, who I 
foresee shall first adventure to hoop his canonical coat, 
and border his baud or shirt with mechlin lace, or a mo- 
dest fringe. 

But to return from this Incident to my subject again 
(from which a vast impetuous force of wit and learning, 
and love of my country, have led me devious :) The 
nicest logicians will allow it a fair way of arguing, in all 
cases, to refer to things what is true as to persons ; and 

thereibre I conclude, if physic be a faculty more ancient 
yot. XII. c 
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than that of civil law, then it literally goes before it. Lew 
takes place of it ; and I hope it will not he denied, that 
physic is as old as the occasion of it, as old, indeed, witlt* 
in a few days, as mankind, which can by no means be 
said of the other (in comparison) upstart profession, un- 
less any one will be so hardy to affirm, there was a doc- 
tor's commons or bishop's court in Fal'adise. And if 
any man should insist to know the year and day of the 
rise of physic, I take him to be ignorant of religion and 
history, and will disdain an answer; though I could tell 
him not only what the fii*st distemper was, and that epi- 
demical, viz. a falling sickness ; but also who it was that 
cured it ; but I do not think fit to satisfy dulness and 
ignorance so far. 

I have ever blamed St. Jerom in my heart, for indis- 
cretion, that when some pragmatical deacons set up for 
equality with presbyters, he, to humble them, made 
presbyters equal in effect to bishops : and I could do 
something of the same kind in the present dispute ; and 
show those assuming civilians, that they can with so Kt- 
tic reason arrogate a place above pliysicians, or an 
equality with them, that, in my humble opinion, some 
faculties, which they have in contempt, are superior to 
them in point of time, which I liave already proved to 
be the natural ground of precedency ; and it is enough 
here but to name the excellent faculties of music and 
poetry, whose antiquity, I think, no man of sense ot 
modesty will call in question. 

But having mentioned poetry, I must go aside a lit- 
tle, to salute my worthy friend the professor** of, or (to 

* Dr. Joseph Trapp was elected poetry professor in 1706, and pub^ 
lished his lectures under the title of "Prselectiones Poetics;*' the first 
volume of which is dedicated to Mr. Secretary St. John ; to whose 
father, in the early part of Iiis life, he had been chaplain ; (and waa 
•slso made chaplain to the son by SwifVs recommeDdation j JouniBl 
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igptA more properly) tbe reader in, that faculty in Ox- 
ford; who has befriended the world so much by his in- 
comparable performances of that kind, especially his 
httest : I will own, he has taught me, and I believe some 
other gentlemen who had lost their Latin, the true gram- 
natical construction of Virgil ; and deserves, not our 
acknowledgments only, but those of Eaton and West- 
minster. I am sensible, construction is as necessary to 
the relish and use of an author, as chewing is to taste 
and digestion. However, I must take upon me to ad- 
monish him of one gi-eat mistake ; and I know that tire 
modesty of the man, and the good nature familiar to him, 
aind which shines as much in his conversation, as' wit 
and true poetry do in his works, will bear it from a 
friend : he has more than once, as I remember, put jas- 
mine for sweet marjoram, the true version ; but as this, 
and a few more, are his only variations from the letter 
of the original, it may well be excused ; my fear is, that 
echool-boys may come to suffer by his mistake. I dare 
venture to affirm, in favour of that good pot-herb, that 
sweet maijoram is not improper either in broth or 
heroics. 

Though I think what has been urged is sufficient to 
weigh in favour of the faculty I have here espoused ; 

to Stella, July 17, 17120 He had been chaplain to tlie Lord Chan- 
cdlor of Ireland in 1711, in whlcii year he published ** A Character 
of the present Set of Whigs;" which Swill, who conveyed it to the 
^nter, calls " a very scurvy piece j" see the Journal to Stella, May 
M, 1711. In a ihort time after, he printed at Dublin, a poem on the 
Duke of Ormond, which was republished at London, ** and the prin- 
ter sold just eleven of themj" see Journal, Aug. 24, 1711. Dean 
Swifl, having mentioned to Stella, that Trapp and Sacheverell 
had been to visit him, adds, " Trapp is a coxcomb, and the other is 
not very deep ; and their judgment in things of wit and sense is mi- 
racnlous!** Journal, March 17, 1711)2. He was an agreeable and 
pathetic preacher ; and published several volumes of sermon?. Hu 
died Nov. 22, 1717. ^" 
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yet, upon occasion, I could allow all this to go for nothing; 
and place the controversy upon another footing, and 
argue from the natural dignity of medicine itself, and th^ 
universal use and benefit of it to mankind : for it is well 
known, that physic has been always necessary to the 
world, and what mankind cannot be without. It has 
been requisite in all ages and places ; which is more 
than can be asserted in behalf of law, either civil or 
canon. I do not believe they know any thing of these 
in China or the moguFs country ; but we know they do ' 
of physic, which prevails in the east, which supplies us 
with, great part of our materia medica ; and no English- 
man ought in gratitude to forget, that the greatest genius 
and honour of England was cured of a fit of the gout^ 
by a salutary moss from the east. 

But that is not all: The force of physic goes far- 
ther than the body, and is of use in relieving the miud 
under most of its disorders : and this I dare venture to 
affirm, having frequently made the experiment upon my 
own person with never failing success ; and this I did by 
the direction of my worthy pai-ish niiuister, who is in- 
deed an excellent divine, and withal an able physician ; 
and a good physician, only to be the better divine. 
That good man has often quieted my conscience with an 
emetic,, has dissipated troublesome thoughts with a cor- 
dial or exhilarating drops, has cured me of a love fit by 
breathing a vein, and removed anger and revenge hy the 
prescription of a draught, thence called bitter ; and, in 
these and other instances, has convinced me, that phy- 

* Sir WilliamTempIe; see bis " Essay upon the Cure of the Gout/' 
by the application of a moss called Moia, Temple's works, Sto. vol. 
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SIC is of use to the very soul, as far as that depends on 
ihe crasis of the body : 



-Mentejn sanari corpus ut tegrmn 



Cerninms, etjiecti Medicind posse videnms. 

LUCRET. 

And I am so fully persuaded of this, that I never see a 
wretch go to execution, but I lament that he had not 
been in the hands of a good physician, who would have 
corrected those peccant humours of his body which 
brought him to that.untimely death. 

Now, can any thing like this be pleaded in behalf of 
one or the other of the two laws we are dealing with, or 
of both together ? By the way, I must observe here, that 
these two laws, civil and canon, are put in couples for 
their unluckiness, and, I think, tliey ought to be muzzled 
too. And here lies the disadvantage of the present dis- 
pute : physic, we know, is a plain simple thing : now 
that this single faculty, without one friend un earth to 
take its part and be a second, should dispute with a pair 
at once, is as if one poor bloodhound should engage with 
a couple of mastiffs ; or that a man should fight a gentle- 
man and his lackey, or isith a single rapier against sword 
and pistol : it is very foul play, and standers by should 
interpose, so hard are the terms of this debate ; but there 
is no help for it: these two fast friends can scarce be 
parted, and are seldom found asunder ; they must rise 
and fall together. My Lord Bacon used to say, very 

familiarly, " Wlien I rise, my a rises with me." I 

ask pardon for the rudeness of the allusion ; but it is cer« 
tain that the canon law is but the tail, the fag-end, or 
footman, of tlio civil, and, like vermin in rotten wood, 
rose in the clmtch in the age of its corruption, and when 
it wanted phasic to purge it. 
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£ul I am weary of proving so plain a point To me 
it is clear bejoud contradiction, that the antiquity and 
dignity of physic do give it the precedence of civil law 
tnd its fiiend. I could here very easily stop the moutlw 
of ecclesiastical civilians, by an example or two of great 
authority ; but I hope they will take the hint, and save 
me the trouble : and for lay-professors, I will only say, 
he that is not convinced, has little sense, not only of re- 
ligion (perhaps that is their least consideration,) but of 
good manners, and loyalty, and good fellowslup. The 
blood of the de Medicis^ flows in the best veins id 
Europe ; and I know not how far any slight offered to 
Che faculty may exasperate the present King of FraDee, 
Of the grand duke, to a resentment prejudicial to our 
wines, and tiie public peace, and the present posture of 
affairs. All that love their country, and right good 
Florence, will perceive by this on which side of the ar- 
gumrnt they ought to appear. 

And now, for the universal peace of mankind, I make 
the following rule, to bo obeerved by all professors in 
each faculty, and their understrappers : I decree, that 
a doctor of physic shall take place of a doctor of laws; 
a surgeon, of an advocate ; an apothecary, of a proctor 
of oflice ; and a tooth-drawer, of a register in the court. 
I intended this for a parallel; but here it faib me, and 
the lines mcet.f 

I shall now only observe farther, that as the case 
seems desperate on the side of civilians in point of rea* 
son, so I hear they have another game to play, and are 
for appealing to authority ; as I have known a schoolboy, 
fairly beaten at cuffs, run with a bloody nose to com- 

* See the history of the house of Medicis. N. 
f Alluding to Dr. SacbeverelPs mathematics in a lermon before 
the university of Oxford, wherein he makes two parallel lineimeet ta 

^ centre. N. 
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l^ain to hb master. I am credibly ioformed, there is a 
desigD OD foot to bring in heads of a bill in favour of 
ciyilians, next session of parliament ; but how generooa 
that sort of proceeding is, I leave the world to judfe. 
I am but one ; and will certainty oppose any such mo« 
tioD in my place ; though, from the number of civilians 
in the house, I have reason to apprehend, it will be to 
little purpose. The college, a true alma mater^ has 
dubbed most of us doctors, and has been more wise than 
christian in her favours of that kind ; for she has not 
given, hoping for nothing again. 

But here I enter ray protest against all designs that 
may any way prejudice so great and illustrious a body 
of men, as our college of physicians are ; and I shall 
take care to draw out the substance of this argument, 
and present it, in short heads, to each member at a pro- 
per time ; and not without some hopes that reason may 
weigh them. 

In the mean time, I hope a worthy gentleman, a mem- 
ber of our house, will stand up on that occasion, and as- 
fcrt the Tigfatv uf a fuculty, whicfi be tias entered into,, 
and does an honour to : it must be remembered to his 
credit, that, being equally skilled in physic and civil 
law, and, perhaps, in divinity as well as either, he chose 
to commence in medicine, having chiefly qualified him- 
self for that noble faculty by repeated travels, and en- 
riched his mind witli many curious observations, which 
the world may, in time, expect incredible benefit from. 

If any man thinks fit to reply to this argument, and 
rectify any mistakes in it ; I desire him to preserve his 
temper, and debate the matter with the same coolness 
that I have done ; that no blood may be drawn in the 
controversy, nor any reason given me to complain of 
^ cMHs vulnera dextrtCn^ As conviction chiefly eon 
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gaged me od the side of physicians ; so, in some mea^ 
sure, a sense of gratitude for a faculty, to which I owe 
the comforts of life, and perhaps life itself; having re« 
eeivea from it unspeakable ease in the two inveterate 
distempers of the spleen and the gout. 
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LAST SPEECH* 

AND 

DYING WORDS 

OF 

EBEN'R ELLISTON,t 
JVho was executed, May 2, 1722. 

PUBLISHED, AT HIS DESIRE, FOR THE COMMON GOOB. 



I AM DOW goiog to suffer the just punishment for mj 
crimes, prescribed by the law of God and mj country. 
I know it is the constant custom, that those who come 
to this place should have speeches made for them, and 
cried about in their own hearing, as tliey ai-e carried to 



* About the time that this speech was written, tiie town was much 
pestered with street robbers; who, in a barbarous manner, would 
seise CD genUemen, and take them into ' remote comers, and after 
ikej had robbed them, would leave them bound and gagged. It it 
remarkable, that this speech had so good an effect, that there have 
been very few robberies of that kind conmiitted since. F. 

f The parents of Ebenezer EUiston, who were rigid dissenters, had 
l^hren )um a good education, put him apprentice to a silk-weaver, and 
settled him in that profession, which he gradually exchanged for those 
ifa flne gentteman, a gamester, and a house-breaker. F« 
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execution; and truly they are such speeches, that al« 
though our frateruity be an ignorant, illiterate people, 
they would make a man ashamed to have such nonsense 
and false English charged upon him, even ^hen he is 
going to the gallows. They contain a pretended ac- 
count of our birth and family, of the fact for which we 
ai'e to die, of our sincere repentance, and a declaratioa 
of our religion. I cannot expect to avoid the same 
treatment with my predccessois. 

However, having had an education one or two de- 
grees better than those of ray rank and profession; I 
have been considering, ever since my commitment, what 
it might be proper for me to deliver upon this occasioik 

And first, I cannot say from the bottom of my heart» 
that I am truly sorry for the offence I have given te 
God and the world ; but I am very much so for the bad 
success of my villanies, in bringing me to this nntimelT^ 
end; for it is plainly evident, that after having some 
time ago obtained a pardon from the crown, I agaio 
took up my old trade ; my evil habits were so rooted iu 
me, and I wai^ grown so unfit for any other kind of employ- 
ment. And, therefore, although, in compliance with m^ 
friends, I resolved to go to the gallows after the usual 
manner, kneeling, with a book in my hand, and my eyeft 
lifted up; yet I shall feel no more devotion in my heart 
than I have observed in my comrades, who have beeo 
drunk among common whores the very night before their 
execution. I can say farther, from my own knowledge 
that two of my fraternity, after they had been hanged^. 
and wonderfully came to life and made their eseapea^ 
as it sometimes happens, proved afterward the wickedest 
rogues I ever knew, and so continued until they were 
hanged again for good and all ; and yet they bad the 
impudence at both times they went to the galloway |p 
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imite their breasts, and lift up their eyes to Heaven aO 
the way. 

Secondly. From the knowledge I have of my pwo 
kicked dispositions, and that of my comrades, I give it 
as my opinion, that nothing can be more unfortunate to 
the public, tlian the mercy of the government in ever 
pardoning or tiansporting us; unless when we betray 
one another, as we never fail to do, if we are sure to be 
well paid, and then a pardon may do good : by the same 
lule, that it is better to have one fox in a farm than three 
or four. But we generally make a shift to return after 
being transported, and are ten times greater rogues than 
before, and much more cunning. Besides, I know it by 
experience, that some hope we have of finding mercy 
when we are tried, or after we are condemned, is always 
a great encouragement to us. 

Thirdly. Nothing is more dangerous to idle young 
fellows than the company of those odious common whores 
we frequent, and of which this town is full : these wretches 
put us upon all mischief to feed their lusts and extravia- 
gancies : they are ten times more bloody and cruel than 
men, their advice is always not to spare if we are pur^ 
pued ; they get drunk with us, and are common to us ; 
and yet, if they can get any thuig by it, are sure to be 
-our betrayers. 

Now, as I am a dying man, I have done something 
which may be of good use to the public I have left 
with an honest man (and indeed the only honest man I 
was ever acquainted with) ihe names of all my wicked 
bretlureu, the preseut places of their abode, with a short 
account of the chief crimes they have committed ; in 
maoy of which I have been thtir accomplice, and heard 
the rest from their own mouths : I have likewise set 
down Uie names of those we call our setter^ tA tlu; wick- 
ed houses ^e frequent, and of those iiho receive and 

c 3 
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buy our stolea goods. I have solemaly charged this 
honest maD, and have received this promise upon oatb^ 
that whenever he hears of any rogue to be tried for rob- 
bing or housebreaking, he will look into his list, and if 
he finds the name there of the thief concerned, to send 
the whole paper to the government. Of this I here give 
my companions fair and public warning, and hope thej 
will take it. 

In the paper above mentioned, which I left with my 
friend, I have also set down the names of several gentle- 
men who have been robbed in Dublin streets for three 
years past : I have told the circumstances of^hose rob- 
beries ; and show plainly that nothing but the want of 
common courage was the cause of their misfortune. I 
have therefore desired my friend, that whenever any 
gentleman happens to be robbed in the streets, he will 
get that relation printed and published, with the first let- 
ters of those gentlemen^s names, who by their own want 
of bravery are like to be the cause of all the mischief 
of that kind wliich may happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the world without a short description 
of that kind of life which I have led for some years past ; 
and it is exactly the same %nth the rest of our wicked 
brethren. 

Although we are generally so corrupted from our 
childhood, as to have no sense of goodness ; yet some^ 
thing heavy always hangs about us, I know not what it 
is, that we are never easy till we are half drunk among 
our whores and companions ; nor sleep sound unless we 
iU'ink longer than we can stand. If we go abroad in the 
day, a wise man would easily find us to be rogues by 
our faces, we have such a suspicious, fearful, and con- 
strained countenance ; often turning back, and slinking 
through narrow lanes and alleys. I have never failed 
of knowing a brother thief by his looks, though I never* 
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saw him before. Every man among us keeps lus parti- 
cular whore, who is however common to us all when we 
have a mind to change. When we have got a booty, if 
It be in money, we divide it equally among our compa- 
nions, and soon squander it away on our vices in those 
houses that receive us ; for the master and mistress, and 
the very tapster, go snacks: and besides, make us pay 
triple reckonings. If our plunder be plate, watches, 
rings, snuff boxes, and the like, we have customers in 
all quarters of the town to take them off. I have seen 

a tankard worth fifteen pounds sold to a fellow in 

street for twenty shillings ; and a gold watch for thirty. 
I have set down his name, and that of several others, in 
the paper already mentioned. We have setters watch- 
ing in comers, and by dead walls, to give us notice when 
a gentleman goes by ; especially if he be any thing in 
drink. I believe in my conscience, that if an account 
were made of a thousand pounds in stolen goods ; con- 
sidering the low rates we sell them at, the bribes we 
must give for concealment, the extortions of alehouse 
reckonings, and other necessary charges, there would 
not remain fifty pounds clear to be divided among the 
robbers. And out of this we must find clothes for our 
whores, beside treating them from morning to night ; 
who in requital reward us with nothing but treachery 
and the pox. For when our money is gone, they are 
eveiy moment threatening to inform against us, if we will 
Bot go out and look for more. If any thing in this 
world be like Hell, as I have heard it described by our 
clergy, the truest picture of it must be in the back room 
of one of our alehouses at midnight ; where a crew of 
robbers and their whores are met together after a booty, 
and are beginning to grow drunk ; from which time, un- 
til they are past their senses, is such a continued horri- 
ble noise of cursing and blasphemy, lewdness, scurrility 
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and brutish behaviour, such roaring and eonfusioD, such 
a clutter of mugs and pots at each other's heads ; tlial 
Bedlam, in comparison, is a sober Hmd orderly place. At 
]ast they all tumble from their stools and benches, and 
deep away the rest of the night ; and generally the land- 
lord or his wife, or some other whore who has a stronger 
head than the rest, picks their pockets before they wake* 
The misfortune is, that we can never be easy till we are 
drunk; and our drunkenness constantly exposes us to be 
more easily betrayed and taken. 

This is a short picture of the life I have led; wlsdi 
is more miserable than that of the poorest labourer who 
works for four pence a day ; and yet custom is so strong 
that I am confident if I could make my escape at the 
foot of the gallows, I should be following the same course 
this very evening. So that upon the whole, we ought to 
be looked upon as the common enemies of mankind ; 
whose interest it is to root us out like wolves and other 
mischievous vermin, against which no fair play is re- 
quired. 

If I have done service to men in what I have said, I 
gihall hope I have done service to God; and that will be 
better than a silly speech made for me full of whining 
and canting, which I utterly despise, and have never 
been used to ; yet such a one I expect to have my ean 
tormented with as I am passing along the streets. 

Good people, fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave many 
worse behind me. I hope you shall see me die like a 
man the death of a dog. 
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ENLARGING THE POWER OF BISHOPS^ 

IN 

LETTING LEASES. 



*• Mihi credite, major hxreditas venit unicuique Tcstnim in iisdem 
bonis a jure et a legibus, quam ab iiB a quibus ilia ipsa bona relictft 
fOnt.'* CicXBO pro A. Caecina. 

OUoher 21, 1723. 
In handling this subject, I shall proceed wholly upoa 
Ae supposition, that those of our party, who profess 
themselves members of the church established, and un- 
der the apos(olical goyemntent uf bishops, do desire the 
continuance and transmission of it to posterity, at least 
in as good a condition as it is at present : because, a8> 
this discourse is not calculated for d'ssenters of any 
Und, so neither will it suit the talk orsentimeuts of those 
persons, who^ with the denomination of chiux^hmen, are 
0[^ressors of the inferior clergy, and perpetually qua^- 
lelKug at the great incomes of the bishops ; which is a 
traditional cant delivered down from former times, and 
continued with great reason, although it be near two 
hundred years since almost three parts in four of the 
church revenues have been taken from the clergy, be- 
dde the spoils that have been gradually ^ade ever since 
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of glebes and other land, bj the confusioa of times, tlie 
fraud of encroachiog neighbours, or the power of op* 
pressors too great to be encountered. 

About the time of the reformation, many popish 
bishops of this kingdom, knowing they must have been 
soon ejected if they would not change their religion, 
made long leases and feefarms of great part of their 
lands, reserving very inconsiderable rents, sometimes 
only a chiefry, by a power they assumed directly con- 
trary to many ancient canons, yet consistent enough with 
the common law. This trade held on for many years 
after the bishops became protestants ; and some of their 
names are still remembered with infamy, on account of 
enriching their families by such sacrilegious alienations. 
By these means episcopal revenues were so low reduced, 
that three or four sees were often united to make a tole- 
rable competency. For some remedy to this evil. King 
James the First, by a bounty that became a good Chris- 
tian prince, bestowed several forfeited lands on the 
northern bishopricks : but in all other parts of the king- 
dom, the church continued still in the same distress and 
poverty ; some of the sees hardly possessing enough to 
maintain a country vicar. About the middle of King 
Charles the First's reign, the legislature here tliought fit 
to put a stop at least to any farther alienations ; and so 
a law was enacted, prohibiting all bishops and other ec- 
clesiastical corporations, from setting their lands for 
above the terra of twenty -one years ; the rent reserved 
to be one half of the real value of such lands at the 
time they were set, without which condition the leatfe to 
be void. 

Soon after the restoration of King Charles the Second, 
the pai'liament taking into consideration the miserable 
estate of the church, certain lands, by way of augmen- 
tation, were granted to eight bishc^s in the act of settle- 
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ment, and confirmed in the act of explanation ; of which 
bountj, as I remember, three sees were in a great mea- 
sure defeated ; but by what accidents it is not here of 
any importance to relate. 

This at present is the condition of the church in Ire- 
land, with regard to episcopal revenues : which I have 
thus briefly (and* perhaps imperfectly) deduced for some 
information to those, whose thoughts do not lead them to 
such considerations. 

By virtue of the statute already mentioned, under 
King Charles the First, limiting ecclesiastical bodies to 
the term of twenty-one years under the reserved rent of 
iialf real value, tlie bishops have had some shai'e in the 
f;radual rise of lands, without which they could not 
have been supported with any common decency that 
might become their station. It is above eighty years 
once the passing of that act : the see of Meath, one of 
the best in the kingdom, was then worth about AOOLper 
tumums the poorer ones in the same proportion. If 
thb were their present condition, I cannot conceive how 
(busy would have been able to pay for their patents, or 
bay their robes : but this will certainly be the condi- 
tiOQ of their successors, if such a bill should pass, as 
they say is now intended, which I will suppose ; and of 
which I believe many persons, who may give a vote for 
ity are not aware. 

However, this is the act which is now attempted to 
iie repealed, or at least eluded : some are for giving 
bishops leave to let feefarms, othei-s would allow them to 
let leases for lives ; and the most moderate would repeal 
that clause, by which the bishops are bound to let theur 
lands at half value. 

The reasons for the rise of value in lands are of two 
kinds. Of the first kind, are long peace and settlemen t 
»f ter the devastations of war ; plantations, mprovemea 
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of bad soil, recovery of bogs and marshes, advancement 
of trade and manufactures, increase of inhabitants, en- 
couragement of agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another reason for the rise of land, more 
gradual, constant, and certain ; ^'hicli will have its effects 
in countries that are very far from flourishing in any of 
the advantages I have just mentioned : T mean the pei^ 
petual decrease in the value of gold and silver. I shall 
discourse upon these t^vo different kinds, with a view 
toward the bill now attempted. 

As to the first : I cannot see how this kingdom la at 
any height of improvement, while four parts in five at 
the plantations for thirty years pai»t have beeu real ^&- 
improvements ; nine in ten of the quickset hedges being 
mined for want of care or skill. And as to forest tree% 
they being often taken out of woods, and planted in idih 
gle rows on the tops of ditches, it is impossible tfaej 
should grow to be of use, beauty, or shelter. Neither 
can it be said, that the soil of Ireland is improved to its 
foil height, while so much lies all winter under walei^ 
and the bogs made almost desperate by the ill eutting of 
the turf. There has indeed been some little improT^ 
ment in ihe manufactures of linen and woollen, althougk 
very short of perfect »on ; but our trade was never in-, so 
low a condition : and as to agriculture, of which all wisft 
nations have been so tender, the desolation made in the 
country by engrossing graziers, and the great yearly 
importation of corn from England, are lamentable io- 
stances under what discouragement it fies. 

But, notwithstanding all these mortifications, I sup* 
pose there is no well-wisher to his country without a lit- 
tle hope, that in time the kingdom may be on a better 
foot in some of the articles abovementioned. But it 
would be hard, if ecclesiastical bodies should be the ody 
persons excluded from any share in public adyantages^ 
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which jet can never happen, without a greater share of 
profit to their tenants : If God sends rain equally upoa 
the just and the unjust, why should tliose who wait 
at his altars, and are instructors of the people, be cul 
off from partaking in the general benefits of law or of 
nature ? 

But as this way of reasoning may seem to bear a 
more favourable eye to the clei'g^', than perhaps will suit 
with the present disposition or fashion of the age; I 
shall therefore dwell more largely upon the second reason 
for the rise of land, which is the perpetual decrease of 
the value of gold and silver. 

This may be observed from the couiie of the Romaa 
history above two thousand years b9bre those inex- 
haustible silver mines of Potosi were known. The va^ 
hie of an obolus, and of every other coin between the 
time of Romulus and that of Augustus, gradually sunk 
above five parts in six, as appears by several passages 
out of the best authors. And yet the prodigious wealth 
of that state did not arise from the increase of bullion io 
the world by the discovery of new mines, but from a 
much more accidental cause, which was the spreading 
of their conquest, and thereby importing into Rome aud 
Italy, the riches of the East ?fnd West. 

When the seat of empire was removed to Constanti- 
nople, the tide of money flowed that way without ever 
returning ; and was scattered in Asia. But when that 
mighty empire was overthrown by the northern people, 
such a stop was put to all trade and commerce, that 
vast sums of money were buried, to escape the plunder* 
ing of the conquerors ; and what remained was carried 
off by those ravagers. , 

It were no difficult matter to compute the value of 
mouej in England during the Saxon reigns; but the 
iDonkisb aod other writen since the conquest^ have put 
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the matter in a clearer light, by the several accounU 
they have given us of the value of corn and cattle, iu 
years of dearth and plenty. Every one knows, that 
King John's whole portion, before he came to the 
crown, was but five thousand pounds, without a foot of 
laud. 

I have likewise seen the steward's account of an an- 
cient noble family in England, written in Latin between 
three and four hundred years ago, with the several 
prices of wine and victuals, to confirm my obser- 
vations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as others 
have done) the djffgrent values of money for about four 
hundred years pTO. Henry, Duke of Lancaster, who 
lived about that period, founded an hospital at Leicester 
for a certain number of old men, charging his lands with 
a groat a week to each for their maintenance, which is to 
this day duly paid them.* In those times, a penny was 
equal to ten pence halfpenny and somewhat more than 
half a farthing in ours; which makes about eight ninths 
difference. 

This is plain also from the old custom upon many 
estates in England to let for leases of lives (renewable at 
pleasure j where the reserved rent is usually about twelve 
pence a pound, which then was near the half real value : 
and although the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord 
gets all together not above three shillings in the pound 
of the worth of his land ; and the tenants are so wedded 
to this custom, that if the owner suffer three lives to 
expire, none of them will take a lease on other condi^ 
tions; or if he brings in a foreigner who will agree to 
pay a reasonable rent, tlie other tenants, by all manner 

• See a particular account of this hospital in the History of Lei- 
ceJitershire, vol. 1. p. 329. IV. 
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of iDJiuies, will make that foreigner so uneasy, that he 
must be forced to quit the farm ; as the }ate Earl of 
Bath felt bj the experience of above ten thousand 
pounds loss. 

The gradual decrease, for about two hundred yean 
after, was not considerable, and therefore I do not rely 
on the account given by some historians, that Hany the 
Seventh left behind him eighteen hundred thousand 
pounds ; for although the West Indies were discovered 
before his death, and although he had the best talento 
and instruments foi* exacting money, ever possessed by 
any prince since the time of Vespasian (whom he resem- 
bled in many particulars,) yet I conceive, that in his 
days the whole coin of England eould hardly amount to 
such a sum. For in the reign of Philip and Mary, Sir 
Thomas Cokayne,* of Derbyshire, the best housekeeper 
of his quality in the county, allowed his lady fifty 
pounds a year for maintaining the family, one pound a 
year wages to each servant, and two pounds to the 
steward ; as I was told by a person of quality, who had 
seen the original account of his economy. Now this 
sum of fifty pounds, iadded to the advantages of a large 
domain, might be equal to about five hundred pounds a 
year at present, or somewhat more than four fifths. 

The great plenty of silver in England began in Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vast 
quantities of coin and bullion from the Spaniards, either 
upon their own American coasts, or in their return to 
Spain. However, so much has been imported annually 
from that time to this, that the value of money in Eng- 
land, and most parts of Europe, is sunk above one half 

* Sir Thomas Cokayne, of Aihbourne, in the county of Derby, was 
several times high sheriff of Ihat county, and also of Nottingham- 
shire. He died at «n advanced age, Noy. 15, 1592, and was biried 
at Aihboarae. N. 
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iritbm the space of a hundred years, notwithstandiDg tlie 
great export of silver for about ei^htj years past to the 
East Indies, from whence it never returns. But gold 
not being liable to the same accident, and by new disco* 
Teries growing every day more plentiful, seems in dan- 
ger of becoming a drug. 

This has been the progress of the value of money ia 
former ages, and must of necessity continue so for the 
future, without some new invasion of Goths and Van- 
dals, to destroy law, property, and religion, alter the 
very face of nature, and turn the world upside down. 

I must repeat, that what I am to say upon the sub- 
ject is intended only for the conviction of those among 
our own party, who are true lovers of the church, and 
would be glad it should continue, in a tolerable degree 
of prosperity, to the end of the world. 

The church is supposed to last for ever, both in its 
discipline and doctrine ; which is a privilege common 
to every petty corporation, wlio must likewise observe 
the laws of their foundation. If a gentlcman^s estate, 
-which now yields him a thousand pounds a year, had 
been set for ever at the highest value, even in the flou- 
rishing days of King Charles the Second, would it now 
amount to above four or five hundred at most ? What if 
this had happened two or three hundred years aga; 
would the reserved rent at this day be any more than a 
small chiefry ? Suppose the revenues of a bishop to have 
been imder the same circumstances ; could he now be 
able to perform woAs of hospitality and charity ? Thus^ 
if the revenues of a bi&hop be limited to a thousand 
pounds a year ; haw will his successor be in a condition 
to support his station with decency, when the same de- 
nomination of money shall not answer a half, a quarter, 
or an eighth pail of the sum ? which must unavoidably 
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be the Gonsequeoee of any bill to elude the limiting act, 
iriiereby the oburob wae p9:eserved fioBi utter ruin. 

The same reason holds good in all corporations what* 
soever ; vAio cannot follow a more pernicious practice 
tiian that of grantiDg perpetuities, for which many of 
them smart to this day ; although the leaders among 
them are often so stupid ds not to perceive it, or eome- 
tiffles so knavish as to find their private account io 
cheating the community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this growing 
evil about an hundred years ago ; and instead of limiting 
their rents to a certain sum of money, prevailed with 
their tenants to pay the price of so many barrels of corn, 
to be Talued as the market went at two seasons (as I re- 
member) in the year. For a barrel of com is of a real 
intrinsic value, which gold and silver are not : and by 
this invention, these colleges have preserved a tolerable 
HibBtttence for their fellows and students to tliis day. 

The present bishops will indeed be no sufferers by 
such a bill ; because, their ages considered, they cannot 
expect to see any great decrease in the value of money ; 
or at worst they can make it up in tlie fines, which will 
probably be greater than usual upon the change of leases 
into feefarms or lives; or without the power of obliging 
their tenants to a real half value. And, as I cannot well 
blame tliem for taking such advantages (considering the 
nature of humankind) when the question is only, whether 
the money shall be put into their own or another man's 
pocket; so they will never be excusable before God or 
man, if they do not to their death oppose, declare, and 
protest against any such bill, as must in its consequences 
complete the ruin of the chtuch, and of their own order 
in this kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private person be diminished by 
the weakness, or inadvertency of his ancestorH, in letting 
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leasts for ever at low rents, the world lies opea to his 
industry for purchasing more: but the church is barred 
by a dead hand ; or, if it were otherwise, yet the custom 
of making bequests to it has been out of practice for 
almost two hundred years, and a great deal directly con- 
trary has been its fortune. 

I havQ been assured by a person of some consequence, 
to whom I am likewise obliged for the account of some 
other facts already related, that the late Bishop of Salis- 
bury* (the greatest whig of that bench in his days) con- 
fessed to him, that the liberty which bishops in £ugland 
have of letting leases for lives, would, in his opinion, be 
one day the ruin of episcopacy tliere ; and thought the 
church in this kingdom happy by the limitation act. 

And have we not already found the effect of this dif- 
ferent proceeding in both kingdoms ? have not two £ng- 
lisli prelates quitted their peerage and seats in parliament, 
in a nation of freedom, for the sake of a more ample re- 
venue even in this unhappy kingdom, rather than lie 
under the mortification of living below their dignity at 
home ? for which however they cannot be justly censu- 
red. I know indeed some persons, who offer as an ar- 
gument for repealing the limiting bill, that it may in fu- 
ture ages prevent the practice of providing this kingdom 
with bishops from England, when the only temptation 
will be removed. And they allege, that as things have 
gone for some years past, gentlemen will grow discoura- 
ged from sending their sons to the university, and from 
suffering them to enter into holy orders, when they are 
likely to languish under a curacy or small vicarage to 
the end of their lives : but this is all a vain imagination ; 
for the decrease in the value of money will equally affect 
both kingdoms : and besides, when bishoprics here grow 

» Dr. Burnet. H. 
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too small to invite over roeu of credit and consequence, 
ibey wiH be left more fully to the disposal of a chief go- 
vernor, Trho can never fail of some i^orthless illiterate 
chaplain, fond of a title and precedence. Thus will that 
whole bench, in an age or two, be composed of mean, ig- 
norant, fawning goTf nmen, humble suppliants and depend- 
ants upon the court for a morsel of bread, and ready to 
Kxve every turn that shall be demanded from them, in 
hopes of getting some conmiendam tacked to their sees ; 
which must then be the trade, as it is now too much in 
England, to the great discouragement of the uiferior 
clergy. Neither is that practice without example among 
us. 

It I 'ow jiV out eighty-five years siiKje the passing of 
that limiting act, and there is but one instance in the 
memory of man, of a bishop's lease broken upon the plea 
of not being statutable ; which, in every body's opinion, 
could have been lost by no other pci-son than he^ who 
was than tenant, and happened to be ver> ungracious ia 
his county. In the present bishop of Mcath'sf case, that 
plea did not avail, although the lease were| notoriously 
unstatutable ; the rent reserved being, as I have been 
told, not a seventh part of the real value ; yet the jury, 
upon their oaths, very gravely found it to be according 
to the statute ; and one of them was heard to say, that 
he would eat his shoes before he would give a verdict 
for the bishop. A very few more have made the same 
attempt with as little success. Every bishop, and otlier 
ecclesiastical body, reckon forty pounds in a hundred to 
be a reasonable half value ; or if it be only a third part, 



* This should be Atm, not he ; which will be inunedialelj maDifcst 
by restoring the preposition here omitted ; as thus — * could have been 
loit by :\o other person than by him who wns,* &c. S. 

f Dr. John Evans, bi>hop of .Mi ath, 1713—1724. N. 

\ This should be-*' although the lease ivof'— Dot ttere. S. 
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it seldom or never breeds anj difference between land- 
lord and tenant But when the rent is from fiv«to nine 
or ten parts less than the worth, the bishop^ if be con* 
9ults the good of his see^ will be apt to expostalate; and 
the tenant, if he be an honest man, will have some re- 
gard to the reasonableness and justice of the demand, so 
as to yield to a moderate advancement, rather than en* 
gage in a suit, where law and equity are directly against 
him. By tliese means the bishops have been so true to 
their trusts, as to procure some small share in the ad- 
vancement of rents; .although it be notorious that they 
do not receive the third penny (fines included) of the 
real value of their lands throughout the kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what inconvenience 
could accrue to the public, by one or two thousand 
pounds a year iii the hands of a protestant bishop, any 
more than of a lay person.^ The former, generalhjr 
.flpeaking, lives as piously and hospitably as the other; 
pays his debts as honestly, and spends as much of his 
revenue among his tenants : besides, if they be his im- 
mediate tenants, you may distinguish them at first sight 
by their habits and horses ; or, if you go to their houses^ 
by their comfortable way of living; But th,e misfortune 
is, that such immediate tenants, generally speaking, have 
others under them, and so a third and fourth in subor- 
dination, till it comes to the welder (as they call him) 
who sits at a rackrent, and lives as miserably as an 
Irish farmer upon a new lease from a lay landlord. But, 
suppose a bishop happens to be avaricious (as being 
composed of the same stuff with other men) the conse- 
quence to the public is no w orse than if he were a squire ; 



* This part of the panigrapli is to be applied to the period when 
the whole was written, which was id 1723, when several of Queen 
Ann^ bishops were liviTig. K. 
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tat he leaves his fortune to his sod, or near relatiody 
who^ if he be rich enough, will never think of entering 
into the church. 

And as there can be no disadvantage to the public in 
a protestant country, that a man should hold lands as a 
bishop, any more than if he were a temporal person ; so 
it is of great advantage to the community, where a 
bishop lives as he ought to do. He is bound in con- 
science to reside in his diocese, and by a solemn pro- 
mise to keep hospitality ; his estate is spent in the king- 
dom, not remitted to England ; he keeps the clergy to 
their duty, and is an example of virtue both to them and 
the people. Suppose him an ill man.; yet his very cha- 
racter will withhold him from any great or open exorbi- 
taocies. But in fact it must be allowed, that some bishops 
of this kingdom, within twenty years past, have done 
very s^al and lasting acts of public charity ; great in- 
stances whereof are the late"*^ and prcsentf primate, and 
the I<Mrd archbishop of Dublin^ that now is, who has left 
memorials of his bounty in many parts of his province. I 
nught add the bishop of Raphoe,§ and several others : 
not forgetting the late dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, whobe» 
stowed one thousand pounds upon the university : which 
feiindatiou, (that I may observe by the way) if the bill 
proposed should pass, would be in the same circumstaa* 
ces with the bbhops^ nor ever able again to advance the 
stipends of the fellows and students, as lately they found 
it necessary to do ; the determinate sum appointed by 
tbe statutes for commons, being not half sufficient, by 
the fall of money, to afford necessary sustenance. Bat 

* Dr. Marsh. H. i Dr. King. H. 

t Dr. Lindsay. H. k Vr. Foster. W- 
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the passing of such a bill must put an end to all ecclesi'' 
astical beneficence for the time to come ; and whether 
this will be supplied by those who are to reap the benefit, 
better than it has been done by grantees of impropriate 
tithes, who received them upon the old church condi- 
tions of keepidg hospitality, it will be easy to conjec- 
ture. 

To allege, that passing such a bill would be a good 
encouragement to improve bishops' lands, is a great error. 
Is it not the general method of landlords to wait the ex- 
piration of a lease, and then cant their lands to the high- 
est bidder ? and what should hinder the same course to 
be taken in church leases, when the limitation is remov- 
ed of paying half the real value to the bis! top ? In rid- 
ing through the country, how few improvements do we 
see upon the estates of laymen, farther than about their 
own domains ? To say the truth, it is a great niisfortuoe,. 
fts well to die public, as to the bishops themselves, that 
their lands are generally let to lords and great squires, 
who, in reason, were never designed to be tenants ; and 
therefore may naturally murmur at the payment of rent, 
as a subserviency they were not born to. If the tenants 
to the church were honest farmers, they would pay their 
fines and rents with cheerfulness, improve their lands, 
and thank God they were to give but a moderate half 
value for what they held. I have heard a man of a 
thousand pound a year talk with great contempt of 
bishops' leases, as being on a worse foot than the rest of 
his estate ; and he had certainly reason : my answer was, 
that such leases were originally intended only for the 
benefit of industrious husbandmen, who would think it 
a great blessing to be provided for, instead of having 
their farms screwed up to the height, not eating one com- 
fortable meal in a year, nor able to find dioes f<nr their 
children. 
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I know not any advantage that can accrue by such a 
bill, except the preventiog of perjury in jurymen, and 
fiedse dealings in tenants ; which is a remedy like that 
of giving my money to a highwayman, before he at- 
tempts to take it by force ; and so I shall be sure to 
prevent the sin of robbery. 

I had wrote* thus far, and thought to have made an 
end, when a bookseller sent me a small pamphlet, enti- 
tled. The Case of the Laityy with some Queries ; full of 
the strongest malice against the clergy, that I have any 
where met with since the reign of Toland, and others of 
that tribe. These kinds of advocates do infinite mis- 
chief to OUR GOOD CAUSE, by giviug grounds to the un- 
just reproaches of tori£s and jacobites, who charge us 
with being enemies to the church. If I bear a hearty 
unfeigned loyalty to his majesty King George, and the 
bouse of Hanover, not shaken in the least by tlie hard- 
ships we lie under, which never can be imputable to so 
gradous a prince ; if I sincerely abjure the pretender, 
and all popish successors ; if I bear a due veneration to 
the glorious memory of the late King William, who pre- 
served these kingdoms from popery and slavery, with 
the eitpense of his blood, and hazard of his life ; and, 
lastly, if I am for a proper indulgence to all dissenters, I 
think nothing more can be reasonably demanded of me 
as a WHIG, and that my political catechism is full and 
complete. But whoever, under the shelter of that party 
deDomination, and of many great professions of loyalty, 
would destroy, or undermine, or injure the church es- 
tablished ; I utterly disown him, and think he ought to 
choose another name of distinction for himself and his 
adherents. I came into the cause upon other principles, 

* This shooldbe, nritttn^ the participle, not the preterite, rvroU, 
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irhich bj the grace of God I mean to preseire as long 
as I live. Shall we justify the accusations of our ad- 
Tersaries ? Hoc Ithacus velit The tones and Jaco- 
bites will behold us, with a malicious pleasure, detev* 
mined upon the ruin of our friends. For is not the pre- 
sent set of bishops almost entirely of that number, as 
well as a great majority of the principal clergy ? And 
a short time will reduce the whole by vacancies upoo 
death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleases to examine what I 
have already said, will easily answer the bold queries in 
the pamphlet I mentioned : he will be convinced that 
the reason still strongly exists, for which that Hmiting 
law was enacted. A reasonable man will wonder, where 
can be the insufferable grievances, that an ecclesiastical 
landlord should expect a moderate or a third part value 
in rent for his lands, when his title is at least as ancient 
and as legal as that of a layman : who is yet but seldom 
guilty of giving such beneficial bargains. Has the na- 
tion been thrown into confusion ; and have many poor 
families been ruined by rack-rents paid for the lands of 
the church ? does the nation cry out to have a law that 
must in time send their bishops a begging ? But, God 
be thanked, the clamour of enemies to the church is not 
yet the cry, and I hope will never prove the voice, of 
the nation. The cleigy, I conceive, will hardly allow 
that the people maintain them, any more than in the 
sense that all landlords whatsoever are maintained by 
the people. Such assertions as these, and the insinaa- 
lions they carry along with them, proceed from princi- 
ples which cannot be avowed by those who are for pre- 
serving the happy constitution in chiurch and state. 
Whoever were the proposers of such queries, it might 
have provoked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps with 
more justice than prudence, by showing at whose door 
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the grievance lies, and that the bishops at least are not 
to answer for the poverty of tenants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges the episr 
copal rent roll almost one half, let me suppose that all the 
ehtirch-lands in the kingdom were thrown np to the laitj ; 
would the tenants in such a case sit easier in their renti^ 
than they do now? or, would the money be equally 
gpent in the kingdom? No; the farmer would be 
screwed up to tlie utmost penny by the agents and stew- 
ards of absentees, and the revenues employed in making 
a figure at London ; to which city a full third part of 
the whole income of Ireland is annually returned, to an- 
swer that single article of maintenance for Irish land- 
lords. 

Another of his quarrels is against pluralities and noBr 
residence : as to the former, it is a word of ill name, but 
not well understood. The clergy having been stripped 
of the greatest part of their revenues, the glebes being 
generally lost, the titlies in the hands of laymen, the 
churches demolished, and the country depopulated ; in 
' order to preserve a face of Christianity, it was necessary 
to unite small vicarages sudicient to make a tolerable 
maintenance for a minister. The profit of ten or a do- 
zen of these unions seldom amounts to above eighty or 
a hundred pounds a year. If there be a very few dig- 
oitaries whose preferments are perhaps more liable to 
this accusation, it is to be supposed, they may be fa- 
vourites of the time ; or persons of superior merit, for 
whom there has ever been some indulgence in all govern- 
ments. 

As to non-residence, I believe there is no ehristiaa 
country upon earth, where the clergy have less to an- 
swer for upon that article. I am confident there are not 
ten clergymen in the kingdom, who, properly speaking, 
can be. termed noD-ieddeDts : for surely we are not to 
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reckon in that number, those who, for want of glebe^ 
are foroed to retire to the nearest neighbouring village 
for a cabin to put their heads in ; the leading man of the 
parish, when he makes the greatest clamour, being least 
disposed to accommodate the minister with an acre of 
ground. And, indeed, considering the dii!icu1ties the 
clergy lie under upon this head, it has been frequent 
matter of wonder to me, how they are able to perform 
that part of their duty so well as they do. 

There is a uoble author,^ Avho has lately addressed to 
the house of commons an excellent discourse for the en- 
couragement of agriculture; full of most useful hintfl^ 
which I hope that honourable assembly will consider as 
they deserve. I am no stranger to his lordship; and, 
excepting in what relates to the church, there are few 
persons with whose opinions I am better pleased to 
agree; and am therefore grieved when I find hin^ charg- 
ing the inconveniencies in the payment of tithes upon 
the clergy and their proctors. His lordship is . above 
considering a very known and vulgar truth, that the 
meanest farmer has all manner of advantages against the 
most powerful clergyman, by whom it is impossible be 
can be wronged, although the minister were ever so ill 
disposed ; the whole system of teasing, peiplexing, and 
defrauding the proctor, or his master, being as well 
known to every ploughman, as the reaping or sowing of 
his com, and much more artfully practised. Besides, 
the leading man in the parish must have his tithes at his 
own rate, which is hardly ever above one quarter of the 
value. And I have heard it computed by many skilful 
observers, whose interest was not concerned, that the 
clergy did not receive, throughout the kingdom, one hsdf 
pf what the laws have made their due. 

«> The late Lord Molesworth. H^- 
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As to his lordship's disconteDt against the bishops 
court, I shall not interpose farther than in venturing my 
priyate opinion, that the clergy would be very glad to 
irecoTer their just dues, bj a more short, decisive, and 
compulsive method, than such a cramped limited juri8>- 
diction will allow. 

His lordship is not the only person, disposed to give 
the clei^ the honour of being tlie sole encouragers of 
all new improvements. If hops, hemp, flax, and twenty 
things more are to be planted, the clergy alone must re- 
ward the industrious farmer by abatement of the tithe. 
What if the owner of nine parts in ten, would please to 
abate proportionably in his rent for every acre thus im* 
proved ? Would not a man just dropped from the clouds, 
upon a full hearing, judge the demand to be at least as 
reasonable ? 

I believe no man will dispute his lordship's title to his 
estate ; nor will I the jus divinum of tithes, which he 
mentions with some emotion. I suppose the affirmative 
would be of little advantage to the clergy, for the same 
reason, that a maxim in law has more weight in the 
wiNrkl than an article of faith. And yet I think there 
may be such a thing as sacrilege ; because it is frequent- 
ly mentioned by Greek and Romau authors, as well as 
described in Holy Writ. This I am sure of; that his 
lordship would at any time excuse a parliament, for not 
concerning itself in his properties, without his own 
consent. 

The observatioBs I have made upon his lordship's 
discourse, have not, I confess, been altogether proper 
to my subject : however, since he has been pleased there* 
in to offer some proposab to the house of commons with 
relation to the clergy, I hope he will excuse me for 
differing from him ; which proceeds from his own prin- 
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ciple, the desire of defending liberty and property, that 
he has so strenuously and coastantly maintained. 

But the otlier writer openly declares for a law em«- 
powering the bishops to set feefarms ; and says, ^ Wluh 
ever intimates, that they will deny their consent to such 
a reasonable law, which the whole nation cries for, are 
enemies to them and the church." Whether this be his 
real opinion, or only a strain of mirth and irony, the 
matter is not much. However, my sentiments are so di* 
rectly contrary to his, that I think, whoever impartiaUy 
reads and considers what I have written upon this aign- 
ment, has either no regard for the church established 
• under the hierarchy of bishops, or will never consent to 
any law, that shall repeal or elude the limiting clause re- 
lating to the real half value, contained in the act of par- 
liament decimo CaroU^ fof the preservation of the inhe- 
ritance, rights and profits of lands belonging to the 
chui'ch and persons ecclesi^tical ; which was groanded 
vpon reasons, that do still, and must for ever subsist* 

October 21, 172?. 
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liYy IF DUE ENCOURAGEHENT BE GIYEN. 



But one lock and a half in the whole hous^ 

The key of the garden door lost« 

The empty bottles all uncleanable. 

The vessels for drink few and leaky. 

The new house all going to ruin before it is fioishi^ 

One hinge of the street door broke off, and the peo» 
pie forced to go out and come in at the back door. 

The door of the Dean's bedchamber full of large 
cfaioks. 

The beaufet letting in so much wind that it almost 
blows out the candles. 

The Dean's bed threatening every night to fall under 
him. 

The little table loose and broke in the joints. 

The passages open over head, by which the cats pass 
continually into the cellar and eat the victuals, for 
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which one was tried, condemaed, aad executed by the 
sword. 

The lai-ge table in a very tottering condition. 

But one chair in the house fit for sitting on, and that 
in a very ill state of health. 

Tlie kitchen perpetually crowded with savages. 

Not a bit of mutton to be had in the country. 

Want of beds, and a mutiny thereupon among the 
servants, till supplied from Kells. 

An egregious want of all the most common necessary 
Utensils. 

Not a bit of tarf this cold weather ; and Mrs. John- 
son and the Dean in person, with all their servants^ 
forced to assist at the bog in gathering up the wet bot- 
toms of old clamps. 

The grate in the ladies' bed chamber broke, and 
forced to be removed, by which they were compelled to 
be without fire, the chimney smoking intolerably ; and 
the Dean's great coat was employed to stop the wind 
from coming down the chimney, without which expe- 
dient they must have been starved to death. 

A messenger sent a mile to borrow an old broken tun- 
dish. 

Bottles stopped with bits of wood and tow, instead of 
corks. 

Not one utensil for a fire, except an old pair of toogi^ 
which travels through the house, and is likewise em- 
ployed to take the meat out of the pot, for want <tf a 
flesh fork. 

Every servant an errant thief as to victuals and drinky 
and every comer and goer as errant a thief of every 
thing he or she can lay their hands on. 

The spit blunted with poking into bogs kx timber,, and 
tears the meat to pieces. 
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BeUum atque faa/ninam : or a kitcheD war between 
BUrse aod a nasty crew of both sexes; she to preserve 
inrder and cleauliness, they to destroy both ; and they 
generally are conquerors. 

AprU 28. This momir)^ the great foredoor quite 
open, dancing back\^ ard and forward with all its weight 
uplon the lower hinge, which roust have been broken if 
the Dean had not accidentally come and relieved it. 

A great hole in the floor of the ladies' chamber, every 
hour hazarding a broken leg. 

Two damnable iron spikes erect on the Dean's bed- 
stead, by which he is in danger of a broken shin at 
rising, and going to bed. 

The ladies' and Dean's servants growing fast into the 
manners and thieveries of the natives ; the ladies them- 
selves very much corrupted ; the Dean perpetually 
storming, and in danger of either losing all his flesh, or 
dnking into barbarity for the sake of peace. 

Mrs. Dingley full of cares for herself, and blunders 
and negligence for her friends. Mrs. Johnson sick and 
helpless. The Dean deaf and fretting; the lady's maid 
awkward and clumsy ; Robert lazy and forgetful ; Wil 
liam a pragmatical, ignorant, and conceited puppy ; 
Robin and nurse the two great and only supports of the 
femily. 

BeUum lactceum: or the milky battle, fought be- 
tween the Dean and the crew of Ctuilca ; the latter in- 
nsting on their privilege of not milking till eleven in 
the forenoon ; whereas Mrs. Johnson wanted milk at 
eight for her health. In this battle the Dean got the 
▼ictory; but the crew of Ctuilca begin to rebel again; 
f(Nr it is this day almost ten o'clock, and Mrs. Johnson 
has not got her milk. 
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A prorerb qd the laziness and lodgings of the aenrasts : 
<* The worse their sty — the longer they lie.'* 

Two gi-eat holes in the wall of the ladies' bedchaodbei; 
^t at the back of the bed, and one of them directly 
behind Mrs. Johnson's pillow, either of wUch would 
blow out a candle in the calmest day. 
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TO 

HIS GRACE, WILLIAM, LOED ARCH^ 
BISHOP OF DUBLIN, &c. 

VHE HUMBLE REPRESENTATION OF THE CLERCnP 
OF THE CITT OF DUBLIN. 



January^ 1724. 

HT LORD, 

Tour Grace having been pleased to communicate ta 
a certain brief, by letters patent, for the relief (tf one 
Charles McCarthy, whose house in College-green, Dub- 
lin, was burnt by an accidental fire ; and having de^ed 
us to consider of the said brie^ and give our opinions 
thereof to your grace : 

VTe, the clergy of the city of Dublin, in compliance 
with your Grace'ft desire, and with great acknowledg- 
ments for your paternal tenderness toward us, having 
maturely considered the said l^ief by letters patent, 
compared the several parts of it with what is enjoined us 
by the rubric (which is confirmed by acf of parliament,) 
and consulted persons skilled in the laws of the church ; 
do, in the names of ourselves and of the rest of our 
brethren the clergy of the diocese of Dublin, most hum- 
bly represent to your grace : 

First, That by this brief, your grace is required and 
commanded, to recommend and command all the parsons^ 
vicars, Ax. to advance so great an act of charity. 

We shall not presume to determine how far your grace 
may be commanded by the said brief, but we humbly 
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conceive that the clergy of your diocese cannot, by any 
law now in being, be commanded by your grace to ad- 
vance the said act of charity, any otherwise than by 
readiijg the said brief in our several churches, as pre* 
scribed by the rubric. 

Secondly, Whereas it is said in the said brief, " That 
the parsons, vicars, <tc. upon the first Lord's day, or op- 
portunity, after the receipt of the copy of the said brief, 
shall, deliheratoly and aflfectionately, publish and declare 
the tenour thereof to his majesty's subjects, and earnestly 
pereuade, exhort, and stir them up, to contribute freely 
and cheerfully toward the relief of the said suflferer :" 

We do not comprehend what is meant by the word 
opportunity. We never do preach upon any day ex- 
cept the Lord's day, or some solemn days legally ap- 
pointed ; neither is it possible for the strongest constitution 
among us to obey this command (which includes no less 
than a whole sermon) upon any other opportunity than 
when our people are met together in the church ; and 
to perform this work in every house where the parishes 
are very populous, consisting sometimes here in town of 
nine hundred or one thousand houses, would take up the 
space of a year, although we should preach in two fa- 
milies every day : and 'almost as much time in the coun- 
try, where the parishes are of large extent, the roads bad, 
and the people too poor to receive us and give charity 
at once. 

But, if it be meant that these exhortations are com- 
manded to be made in the church upon the Lord's day ; 
we are humbly of opinion, that it is left to the discretion 
of the clergy, to choose what subjects they think most 
proper to preach on, and at what times; and if they 
preach either false doctrines or seditious principles they 
are liable to be punished. 
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It majr possibly happen that the sufferer recommeoded 
may be a person not deserring the favour intended by 
the brief; in which case no minister who knows the suf- 
ferer to be an undeserving person, can, with a safe cou- 
science, deliberately and affectionately publish the brief, 
much less earnestly persuade, exliort, and stir up the 
people to contribute freely and cheerfully toward the 
relief of such a sufferer."*^ 

Thirdly, Whereas, in the said brief, the ministers and 
curates are required, ^ on the weekdays next after the 
Lord's day when the brief was read, to go from house to 
house, with their churchwardens, to ask and receive from 
all persons the said charity :'' We cannot but observe 
here, that the said ministers are directly made collectors of 
the said charity in conjunction with the churchwardens^ 
which, however, we presume, was not intended, as being 
against all law and precedent : and therefore, we appre- 
Jiend, there may be some inconsistency, which leaves us 
at a loss how to proceed : for, in the next paragraph, the 
ministers and curates are only required, where they coo* 
veniently can, t<f accompany the churchwardens, or 
procure some other of the chief inhabitants to do the 
jsame. And in a following paragraph, the whole woik 
seems left entirely to the churchwardens, who are requir- 
ed to use their utmost diligence to gather and collect 
the said charity, and to pi^ the same, iiyen days after, 
to the parson, vicar, &c. 

In answer to this, we do represent to your grace our 
humble opinion, that neither we, nor our churchwar- 
dens, can be legally commanded or required to go 
from house to house, to receive the said charity ; he- 

* This M^Cartby^i house was burnt in the month of August, 1723: 
and the universal ofiinion of mankind was, that M^ij^arth/ himself was 
the person who set fir^ to the bouse. D. S3. 

TOL. XII. . B 
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cause your grace has informed us id your order, at your 
viBitation, A. D. 1712, ** That neither \re nor our 
churchwai'dens are bound to make any collations tk 
the poor, save in the church ;'* irhich also appears 
plainly by the rubric, that appoiuts both time and places 
as your grace has observed in your said drder. 

We do likein^ise assure your grace, that it is not in 
our power to procure some of the chief inhabitants of our 
parishes to accompany the churchwardens from house to 
house in these collections : and we have reason to be* 
lieve that such a proposal made to our chief inhabltaofs 
(particularly in this city, where our chief inhabitants are 
oi\en peers of the land) would be received in a manher 
very little to our own satisfaction, or to the advantage of 
the said collections* 

Fourthly, The brief does will, require, and command 
the bishops, and all other dignitaries of the churdi, 
'* that they make their contributions distinctly, to be re- 
turned in the several provinces to the several ardi- 
i)ishops of tlie same." 

Upon which we take leave to observe, that the tenra 
of expression licre are of tlie strongest kind, and in ft 
point that may subject the said dignitaries (for we shall 
say nothing of the bishops) to great inconvcniencies. 

The said dignitaries are here willed, required, and 
commanded, to make their contributions distinctly ; bf 
which it should seem that they are absolutely command- 
ed to make contributions (for the word distinct^ ia but 
a circumstance) and may be understood not very agree- 
4ible to a voluntary, cheerful conbribution. And, there- 
fore, if any bishop or dignitary should refuse to make Us 
contribution (perhaps for very good reasons) he may be 
tliought to incur the crime of disobedience to his miyesty, 
which all good subjects abhor, when such a command H 
9CCording to la^. 
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iStost digoitics of thh kingdom consist only of paro- 
diial tithes, and the dignitaries are ministers of parblier. 
A doubt may therefore arise, whether the sslid dignita- 
ries are willed, required, and commanded, to make their 
4}ontributions in both capacities, distinctly as dignitaries^ 
and jointly as parsons or vicars. 

Many dignities in this kingdom are the poorest kind 
of benefices; and it should seem hard to put poor digni- 
taries under the necessity either of making greater con- 
tributions than they can afford, or of exposing themselves 
to the censure of wanting charity, by making their con- 
tributions public. 

Our Saviour commands us, in works of charity, to 
^ let not our left hand know what our right hand doth ;*^ 
which cannot well consist with our being willed, requir- 
ed, and commanded, by any earthly power, where no 
law is prescribed, to publbh our charity to the world, if 
we have a mind to conceal it. 

Fifthly, Whereas it is said, in the said brief, "" That 
Ihe parson, vicar, dx. of every parish, shall, in six days 
after tlie receipt of the said charity, return it to his re- 
spective chancellor, ^." This may be a great grievance, 
hazard, and expense, to the said parson, in remote and 
desolate parts of the eountiy; where often an honest 
messenger (if such a one can be got) must be hired to 
travel forty or fifty miles going and coming; which will 
probably cost more than the value of the contribution h^ 
carries with him. And this charge, if briefs ehould hap- 
pen to be frequent, would be enough .to undo many a 
4X>or clergyman in the kingdom. 

Sixthly, We observe in the said briqf, that tlie pro* 
▼ost and fellows of the university, judges, officers of th^ 
court, and professors of laws, common and civil, are net 
ther wUled, required, nor commanded, to make their 
C^tributions; but that so good a work is only recom- 
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mended to them. Whereas, we conceive, that all his 
majesty's subjects are equally obliged, with or without 
his majesty's commands, to promote works of charity 
according to their power ; and that the clergy, io their 
ecclesiastical, capacity, are only Hable to such commands 
as the rubric, or any other law, shall enjoin, bein^ bora 
to the same pnvileges of freedom with the rest of bb 
majesty's subjects. 

We cannot but observe to your grace, that, in the 
English act of the fourth year of Clueen Anne, for the 
better collecting charity money on briefs by letters pa- 
tent, &c. the ministers are obliged only to read the briefii 
in their churches, without any particular exhortations . 
neither are they commanded to go from house to house 
with the churchwardens, nor to send the money collected 
to their respective chancellors, but pay it to the under- 
taker or agent of the sufferer. So that we humbly 
hope, the clergy of this kingdom shall not, without any 
law in being, be put to greater hardships in this case 
than their brethren in England ; where the legislature, 
intending to prevent the abuses in collecting charity mo- 
ney on briefs, did not think fit to put the cleigy under 
any of those difficulties we now complain of in the 
present brief by letters patent, for the relief of Charles 
McCarthy aforesaid. 

The collections upon the Lord's day are the princi- 
pal support of our own numerous poor in our several 
parishes ; and therefore every single brief, with the be- 
nefit of a full collection over the whole kingdom, must 
depnve several thousands of poor of tiieir weekly main- 
tenvice, for the sake only of one person, who often be- 
comes a sufferer by his own folly or negligence, and is 
sure to overvalue Ins losses double or treble : so that, if 
this precedent be followed, as it certainly will if the pre- 
sent brief should siiccrcd, we may probably have a new 
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brief every week ; aftd thus, for tlie advantage of fifty- 
two persons, whereof not one in ten is deserving, and for 
the interest of a dozen dexterous clerks and secretaries, 
the whole poor in the kingdom will be likely to starve. 

We are credibly informed, that neither the officers of 
the lord primate in preparing the report of his grace's 
opinion, nor those of the great seal in passing the patent 
for Inriefs, will remit any of their fees, both which do 
amount to a considerable sura : and thus the good inten- 
tions of well-disposed people are in a great measure dis- 
appointed, a large part of their charity being anticipated 
and alienated by fees and gratuities. 

Lastly, We cannot but represent to your grace our 
great concern and grief, to see' the pains and labour of 
our churchwardens so much increased, by the injunctions 
and commands put upon them in this brie( to the great 
disadvantage of the clergy and the people, as well as to. 
their own trouble, damage, and loss of time ; to which, 
great additions have been already made, by laws ap- 
pointing them to collect the taxes for the watch and the 
poor-house, which they bear witli great unwillingness ; 
and if they shall find themselves farther laden with such 
briefs as this of McCarthy, it will prove so great a dis- 
couragement, that we shall never be able to provide 
honest and sufficient persons for that weighty office of 
churchwarden, so necessary to the laity as well as the 
clergy, in all things that relate to the order and regula- 
tion of parishes. 

Upon all these considerations, we humbly hope that 
your grace, of whose fatherly care, vigilance, and ten- 
derness, we have had so many and great instances, will 
represent the case to his most excellent majesty, or tlie 
chief governor in this kingdom, in such a manner, tha 
we may be neither under the necessity of deelining Ids 
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majesty's commands io his letters patent, or of taking lieW 
and grievous burdens upon ourselves and our church- 
wardens,- to which neither the rubric, nor any other law' 
in force, obliges us to submit. 
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i/'^t About fhe year 1722, wTieD CharleffDuke of GraftoD wasliord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood, a bardwareman and a 
bankrupt, alleging the great want of copper money in that kingdom, 
procured a patent for coining 108,000/. to pass there as current money. 
The Dean believing this measure to be a vile job from the b^miiDg 
to the end, and that the chief procurers of the patent were to be sfaar- 
<*rs in the profits which would arise from the ruin of a kingdom, as- 
fiumcd the character of a Draper, which for some reasons be ehoac to 
write Drajner; and in the following Letters warned the people not 
to receive the coin which was then sent over. H. — ** To judge by the 
accounts generally given of that transaction, it would appear a 
monster of despotism and fraud, that the halfpence were defleleat So 
weight and goodness, and that the circulation of them would baTe 
been followed by the total ruin of Ireland. In fact, the inimitable 
humour of Swift, which places the kingdom on one side, and WiOiarn 
Wood on the other, has misled our judgment, and captivated our ima- 
gination ; and most persons have formed their opinion from his Dra- 
pier^s Letters and satirical poems, rather than from autbmtic docu- 
ments or well-attested facts* The ample narrative of this transac- 
tion, stripped of the exaggerated dress in which the malignant wit of 
the author has invested it, is reduced to a short compass. Tliere be- 
ing great deficiency of copper currency in Ireland, the king, in virtue 
of his prerogative, granted to William Wood a patent for coining far- 
tfiings and half pence, to the value of 100,0001. sterling, on certain 
terms which the patentee was bound to follow. William Wood, who 
in the party language of Swift is ridiculed under the denomination of 
a hardwareman and a low mechanic, was a great proprietor aD4 
renter of iron works in England. He had a lease of all the mines on 
ihe crown lands in thirty-nine counties, was proprietor of several iroo 
and copper works, and carried on, to a very considerable amount, 
manufactures for the difiere:it preparations of those metals. Among 
many proposals submitted to government, that which he delivered 
was accepted, and was considered by all persons of judgment or capa- 
city, not biassed by party or national prejudice, as beneficial to Ire- 
land> But the natives did not see it in so favourable a light ; and 
before the money was circulated a general ferment was eicited.*^ 

Cozs, Mnmoirs of Sir Robert Walpole, vol. I. p, 21t« 
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LETTER I. 

TO THE TRADESMEN, SHOPKEEPERS, FARMERS, AND 
COUNTRY PEOPLE IN GENERAL, OP THE KINGDOM 
OF IRELAND, CONCERNING THE BRASS HALFPENCE, 
COINED BY ONE WILLIAM WOOD, HARDWARBMAW, 
WITH A DESIGN TO HAVE THEM PASS IN THI^ 
KINGDOM. 

Wherein is shown the power rf hispaUntj the value of 
his halfpence, and how far enery person mat/ be ob- 
liged to take the same in paj/mentSy and how to behave 
hitnselfy in case such an aUempt should be tnade by. 
Woody or any other person, 

(very proper to be KEPT IN EVERY FAMI^J-.) 
BY M. B. DRAPIER. 1724. 



ntETHREN, FRIENDS, COUNTRYMEN, 
AND FELLOW-SUBJECTS, 

What I intend now to say to you, is, next to your 
duty to God, and the care of your salvation, of the 
greatest concern to yourselves and your children ; your 
bread and clothing, and every common necessary of life, 
entirely depend upon it Therefore I do most earnestly 
exhort you, as men, as Christians, as parents, and as lo ; 
vers of your country, to read this paper with the utmost 
attention, or get it read to you by others; which that 
you may do at the less expense, I have ordered the prin- 
ter to sell it at the lowest rate. 

It is a great fault among you, that when a person 
writes with no other intention than to do you good, you 
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will Dot be at the pains to read his advices. One copy of 
this paper may serve a dozen of you, which "wiH be less 
than a farthing a piece. It is your folly, that you have 
no common or general interest in your view, not evea 
the wisest among you ; neither do you know, or inquire* 
or care, who are your friends, or who are your enemies* 

About four yeai's ago a little book was written, to adr 
rise ell people to wear the manufactures of this our own 
dear country.^ It had no other design, said nothhiig 
against the king or parliament, or any person whatso- 
ever; yet the poor printer was prosecuted two jears 
witli the utmost violence, and even some weavers them- 
selves (for whose sake it was written) being upon the 
JURY, found him guilty. This would be enough to 
discourage any man from endeavouiiug to do yon good^ 
when you will either neglect him, or fly in his face for 
his pains, and when he must expect only danger to him- 
self, and to be fined and imprisonedi perhaps to his ruiiv 

However, I cannot but warn you once more of the 
manifest destruction befoto your eyes, if you do not be- 
have yourselves as you ought. 

I will therefore first teU you the plain story of the 
fact ; and then I will lay before you how you ought to 
act, in common prudence, according to the laws of your 
country. 

The fact is this : It having bueeu mtmy yean* since 

COPPER HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS WCre last Coiued lO 

this kingdom, they have been for some time very scarce, 
and many counterfeits passed. about under the name of 
raps : several applications were made to England, that 
we miglU have liberty to coin new ones, as in former 
limes we did ; but they did not sujcceed. At last one 

* " A proposal for the uec pf IrUb A9ttulact<£re9 i^' the tract wb^ 
liegins this volome. If. 
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Mr. Wood, a meau ordioaiy man^ a hardware-dealer, 
procured a patent under bb majesty's broad seal to cdn 
108,0001. in copper for this kingdooi; which pate&t, 
however, did oot oblige any ooe here to take them, un- 
less they pleased. Now you must know, that the half- 
pence and farthings in England pass for very KtUe more 
than they are worth ; and if you should beat them to 
pieces, and sell them to the brasier, you would not lose 
muc^ above a penny in a shilling. But Mr. Wood 
made his halfpence of such base metal, and so much 
smaller than the English ones, that the brasier would 
harcHy give you above a penny of good money for a 
shilling of his; so that this sum of 108,0Q0l. in good 
gold and silver, must be given for trash, that will not be 
worth above eight or nine thousand pounds real value. 
But this is not the worst ; for, Mr. Wood, when he 
pleases, may by stealth send over another 108,0001. and 
buy all our goods for eleven parts in twelve under the 
value. For example, if a hatter sells a dozen of hats 
for five siiillings a piece, which amounts to three pounds^ 
and receives the payment in Wood's coin, he really re- 
ceives only the value of five shillings. 

Perhaps you will wonder how such aa ordinaiy fel- 
low as this Mr. Wood could have so much interest as ta 
get his majesty's broad seal for so great a sum of ba^ 
money to be sent to this poor country ; and that all the 
nobility and gentry here could not obtain the same fa- 
vour, and let us make our own halfpence, as we used ta 
do. ]N"ow I will make that matter very plain : we are 
at great distance from the king's court, and have nobody 
tliere to solicit foi* us, although a great number of lorda 
s^nd 'squues, whose estates are here, and are our coun- 
trymen, spend all their lives and fortunes there : but thii 
same Mr. Wood was able to attend constantly for: his 

chvn interest ; he is an Englishman, and had great (ilebds ^ 

K 3 
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and it seuns, knew very irell where to give money to^ 
those that would speak to others, that could speak to the 
king, aud would tell a fair story. And hb majesty, aod 
perhaps the great lord or lords who advise Mm, might 
thiok it was for our country's good \ and so, as the law- 
yers express it, " the king was deceived in his grant,'* 
which often happens in all reigns. And I am sure if bis 
majesty knew that such a patent, if it should take efTect 
according to the desire of Mr. Wood, would utterly ruin 
tills kingdom, which has given such great proofs of its 
loyalty, he would immediately recall it, and perhaps 
show his displeasure to somebody or other: but a i^ord 
to the wise is enough. Most of you must have heard 
with what anger our honourable house of commons re- 
ceived an account of this Wood's patent.'^ There were 

* '^ Inflamed by national zeal, the two houses passed addresses to 
tlie crown, accusing the patentee of fraud and deceit ; asserting, that 
t tie terms of the patent were infringed both in the quantity and quality 
of the coin ; that the circulation of ilic halfpence would be highly pre- 
.fudicial to the revenue, destructive of the commerce, and of most dan- 
gerous consequence totlie rights and properties of the subjects: the 
commons, with an absurdity and effrontery hardly credible, declar- 
ed, that, even had the terms <^ the patent been complied with, the 
niitlon would have suffered a loss at least of one hundred and fifty per 
c^^nt. ! and indeed the wliolc clamour rested on partial or ignorant 
representations. It was not at that time expected or dwelt on as a 
matter of speculative propriety, that the weight of the copper c<5io 
ghonld be adequate to its circulating value ; and the assertion, that 
Mood bad carried on notorious frauds and deceits in the coinage, as 
advanced hy Swift, and that the intrinsic was not equal to one eighth 
of the nominal value, was proved to be false, by an assay made at the 
niiut, under Sir Isaac Newton and his two associates, men of no less 
honour than capacity, tiie result of which was, that in weighty good^ 
noss, and fineness, it rather exceeded than feU riiort of the condition* 
of the patent. But the clamour, however ui\just, was raised, and be«> 
rame general; and it was a necessary act of prudence not to increase 
the fermcmt, by forcing upon a nation what was considered as unjust 
nnd fraudulent. Lord Carteret, who succeeded the duke of Grafton in 
l!ieo£[ictof locd lieutenant^ faifed no I^ss than his predl^cCsjox ib all 
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several fine speeches made upon it, and plain proofed 
that it was all a wicked cheat from the bottom to the top ; 
and several smart votes were printed, which that same 
Wood had the assurance to answer likewise in print | ^ 
and in so confident a way, as if he were a better man 
than our whole parliament put together. 

This Wood, as soon as his patent was passed^ or soon 
after, sends over a great many barrels of those halfpence 
to Cork, and other seaport towns; and to get them ofl^ 
offered a hundred pounds in his coin, for seventy or 
eighty in silver : but the collectors of the king's customs 
very honestly refiised to take them, and so did almost ■ 
every body else. And since the parliament has coa- 
demned them, and desired the king that they might be 
stopped, all the kingdom do abominate them. 

But Wood is still working underhand to force his 
halfpence upon us ; and if he can, by the help of his 
friends in England, prevail so far as to g^t an order» 
that the comm^ioners and collectors of the king's money 
shall receive them, and that the army is to be paid with 
them, then he thinks his work shall be done. And this 
is the difficulty you will be under in such a case ; for, 
the common soldier, when he goes to the market, or ale- 
house, will offer this money ; and if it be refused, perhaps 
he will swagger and hector, and threaten to beat the 
butcher ^eratewife,. or take the goods by force, and throw 
thenf the bad halfpence. In this and the like cases, the 
shopkeeper or victuall^, or any other tradesman, has 
no more to do, than to oemand ten times the price of Ms 
goods, if it is to be paid in Wood's money ; for example. 

Lis endeavours to obtain the iotroductioa of the copper money. The 
patent was uirrcndcred, and tranquillity restored. Wood, as an in- 
demnification for thfe lots he had sustained, received pensions to the 
ainouat of 30001. a year for eight years.** Coxt, p. 227. 
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twenty pcDce of that monej for a quart of ale, and sa ib 
alJ tilings elfie, aud not part with his goods till he gets the 
money. 

For, suppose jou go to an alehouse with that base 
ZKioney, and the landlord gives you a quart for four ol 
those halfpence, what must the victualler do ? hia brew- 
er will not be paid in that coin ; or, if the brewer should 
be such a fool, the farmers will not take it from them for 
their here,* because they are bound, by their leases, to 
pay their rents in good and lawful money of England; 
which this is not, nor of Ireland neither ; and the 'squire^ 
their landlord, will never be so bewitched to take such 
trash for his land ; so that it must certainly stop sooie- 
where or other, and wherever it stops, it is the same 
thing, and we are all undone. 

The common weight of these halfpence is between four 
and five to an ounce, suppose five ; then three sliillings 
and iburpence will weigh a pound, and consequently 
twenty sliillings will weigh six pounds butter weight. 
I^ow there are many hundred farmers, who pay two 
hundred poimds a year rent ; therefore, when one - of 
these farmers comes with his half year's rent, which is 
one hundred pounds, it will be at least six hundred 
pounds weight, which is three horses load. 

If a 'squire has a mind to come to town to buy clothes, 
and wine, and spices for himself and faimily, or perhaps 
to pass the winter here, he must bring with him five or 
six horses well loaden with sacks, as the farmers brin(( 
theu' corn ; and when \m lady comes in her coach to 
0|ur shops, it must be followed by a car loaded wit|i Mr. 
Wood's money. And I hope we shall have the grace to 
take it for no more than it is worth. 



* A Fort of barley in Ireland. F 
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They say 'squire Cooollj^ has azteea thousand 
pouD€k a year; aow, if he seoAs far hit rent to town, aa 
it is likely he does, he must have two hundred and fifty 
horses to bring up his half year's rent, and two or three 
great cellars in his house for stowage. But what the 
bankers will do, I cannot tell : ibi I am assured, thait 
some great bankers keep by them forty thousand poaods 
in ready cash, to answer all payments; which suni) la 
Mn Wood's money, would require twelve hundred hor- 
ses to carry it. 

For my own part, I am already resolved what to do; 
I have a furetty good shop of Irish stufis and silka^ and 
instead of taking Mr* Wood's bad co[^r, I intend to 
truck with my neighbours the butchers and bakers and 
brewers, and the rest, goods for goods ; and the littte 
gold and silver I have, I will keep by me, like my heart's 
blood, till better times, or UDtil I am just ready to starve; 
and then I will buy Mr. Wood^s money, as my father 
did the brass money in King James's time, who oould 
buy ten pounds of it with a guinea ; and I hope to get 
as much fcnr a pistole, and so purchase bread from thoKL 
who will be such fools as to sell it me. 

These halfpence, if tliey once pass, will soon be coun- 
terfeited, because it may be cheaply done, the stuff is 
so base. The Dutch likewise will probably do the same 
thing, and send them over to us to pay for our goods ; 
and Mr. Wood ^viil never be at rest, biit coin on ; sa that 
in some years we shall have at least five times 1&8,000L 
of this lumber. Now the current money of this king- 
dom is not reckoned to be above four hundred thousand. 
pounds in all ; and while there is a silver sixpence lefty 
these l^oodsuckera will never be quiet. 

"^ TbeD speaker of the house of cownons. F. 
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When once the kingdom is reduced to such a'condi* 
tion, I mil tell you what must be the end : the gentle- 
men of estates will all turn off their tenants for want of 
payments, because, as I told you before, the tenants are 
obliged by their leases to pay sterling, which is lawful 
current money of England : then they will turn their 
own farmers, as too many of them do already ^ run all 
into sheep, where they can, keeping only such other cat- 
tle as are necessary ; then they will be their own mer- 
chants, and send their wool, and butter, and hides, and 
linen beyond sea, for ready money, and wine, and spices, 
and silks. They will keep only a few miserable cotta- 
gers : the farmers must rob, or beg, or leave their coun- 
try ; the shopkeepers in this, and every other town, must 
break and starve ; for it is the landed man that main- 
tains the merchant, and shopkeeper, and handicrafts- 
man. 

But when the 'squire turns farmer and merchant him- 
self, all the good money he gets from abroad, he will 
hoard up to send for England, and keep some poor taiior 
or weaver and the like in his own house, who will be glad 
to get bread at any rate. 

I should never have done, if I were to tell you all tlie 
miseries that we shall undergo, if we be so foolish and 
wicked as to take this cursed coin. It would be very 
hard, if all Ireland should be put into one scale, and thb 
sorry fellow Wood into the other ; that Mr. Wood should 
weigh down this whole kingdom, by which England gets 
above a million of good money every year clear into 
their pockets : and that is more than the English do by 
all the world besid^. 

But your great comfort is, that as his majesty's patent 
does not oblige you to take this money, so the laws have 
not given the crown a power of forcing the subject to 
take what money the kipg pleases ; for then, by tb^ 
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same reason, ve might be bound to take pebblestones, or 
cockleshells, or stamped leather, for current coin, if ever 
we should happen to live under an ill prince ; who might 
likeirise, b7 the same power, make a guinea pass for 
ten pounds, a shilling for twenty shillings, and so on ; by 
which he would, in a short time, get all the silter and 
gold of the kingdom into his own hands, and leave us 
nothing but brass or leather, or what he pleased. Nei- 
ther is any thing reckoned more cruel and oppressive in 
the French government, than their common practice of 
calling in all their money, after they have sunk it very 
low, and then coining it anew at a much higher value ; 
which, however, is not the thousandth part so wicked as 
this abominable project of Mr. Wood. For, the French 
give their subjects silver for silver, and gold for gold ; 
but this fellow will not so much as give us good brass or ' 
copper for our gold and silver, nor even a twelfth part 
of their worth. 

Having said this much, I will now go on to tell you the 
judgment of some great lawyers in this matter ; whom I 
feed on purpose for your sakes, and got their opinions 
under their hands, that I might be sure I went upon good 
grounds. 

A famous law-book, called ^ the Mirror of Justice,'' 
discoursing of the charters (or laws) ordained by our an- 
cient kings, declares the law to be as follows : ^^ It was 
ordained that no king of this realm should change or im- 
pair the money, or make any otlier money than of gold 
or silver, without the assent of all the counties,*" that 
is, as my lord Coke^ says, without the assent of parlia- 
ment. 

This book is very ancient, and of great authority for 
the time in which it was written, and with that charac- 

* I lost 578. 
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^er is oflen quoted by that great lawyer my Lord Coke> 
By tlie law of EDgland the several metals are divided 
iuto lawful or true metal, and unlawful or Dalse metal : 
the former comprehends silver and gold, the latter all 
6aser metals ; that the former is only to pass in pay;- 
ments, appears by an act of parliament! made the twen- 
4ieth year of Edward the first, called the statute eon- 
ceming the passing of pence ; which I give you here as 
I got it translated into English ; for some of our laws af 
that time were, as I am told, written in Latin : ^ Who- 
ever in buying or selling presumes to refuse a halfpenny 
or ferthing of lawful money, bearing the stamp which it 
ought to have, let him be seized on as a contemner of the 
king's majesty, and cast into jurison.'' •' 

By this statute, no person is to be reckoned a content 
nor (vf tiie king's majesty, and for that crime to be com* 
mitted to prison, but he wiio refuses to accept the kiog't 
coin made of lawful metal; by which, as I observed be- 
fore, silver and gold only are intended. 

That this is the true construction of the act, appears- 
aot only from the plain meaning of the words, but from 
my Lord Coke's^ observation upon it. '* By this act," 
says he, ^ it appears^ that no subject can be forced to 
take, in buying, or selling, or other payment, any mo- 
gey made but of lawful metal ; that is, of silver or gold*'' 

The. law of England gives the king all mines of gold 
and silver ; but not the mines of other metals ; the rea- 
son of which prerogative or power, as it is given by my 
Lord Coke,$ is, because money can be made of gold and 
silver, but not of other metak. 



* 2 Inst. 576, 7. ) 2 lost. 317. 

t 2 Inst 577. $ 2 lost. «7 
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Pursuaut to this opiuioo, halfpence aod farthings veie 
aDciently made of silver, which is evideiit frmn the act 
ef parliameot of Henry the Fourth, chap. 4, whereby it 
is enacted as follows : Item, for the great scarcity that 
is at present within the realm of England of halfpence 
and fai'thingn of silver, it is ordamcd and estaUished^ 
that the third part of all the money of silver plate which 
shall be brpught to the bullion, shall be made into half- 
pence and fartliings. This shows that the words " halC* 
pence and farthings of lawful money" in that statute 
concerning the passing of pence, is meant a small coih 
in halfpence and farthings of silver. 

This is farther manifest from the statute of the ninth 
year of Edward the Thurd, chap. 3, which enacts, ^ that 
no sterling halfpenny or farthing be molten for to mak^ 
vessels, or any other thing by the goldsmiths, (x otheE% 
upon forfeiture of the money so molten" (or melted.) 

By another act in this king's reign, black money w«i 
not to be cunent in England. And by an act in tlie 
eleventh year of his reign, chap. 5, galley halfpence 
were not to pass. What kind of coin these were, I do 
not know ; but I presume they were made of base me- 
tal. And these acts were no new laws, but farther di^ 
clarations of the old laws relating to the coj^. 

Thus the law stands in relation to coin, -^or is thete 
any example to the contrary, except one in Davis' Re* 
ports, who tells us, '' that in the time of Tyrone's rebel- 
lion, queen Elizabeth ordered money of mixed metal to 
be coined in the Tower of London, and sent over hither 
for the payment of the army, obliging all people to re- 
ceive it; and commanding that all silver money sliould 
be taken only as bullion ;" that is, for as much as it 
weighed. Davis tells us several particulars in this mat- 
ter, too long here to trouble you with, and " that the 
privy council of tUs kingdom obliged a merchant in 
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England, to receive this riiixed money for goods trans, 
mitted hither." 

But this proceeding is rejected by all the best law- 
yers, as contrary to law, the privy council here having 
no such legal power. And besides, it is to be conader- 
ed, that the queen was then under great difficulties by 
a rebellion in this kingdom, assisted from Spain ; and 
whatever is done in gi'eat exigencies and dangerous 
times, should never be an example to proceed by in sea- 
sons of peace and quietness. 

I will now, my dear (Mends, to save you the trouble^ 
set before you in short, what the law obliges you to do, 
and what it does not oblige you to. 

Fii-st, you are obliged to take all money in payments 
which is coined by the king, and is of the English stand- 
ard or weight, provided it be of gold or silver. 

Secondly, you are not obliged to take any money 
which is not of gold or silver ; not only the halfpence or 
farthings of England, but of any other country. And it 
is merely for convenience, or ease, that you are content 
to take them ; because the custom of coining silver hal£> 
pence and farthings has long been left off; I suppose ou 
account of their being subject to be lost. 

Thirdly, iiktch less are we obliged to take tliose vile 
halfpence of that same Wood, by which you must lose al- 
most eleven pence in every sliilling. 

Therefore, my friends, stand to it one and all : refuse 
this filthy trash. It is no treason to rebel against Mr« 
Wood. His majesty, in his patent, obliges nobody to 
take these halfpence : our gracious prince has no such 
ill advisers about him ; or, if he had, yet you see, the 
laws have not left it in the king's power to force us to 
take any coin but what is lawful, of right standard, golcj 
and silver. Therefore you have nothing to fear. 
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And let me in the next place applj myself particular- 
ly to you, who are the poorer sort of tradesmen. Per- 
haps you may think, you vf\\\ not be so great losers as 
the rich, if these halfpence should pass ; because you 
seldom see any silver, and your customers come to your 
^ops or stalls with nothing but brass, which you likewise 
find hard to be got. But you' may take luy word, when- 
ever this money gains footing among you, you will be 
utterly undone. If you carry these halfpence to a shop 
for tobacco or brandy, or any other thhig that you want ; 
the shopkeeper will advance his goods accordingly, or 
else he must break, and leave the key under the door. 
^Do you think I will sell you a yard of tenpenny stuff 
for twenty of Mr. Wood's halfpence ? No, not under 
two hundred at least; neither will I be at the trouble of 
counting, but weigh them in a lump." I will tell you 
one thing farther, that if Mr. Wood's project should take, 
it would ruin even our beggars ; for when I give a beg- 
gar a halfpenny, it will quench his thirst, or go a ^ood 
way to fill his belly : but the twelfth part of a halfpenny 
will do him no more service than if I should give him 
three pins out of my sleeve. 

In short, these halfpence are like ^ the accursed thing; 
which," as the Scripture tells us, ^ the children of Israel 
were forbidden to touch." They will run about like the 
plague, and destroy eveiy one who lays his hand upon 
them. I have heard scholars talk of a man who told 
the king, that he had invented a way to torment people 
by putting them into a bull of brass with fire under it : 
but the prince put the projector first into his brazen 
bull, to make the experiment This very much resem- 
bles the project of Mx. Wood ; and the like of this may 
possibly be Mr. Wood's fate ; that the brass he contrived 
10 torment this kingdom with, may prove his own tor- 
•nent, and his de^ructiou at last. 
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Ijr. B. The author of 4his pap^r is iofdrtned by penoi^ 
trho have made it their businiess to be exact In flieir 
f^bservatioDs on the tk-ue value of these halfpence, tliat 
any person may expect to g6t a quart of twopenny ale 
fbr thirty-six of them. 

■ 

I desire that all families may keep this pap^ carieiiiny 
by them, to refresh their memories whenever they 
shall have farther notice of Mr. Wood^s halfpence^ or 
any other the like imposture. 



{ ni ) 



LETTER II. 

TO 

mLisAnotm r&t: Printer, 

ON OCCASION OF A 

rARAGRAPH IN HIS NEWSPAPER 

Of Aug I, 1724, 

RELATING TO MR. WOOD'S HALFPENCE. 



Aug. 4, 1 724. 

Ik your newsletter of tbe first instant, there is a pa- 
ragraph, dated from London, July 25, relating to Wood^s 
halfjpence ; -wherebj it is plain, what I foretold in my 
letter to the shopkeepers, &c, that this vile fellow would 
never be at rest ; and that the danger of our ruin ap* 
preaches nearer ; and therefore the kingdom requires 
new and fresh warning. However, I take this para- 
graph ta be, in a great measure, an imposition upon the 
public ; at least I hope so, because I am informed that 
Wood is generally Ms own ncwswriter. I cannot but 
observe from that paragraph, that this public enemy of 
ours, not satisfied to ruin us with his trash, takes every 
o<5casion to treat this kingdom with the utmost contempt. 
He represents several of our merchants and traders, up* 
on examination before a committee of council, agreeing, 
that there was the utmost necessity of copper money her^ 
before hfa patent : so that several gentlemen have be€Yi 
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forced to tally with tlieir workmen, and give them biis 
of cards sealed and subscribed with their names. What 
then ? If a physician prescribe to a patient a dram of 
physic, shall a rascal apothecary cram him with a 
pound, and mix it up with poison ? And is not a land- 
lord's hand and seal to his own labourers a better securi- 
ty for five or ten shillings, than Wood's brass, ten times 
below the real value, can be to the kingdom for a 
hundred and eight thousand pounds ? 

But who are these merchants and traders of Ireland 
that made this report of the utmost necessity we are un- 
der for copper money ? They are only a few betrayers 
of their country, confederates with Wood, from whom 
they are to purchase a great quantity of his coin, per- 
haps at half the price that we are to take it, and vend 
it among us, to the ruin of the public, and their own pri- 
vate advantages. Are not these excellent witnesses, up- 
on whose integrity the fate of the kingdom must depend, 
evidences in their own cause, and sharers in this work 
of iniquity ? 

If we could have deserved the liberty of coining for 
ourselves, as we formerly did, and why we have it uot 
is every body's wonder as well as mine, ten thousand 
pounds might have been coined here in Dublin of only 
one fifth below the intrinsic value ; and this sum, with 
the stock of halfpence we then had, would have been 
sufficient : but Wood, by his emissaries, enemies to God 
and this kingdom, has taken care to buy up as many of 
our old halfpence as he could ; and from thence the pre- 
sent want of change arises ; to remove which by Mr. 
Wood's remedy, woidd be, to cure a scratch on the 
finger by f^utting ojQT the arm. But, supposing there 
were not one farthing of change in the whole nation, 
I will maintain, that five-and-twenty thousand ppuods 
would be a sum fully sufficient to answer all our occa- 
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uons. I am no ineoosiderable shopkeeper la this town. 
I have discoursed with several of my oirn, and other 
trades, with maoy gentlemen both of city and countr}^, 
and also with great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and 
labourers, who all agree, that two shillings in change for 
every family, would be more than necessary in all deal- 
ii^ Now, by the largest computation (even before 
that grievous discouragemeut of agriculture,"*^ whidi has 
so much lessened our numbers) the souls in this king- 
dom are computed to be one million and a half; which, 
allowing six to a family, makes two hundred and fifij 
thousand families, and consequently two shillings to each 
family, will amount only to five-and-twenty thousand 
pounds; whereas, this honest, liberal hardwareman. 
Wood, would impose upon us above four times that 
sum. 

Your paragraph relates farther, that Sir Isaac New- 
ton reported an assay, taken at the Tower, of Wood's 
metal ; by which it appears, that Wood had in all re- 
spects performed his contract. His contract ! with whom ? 
Was it with the parliament or people of Ireland ? Are 
not they to be the purchasers ? But they detest, abhor, 
and reject it as coirupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt 
and trash. Upon which he grows angry, goes to laTi^ 
and will impose his goods upon us by force. 

But your newsletter says, that an assay was made of 
the coin. How impudent and insupportable is this I 
Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two halfpence of 
good metal, sends them to tlie Tower, and they are ap- 
proved ; and these must answer all that he has already 
coined, or shall coin for the future. It is true, indeed, 
(hat a gentleman often sends to my shop for a pattern of 

* Perhaps the prohibition from ploughiog. Rep. 2. H'. 
VOL. XIT. If 
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stufT; I cut it fairly off, and if he likes it, he comes, 6f 
sends, and compares the pattern with the whole piecd^ 
and probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to 
buy a hundred sheep, and the grazier should bring me 
one single wether fat and well fleeced, by way of pat- 
tern, and expect the same price round for the whole 
hundred, without suffering me to see them before he was 
paid, or giving me good security to restore my money 
for those that were lean, or shorn, or scabby, I would 
be none of his customer. I have heard of a man who 
had a mind to sell his house, and therefore carried a 
piece of brick in his pocket, which he showed as a pat- 
tern to encourage purchasers : and this is directly the 
case in point with Mr. Wood's assay. 

The next part of the paragi*aph, contains Mr. Wood's 
Toluntaty proposals for preventing any farther objections 
or apprehensions. 

His first proposal is, ^' that whereas he has already 
<K>ined seventeen thousand pounds, and has copper pre- 
pared to make it up forty, thousand pounds, he will be 
content to coin no more, unless the exigencies of trade 
REauiRE IT, although his patent empowers him to coio 
a far greater quantity." 

To which if I were to answer, it should be thus : 
*' Let Mr. Wood and his crew of founders and tinkers 
coin on, till there is not an old kettle left in the king- 
dom ; let them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe clay, or 
the dirt in the street, and call their trumpery by what 
name tliey please, from a guinea to a farthing ; we are 
not under any concern to know how he and his tribe of 
accomplices think fit to employ themselves. But I hope^ 
and trust, that we are all, to a man, fully determined to 
have nothing to do with him or his ware.'' 

The king has given him a patent to coin halfpence, 
but has not obliged us to take them : and I have already 
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shown in mj Letter to the Shopkeepers, &e. that the 
law has not left it in the power of the prerogative to 
compel the subject to take any money, beside gold and 
silver of the right sterling and standard. 

Wood farther purposes (if I understand him right, for 
bis expressions are dubious) that he will not coin above 
forty thousand pounds, unless the exigencies of trade re- 
quire it First, I observe that this sum of forty thou- 
sand pounds is almost double to what I proved to be 
sufficient for the whole kingdom, although we had not 
one of our old halfpence left. Again, I ask, who is to 
be judge, when the exigencies of trade require it ? With* 
out doubt he means himself; for as to us of this poor 
kingdom, who must be utterly ruined if this project should 
succeed, we were never once consulted till the matter was 
over, and he will judge of our exigencies by his own : 
neither will these be ever at an end, till he and his ac- 
complices shall think they have enough : and it now ap- 
pears that he will not be content with all our gold and 
silver, but intends to buy up our goods and manufact 
tures with the same coin. 

\ I shall not enter into examination of the prices for 
which he now proposes to sell his halfpence, or what he 
oalls his copper, by the pound ; I have said enough of it 
in my former letter, and it has likewise been considered 
by others. It \b certain that by his own first computa- 
tion, we were to pay three shillings for what was intrin- 
sically worth but one, although it had been of the true 
weight and staudsud for which he pretended to have con- 
tracted ; but there is so great a difference both in weight 
and badness in several of his coins, that some of them 
Lave been nine in ten below the intrinsic value, and most 
of them six or seven* 

nis last proposal being of a peculiar strain and 
nature, deserves to be very particularly considered^ 
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both on account of the matter and the style. It is atf 
follows : 

" Lastly, In consideration of the direful apprehen- 
sions which prevail in Ireland, that Mr. Wood wil!, by 
such coinage, drain them of their gold and silver; he 
proposes to take their manufactures in exchange, and 
that no person be obliged to receive more than five pence 
halfpenny at one payment." 

First, observe this little impudent hardwareman turn- 
ing into ridicule the direful apprehensions of a whole 
kingdom, priding himself as the cause of them, and 
daring to prescribe (what no king of England ever at* 
tempted) how far a whole nation shall be obliged to take 
his brass coin. And he has reason to insult : for sure 
there was never an example in histoiy of a great king- 
dom kept in awe for above a year, in daily dread of utter 
destruction, not by a powerful invader at the head of 
twenty thousand men, not by a ^plague or a famine, not 
by a tyrannical prince (for we never had one more 
gracious,) or a corrupt administration, but by one single, 
diminutive, insignificant mecliauic. 

But to go on : To remove our du'eful apprehensions 
that he will drain us of our gold and silver by his coin- 
age, tlib little arbitrary mock-monarch most graciously 
dffers to take our manufactures in exchange. Are our 
Irish understandings indeed so low in his opinion ? Is 
not this the very misery we complain of; that his cursed 
project will put us under the necessity of selling our 
goods for what is equal to nothing ? How would such 
a proposal sound from France or Spain, or any other 
country with which we ti-affic, if they should crfTer to 
deal with us only upon this condition, that we should 
take their money at ten times higher than the intrin- 
sic value ? Does Mr. Wood think, for instance, that we 
^Yill sell him a stone of wool for a parcel of his counteiB 
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not worth sixpence, -when we caa send it to England^ 
and receive as many shillings in gold and silver? 
Surely there was never heai'd such a compound of im^ 
pudence, villany, and folly. 

His proposals conclude with perfect high treason. He 
promises, that no person shall be obliged to receive more 
than five pence halfpenny of his coin in one paymenU 
By which it is plain, that he pretends to oblige every 
subject in this kingdom to take so much in every pay- 
ment, if it^be offered ; whereas his patent obliges no 
man, nor can the prerogative, by law, claim such a powd- 
er, as I have often observed ; so that here Mr. Wood 
takes upon him the entire legislature, and an absolute 
dominion over the properties of the whole nation. 

Good God ! who are this wretch^^dvisers; who are 
his supporters, abettors, encouragers, or sharers ? Mr. 
Wood will oblige me to take five pence halfpenny of his 
brass in every payment. And I will shoot Mr. Wood 
and his deputies through the head, like highwaymen or 
housebreakers, if they dare to force one farthing of their 
coin on me in the payment of a hundred pounds. It i» 
DO loss of honour to submit to the lion : but who, witli 
the figure of a man, can think with patience of being de* 
voured alive by a rat ? He has laid a tax upon the 
people of Ireland of seventeen shillings at least iu the 
pound : a tax, I say, not only upon lands, but interest- 
money, goods, manufactures, the hire of handicraftsmen, 
labourers, and servants. Shopkeepers, look to your- 
selves! Wood will oblige and force you to take five 
pence halfpenny of his trash in every payment: and 
many of you receive twenty, thirty, forty payments iu 
one day, or else you can hardly find bi-ead : and pray 
consider how much that will amount to in a year ; twen- 
ty times five pence halfpenny is nine shillings and two 
pence, which is above a hundred and sixty pounds a 
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jear, wherein you will be losers of at least one hundred 
and forty pounds by taking your payments in his money. . 
if any of you be content to deal with Mr. Wood on 
such couditioos, you may ; but for my own particulart 
let hb money perish with him. If tiie famous Mr. 
Hampden rather chose to go to prison, than pay a few 
shillings to King Charles I. without authority of parlia** 
mcnt; I will rather choose to be hanged, than have all 
my substance taxed at seventeen shillings in the pound, 
at the arbitrary will and pleasure of the vcnerabIe«Jif!K 
Wood. 

The paragraph concludes thus : " N. B. (that is to 
say, nota bene or mark well) No evidence appeared from 
Ireland, or elsewhere, to prove the mischiefs complained 
•f, or any abuses whatsoever committed in the execution 
of the said grant.'' 

The impudence of this remark exceeds all that went 
before. First, the house of commons in Ireland, which 
represents tlie whole people of the kingdom ; and secondr 
ly, the privy council addressed his majesty against these 
halfpence : what could be done more to express the 
universal sense of the nation ? If his copper were dia^ 
monds, and the kingdom were entirely against it, would 
not that be suificicnt to reject it ? Must al committee of 
the whole house of commons, and our whole privy-coun- 
cil, go over to argue pro and con with Mr. Wood ? To 
what end did the king give his patent for coining half- 
pence in Ireland ? Was it not because it was represent- 
ed to his sacred majesty, that such a coinage would be 
of advantage to the good of this kingdom, and of all his 
subjects here ? It is to the patentee's peril, if this re- 
presentation be false, and the execution of his patent be 
fraudulent and corrupt. Is he so wicked and foolish to 
think, that his patent was given him to ruin a million 
aad a half of people, that he might be a gainer of three 
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or four score thousand peunds to himself? Before he 
iras at the charge of passiog a patent, much more of 
raking up so much filthy dross, and stamping it with his 
majesty's image and superscription, should he not first, 
in common sense, in common equity, and common man- 
ners, have consulted the principal party concerned ; that 
Is to say, the people of the kingdom, the house of lords, 
or commons, or the privy council ? If any foreigner 
should ask us, " whose image and superscription there 
is on Wood's coin ?" we should bo ashamed to tell him, 
it was Cajsar's. In that great want of copper halfpence 
which he alleges we were, our city set up our Ca?sar's* 
statue in excellent copper at an expense that is equal in 
value to thirty thousand pound of his coin ; and we will 
DOt receive his image in worse metal. 

I observe many of our people putting a melancholy 
case on this subject. " It is true," say they, " we are 
all undone if Wood's halfpence must pass ; but what 
shall we do, if his majesty puts out a proclamation com- 
manding us to take them ?" This has often been dinned 
in my ears. But I desire my countrymen to be assured 
that there is nothing in it. The king never issues out a 
proclamation but to enjoin what the law permits him. 
He Will not issue out a proclamation against law; or, if 
such a thing should.happen by a mistake, we are no more 
obliged to obey it, than to run our heads into the fire. 
Besides, his majesty will never commai^d us by a procla- 
mation, what he does not offer to command us in the 
patent itself. There he leaves it to our discretion ; so 
that our destruction must be entirely owing to ourselves; 
Therefore let no man be afraid of a proclamation, which 
will never be granted ; and if it should, yet upon this oc- 

*■ An equcstrlao statute of George I. at Essex-bridge, Dublia. R 



128 THE DRAPIER'S LEITTEES. 

Wood on die one part, and the lords justices, privj* 
council, and both houses of parliament on the other : the 
design of it being to clear William Wood, and to charge 
the other side with casting radi and groundless asper* 
sions upon him. 

But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. Wood 
has treated the committee with great rudeness, by pub- 
lishing an act of theirs in so unbecoming a manner, with- 
out their leave, and before it was communicated to the 
goremment and privy council of Ireland; to whom th6 
committee advised that it should be transmitted. Buti^ 
with all deference be it spoken, I do not conceive that a 
Report of a committee of the council in England is hi- 
therto a law in either kingdom ; and until any point » 
determined to be a law, it remains disputable by eveiy 
subject. 

This (may it please your lordships and worships) may 
seem a strange way of discoursing in an illiterate shop-^ 
keeper. I have endeavoured (although without the 
help of books) to improve that small portion of reason 
God has been pleased to give me; and when reason 
plainly appears before me, I cannot turn away my head 
from it. Thus, for instance, if any lawyer should tell 
me that such a point were law, from which many gross 
palpable absurdities must follow ; I would not, I could 
Dot believe him. If Sir Edward Coke should positively 
assert (which he no where does, but the direct contrary) 
'^ that a limited prince could, by his preirogative, oblige 
his subjects to take half an ounce of lead, stamped with 
his image, for twenty shillings in gold,** I should swear 
he was deceived, or a deceiver ; because a power like 
that, would leave the whole lives and fortunes of the 
people entirely at the mercy of the monarch ; yet thia 
in effect is what Wood has advanced in some of his pa- 
pers; and what suspicious people may potaibly appr^ 
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able to make a shift when maoy of my betters are starv- 
ing. But I am grieved to see the coldness and indiffer* 
ence of many people, with whom I discourse. Some are 
afraid of a proclamation ; others shrug up their shoul- 
ders, and cry, " What would you have us to do ?" Some 
gi^e out, there is no danger at all : others are comfort- 
ed, that it will be a common calamity, and they shall 
fare no worse than theii* neighbours. Will a man who 
hears midnight robbers at his door, get out of bed, and 
raise his family for a common defence ; and shall a whole ^ 
kingdom lie in a lethargy, while Mr. Wood comes, at the 
head of his confederates, to rob them of all they have, 
to ruin us and our posterity for ever ? If a highwayman 
meets you on the road, you give him your money to save 
your life ; but God be thanked, Mr. Wood cannot touch 
a hair of your heads. You have all the laws of God 
and man on your side : when he or his accomplices oBkr 
you his dross, it is but saying no, and you are safe. If 
a madman should come into my shop with a handful oi 
dirt raked out of the kennel, and offer it in payment f<»r 
ten yards of stufl^ I would pity, or laugh at him ; or, if . 
his behavour deserved it, kick him out of my doors. 
And if Mr. Wood comes to demand my gold and silver, 
or commodities for which I have paid my gold and sil- 
ver, in exchange for his trash, can he deserve or expect 
better treatment ? 

When the evil day is come (if it must come) let ua 
mark and observe those who presume to offer these half- 
pence in payment. Let their names, and trades, and 
places of abode, be made public, that every one may be 
aware of them, as betrayers of iheir country, and con- 
federates with Mr. Wood. Let them be watched at mar- 
kets and fairs; and let the first houe.-t discoverer give 
the word about that Mr. Wood's halfpence have boea 

w 2 
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offered, and cautioa the poor innocent people not to re->- 
ceive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious; but there would 
never be an end, if I attempted to say all that this me- 
lancholy subject will bear. I will conclude with humblj 
offering one proposal ; which, if it were put into practice, 
would blow up this destructive project at once. Let some 
skilful, judicious pen, draw up an advertisement to the 
following purpose : 

" Whereas one William Wood, hardwareman, now w 
lately sojourning in the city of London, has, by many 
misrepresentations, procured a patent for coining a hun- 
dred and eight thousand pounds in copper halfpence for 
this kingdom ; which 1$ a sum five times greater than 
our occasions require : And whereas it is notorious, that 
the said Wood has coined his halfpence of such base me-* 
tal, and false weight, that they are at least six parts in 
sevea below the real value : and whereas we have rea- 
son to apprehend, that the said Wood may at any time 
hereafter clandestinely coin as many more halfpence as 
he pleases : and whereas the said patent neitlier does, nor 
can oblige his majesty's subjects to receive the said half- 
pence in any payment, but leaves it to their voluntary 
choice ; because by law the subject cannot be obliged to 
take any money, except gold or silver : and whereas,' 
contrary to the letter and meaning of the said patent, the 
said Wood has declared, that every person shall be oblig- 
ed to take five pence halfpenny of his coin in every pay- 
ment : and whereas the house of commons, and privy-, 
council, have severally addressed his most sacred ma- 
jesty, representing the iU consequences which the said 
coinage may have upon this kingdom : and lastly, where- 
as it is universally agreed that the whole nation to a 
man, (except Mr, Wood, and his confederates) are in the 
Utmost apprehemionft of the nanoos amaequenoes tbtf 
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roust follow from the said coinage ; therefore we, whose 
names are underwritten, being persons of considerable 
estates in this kingdom, and residers therein, do unani- 
mously resolve and declare, that we will never receive 
one farthing or halfpenny of the said Wood's coining ; 
and that we mU direct all our tenants to refuse the said 
coin from any person whatsoever ; of which, that they 
may not be ignorant, we have sent them a copy of this 
advertisement, to be read to them by our stewaids, re- 
ceivers, &c." 

I could wish, that a paper of this nature might be 
drawn up, and signed by two or three hundred principal 
gentlemen of this kingdom ; and printed copies thereof 
sent to their several tenants. I am deceived if any 
thing could sooner defeat this execrable design of Wood, 
and his accomplices. This would immediately give the 
alarm, and set tlie kingdom on their guard ; this would 
give courage to the meanest tenant and cottager. '' How 
long, O Lord, righteous and true," &c. 

I must tell you in particular, Mr. Hai'ding, that you 
are much to blame. Several hundred persons have in- 
quired at yoiur house for my " Letter to the Shopkeep- 
ers," &c. and you had none to sell them. Fray keep 
yourself provided with that Letter, and with this : you 
have got very well by the former; but I did not iheu 
write for your sake, any more than I do now. Pray 
advertise both in every newspaper : and let it not be 
your fault or mine, if our countrymen will not take 
warning. I desire you likewise to sell them as cheap 
as you can. 

I amyour«ervaDty 

M. B. 
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LETTER III. 
SOME OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

A PAPER, 

CALLED, 

THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

OF 

THE MOST HONOURABLE 
THE PRIVY COUNCIL IN ENaLAND, 

BELATIi^G TO WOOD'S HALFPENCE. 



XO THE NOBILITY AND GBNTR7 OF THB KINGDOM 09 

IRELANIX 

August 25y 1724. 

Haying alreadj written two letters to the people of 
my own level and condition, and having now yeiy 
pressing occasion for writing a third : I thought I could 
not more properly address it than to your lordships and 
worships. 

The occasion is this : A printed paper was sent to 
me on the 18th instant, entitled, ^VA Report* of the 

• ^the Report, though drawn up with great precision and clear. 
D£s$, made no impression. It was answered by Swift in the Drapier*8 
Letters : his hardy assertions and false representations were impli« 
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Committee of the Lords of his Majesty's most honoura- 
ble Privy-CouDcil in England, relating to Mr. Wood's 
halfpence and farthings." There is no mention made 
where the paper was printed ; but I suppose it to have 
been in Dublin : and I have been told, that the copy did 
not come over in the Gaxette, but in the London Jour- 
sal, or some other print of no authority or consequence; 
And for any thing that legally appears to the contrary; 
it may be a contrivance to fright ua; or a projext of some 
printer, who has a mind to make a penny by publidiing 
something upon a subject which now employs all our 
thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. Wood, in publishing 
this paper, would indnuate to the world, as if the com- 
mittee had a greater concern for his credit, and private 
emolument, than for the honour of the privy-coundl, 
and both houses of parliament here, and for the quiet 
and welfare of this whole kingdom ; for it seems intended 
as a vindication of Mr. Wood, not without several se- 
vere reflections on the houses of lords and commons of 
Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with the turn and air of 
a pamphlet ; as if it were a dispute between William 

dtly believed ; and the popular outciy was bo violent, that the Iwdt 
justices refused to issue tlie orders for the circulation of the coin. A 
general panic seized even the king's best friends, who were apprehen- 
sive of popular commotions. People of aU descriptions and parties 
flocked in crowds to the bankers to demand their money, and drew 
their notes with an express condition to be paid in gold or silver. The 
publishers of the most treasonable pamphlets escaped with impunity, 
provided Wood and his pateot were introduced into the work. The 
grand juries could scarcely be induced to find any bill against such 
deiinquents; no witnesses in the prosecution were safe in their persons ; 
and no juries were inclined, or if inclined, could venture to find them 
guilty. Not content with refusing to bring in a bill of indictment 
against the printer of the Drapier^s Letters, the next grand jury of 
Dublin, in a presentment drawn up by Swift, presented all persons as 
enemies to the government who should endeavour, by fraud or other- 
wise, to impoie Wood*8 haUjpence on the people.** Coxe, p. 221. N. 
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heod from some passages in that which is called the Re^ 
port. 

That paper mentions such persons to have been exa- 
mined, who were desirous and willing to be heard upon 
this subject. I am told they were four in all ; Coleby, 
Brown, Mr. Finley the banker, and one more, whose 
name I know not. The first of these was tried for rob- 
bing the treasury in Ireland ; and though he was ac- 
quitted for want of legal proof, yet every person in the 
court believed him to be guilty. The second was tried 
for a rape, and stands recorded in the votes of the house 
of commons, for endeavouring, by perjury and suborna- 
tion, to take away the life of John Bingham, Esq. 

But, since I have gone sO far as to mention particular 
persons, it may be some satisfaction to know who is thb 
Wood himself, that has the honour to have a whole king* 
dom at his noerey for almost two years together. I find 
be is in the patent entitled Esqtdre^ although he were 
understood to be only a hardwareman ; and so I have 
been bold to call him in my former letters ; however, a 
^sgvire he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by 
having been a collector in Shropshire ; witere, pretend- 
ing to have been robbed, and suing the county, he was 
cast, and for the infamy of the fact lost his employment* 

I have heard another story of this 'squire Wood, from 
a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton told her* 
Hamilton was sent for six years ago, by Sir Isaac J^ew- 
ton, to try the coinage of four men, who Uien solicited a 
patent for coining halfpence for Ireland ; their names 
were Wood, Costor, Eliston, and Parker. Parker made 
the fairest offer, and Wood the worst; for his coin 
were three halfpence in a pound weight less value than 
the other. By which it is plain, with what intentions he 
fioUcited his patent ; but not so plain how he obtained 
it. 
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It is alleged id the said paper called the Report, ^^ thai 
upon repeated orders from a secretary of state for seod- 
iog over such papers and witnesses, as should be thought 
proper to support the objections made against the patent 
by both houses of parliament ; the lord lieutenant repre> 
sented the great difficulty he found himself in, to conH 
ply with these orders : that none of the principal mem- 
bers of both bouses who were in the king's service, or 
council, would take upon them to advise, how any ma- 
terial person, or papers, might be sent over on this occa- 
sion/' &c. And this is often repeated, and represented 
as a proceeding that seems very extraordinary, and that" 
in a matter which had raised so great a clamour in Ire- 
land, no one person could be prevailed upon to come 
over from Ireland in support of the united sense of both 
houses of parliament in Ireland ; especially that the chief 
difficulty should arise from a general apprehension of a 
miscarriage, in an inquiry before his njajesty, or in a 
proceeding by due course of law, in a case where both 
houses of parliament had declared themselves so fully 
convinced, and satisfied upon evidence, and examina- 
tions taken in the most solemn manner. 

How shall I, a poor ignorant shopkeeper, utterly un- 
skilled in law, be able to answer so weighty an objection? 
I will try what can be done by plain reason, unassisted 
by art, cunning, or eloquence. 

In my humble opinion, tlie committee of council has 
already prejudged the whole case, by calling the united 
sense of both houses of parliament in Ireland ^ a uni* 
versal clamour." Here the addresses of the lords and 
commons of Irelaml, against a ruinous, destructive pnK 
jcct of an obscure, single undertaker, is called ^ a cla- 
mour." I desire to know, how such a i^yie would be 
resented in England from a committee of council there 
to a parliament ; and how many impeachments would 
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Ibllow upon it ? But, supposing the appellation to be 
proper, I never heard of a wise minister who despised 
the universal clamour of a people ; and if that clamour 
can be quieted by disappointing the fraudulent practice 
of a single pei*son, the purchase is not exorbitant. 

But in answer to this objection : first it is manifest, 
that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with such limi- 
tations as have l)een formerly specified in other patently 
and granted to persons of this kingdom, or even of Eng- 
land, able to give sufficient security, few or no inconve- 
Biencies could have happened. As to Mr. Knox's pa- 
tent, mentioned in the Report, security was given into the 
exchequer, tliat the patentee should, upon all demands, 
be obliged to receive his halfpence back, and pay gold 
or silver in exchange for them. And Mr. Moor (to 
whom I suppose that patent was made over) was in 1694 
forced to leave off coining before the end of that year* 
by the great crowds of people continually offering ta 
return his coinage upon him. In 1 698 he coined agaio^ 
and was foi ced to give over for the same reason. This 
entirely alters the case ; for there is no such conditioa 
in Wood's patent; which condition was worth a hun* 
dred times all other limitation whatsoever. 

Put the case, that the two houses of lords and commons 
of England, and the privy council there, should address 
his majesty to recall a patent, from whence they appre- 
hend the most niinous consequences to the whole king- 
dom ; and, to make it stronger if possible, that the whole 
nation, almost to a man, should thereupon discover '' the 
most dismal apprehensions," as Mr. Wood styles them ; 
would his majesty debate half an hour what he had to 
do ? Would any roiiiister dare advise him against re- 
calling such a patent ? Or would the matter be refer- 
red to the privy council, or to Westminster-hall ; the 
two bouses of parliament plaintiifi, and William Wood' 
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defendant? And is there even the smallest difference b^ 
tween the two cases ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born as free as those 
•f England ? How have they forfeited their freedom ? 
Is not their parliament as fair a representative of the 
people as that of England ? And has not their privy 
council as great, or a greater share in the administration 
of public affaii*s ? Are not they subjects of the same 
king ? Does not the same sun shine upon them ? And 
have they not the same God for their protector ? Am I 
a freeman in England, and do I become a slave in six 
hours by crossing the channel ? No wonder, then, if the 
boldest persons were cautious to interpose, in a matter 
already determined by the whole voice of the nation, or 
to .presume to represent the representatives of the king- 
dom ; and werp justly apprehensive of meeting such a 
treatment as they would deserve at the next sessioo. It 
would seem very extraordinary, if any inferior court 
in England, should take a great matter out of the hands 
of the high court of parliament, during a prorogation, and 
decide it against the opinion of both bouses: 

It happens, however, that although no persons were so 
bold as to go over as evidences, to prove the truth of the 
objections made aga]r)st this patent by the high court of 
parliament here, yet these objections stand good, not- 
withstanding tlie answers made by Mr. Wood and hk 
counsel. 

The Report says, " that upon an assay made of the 
fineness, weight, and value of this copper, it exceeded 
in every article." This is possible enough in the pieces 
upon which the assay was made ; but Wood must have 
failed very much in point of dexterity, if he had not ta- 
ken care to provide a sufficient quantity of such half- 
pence, as would bear the trial; which he was able to do, 
although they were taken out of several paiceb; doce 
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It is BOW plain, that the bias of favour has been wholl;f 
OD bis side. 

But what need is there of disputing, when we have a 
positive demonstration of Wood's fraudulent practices in 
this point ? I have seen a large quantity of these half- 
pence weighed by a very skilful person^ which were of 
four dilTerent kinds, three of them considerably under 
weight. I have now before me an exact computatidn of 
the diflTereuce of weight between these four sorts; by 
which it appears, that the fourth sort, or the lightest 
differs from the first to a degree, that in the cpinage ot 
three hundred and sixty tons of copper, the patentee will 
be a gainer, only by that difference, of twenty-four thou* 
sand four hundred and ninety-four pounds ; and in the 
whole, tiie public will be a loser of eighty-two thousand 
one hundred and sixty-eight pounds sixteen shiliingl^ 
even supposing the metal in point of goodness to answ^ 
Wood's contract, and the assay that has been made« 
which it infallibly does not. For, this point has like- 
wise been inquired into by very experienced men ; whc^ 
upon several trials on many of these halfpence, have 
found them to be at least one fourth part below the real 
value, not including the raps or counterfeits that he or 
his accomplices have already made of his own coin, and 
scattered about. Now the coinage of three hundred and 
sixty tons of copper, coined by the weight of the fourth 
or lightest sort of his halfpence, will amount to one hun- 
dred twenty-two thousand four hundred eighty-eight 
pounds, sixteen shillings ; and if we subtract a fourth 
part of tiie real value, by the base mixture in the metal^ 
we must add to the public loss one fourth part to be sub- 
tracted from the intrinsic value of the copper; which iu 
three hundred and sixty tons amounts to ten thousand 
and eighty pounds; ami this, added to the former sum 
•f eighty-two thousand one hundred sixty-eight pounds 
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sixteen shillings, will make in all uinetj-two thousand 
two hundred forty-eight pounds loss to the public : be- 
side the raps or counterfeits that he may at any time 
hereafter think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he 
reckons the dross exclusive, or inclusive, with his three 
hundred and sixty tons of copper ; which, liowever, will 
make a considerable difference in the account 

You will here please to observe, that the profit allow- 
ed to Wood by the patent, is twelve pence out of every 
pound of copper valued at one shilling and sixpence; 
whereas fivepence only is allowed for coinage of a pound 
weight for the English halfpence ; and this difference is 
almost twentj-five per cent, which is double to the high- 
est^ exchange of money, even under all the additional 
pressures and obstructions to trade, that this unhappy 
kingdom lies at present. This one circi^mstance, in the 
coinage of three hundred and sixty tons of copper, makes 
a difference of twenty-seven thousand seven hundred 
and twenty pounds, between Euglish and Irish half- 
pence, even allowing those of Wood to be all of the hea- 
viest sort. 

It is likewise to be considered, that for every half- 
penny in a pound weight, exceeding the number direct- 
ed by the patent. Wood will be a gainer in the coinage 
of three hundred and sixty tons of copper, sixteen hun- 
dred and eighty pounds profit more than the patent 
allows him ; out of which he may afford to make his 
comptrollers easy upon that article. 

As to what is alleged, that these halfpence far exceed 
the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of his majesty's 
predecessors; there cannot well be a more exceptionable 
way of arguing, although the fact were true; which, 
however, is altogether mistaken ; not by any fault in the 
committee, but by the fraud and imposition of Wood, 
who certainly produced the wont pattenn be could find f 
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such as were coioed in small numbers by permissioQ to 
pi'ivaie men, as butchers' halfpence, black-dogs, and 
otht-rs the like ; or perhaps the small St. Patrick's coin, 
■which passes now for a farthing, or at best some of the 
smallest raps of the latest kind. For I have now by me 
halfj)ence coined in the year 1680 by virtue of the pa- 
tent gi-anted to my Lord Dartm uth, which was renewed 
to Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth part than those 
of Wood, and of much better metal ; and the great St 
Patrick's halfpence are yet larger than either. 

But what is all this to the present debate ? Ifc undei- 
the various exigencies of foimer times by wars, rebellions, 
and insurrections, the kings of England were sometimes 
forced to pay their armies here with mixed or base mo* 
ney ; God forbid that the necessities of turbulent times 
should be a precedent for times of peace, and order, and 
settlement 

In the patent above mentioned, granted to Lord Dart- 
mouth in the reign of King Charles the Second, and re- 
newed to Knox, the securities given into the exchequer, 
obliging the patentee to receive his money back upoa 
every demand, were an effectual remedy against all in- 
Gonveniencies : and the copper was coined in our king- 
dom ; so that we were in no danger to purchase it with 
the loss of all our silver and gold carried over to another, 
nor to be at the trouble of going to England, for the re- 
dressing of any abuse. 

That the kin^ of England have exercised their pre^ 
rogative of coining copper for Ireland, and for England, 
is not the present question : but, to speak in the style of 
the Report, it would seem a little extraordinary, sup- 
posing a king should think fit to exercise his prerogative 
by coining copper in Ireland, to be current in England, 
without referring it to his officers in that kingilom, to be 
informed wlictber the grant were reasonable, and wher 
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tber the people desired it or not, and without riegard to 
the addresses of his parliameut against it. God forbid 
that so mean a man as I should meddle with the king's 
prerogative : but I have lieard very wise men say, *' that 
the king^s prerogative is bounded and limited by the 
good and welfare of his people." I desire to know, 
whether it be not understood and avowed, that the good 
•f Ireland was intended by this patent ? But Ireland k 
not consulted at all in the matter ; and, as soon as Ire- 
land is informed of it, they declare against it : the two 
houses of parliament and the privy council address his 
majesty upon the mischiefs apprehended by such a pa^ 
tent ; the privy council in England take the matter out 
of the parliament's cognizance; the good of the kingdom 
is dropped ; and it is now determined that Mr. Wood 
shall have the power of ruining a whole nation for his 
private advantage. 

I never can suppose, that such patents as these were 
originally granted with a view of being a job for the in- 
terest of a particular person, to the damage of the public. 
Whatever profit must arise to the patentee, was surely 
meant, at best, but as a secondary motive; and since 
somebody must be a gainer, the choice of the person was 
made either by favour, or something else, or by the pre- 
tence of merit and honesty. This argument returns so 
often and strongly into my head, that I cannot forbear 
frequently repeating it. Surely his majesty, when he 
consented to tlie passing of this patent, conceived he was 
doing an act of grace to his most loyal subjects of Ire- 
land, without any regard to Mr. Wood, farther than as 
an instrument : but the people of Ireland think this pa- 
tent (intended, no doubt, for their good) to be a most in- 
tolerable grievance; and therefore Mr. Wood can never 
succeed, without an open avowal that his profit is pre- 
ferred, not only before the interest, but the very safetj 
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and being of a great kingdom ; and a kingdom distin- 
guished for its loyalty perhaps above all others upon 
earth ; not turned from its duty by the jurisdiction of 
the house of lords abolished at a stroke, by the hardships 
of the act of navigation newly enforced, by all possible 
obstructions in trade, and by a hundred other instanceSy 
enough to fill this paper ; nor was there ever among us 
the least attempt toward an insurrection in favour of the 
pretender. Therefore, whatever justice a free people 
can claim, we have at least an equal title to it with our 
brethren in England ; and whatever grace a good {nince 
CPU bestow on the most loyal subjects, we have reason to 
expect it; neither has this kingdom any way deserved 
to be sacrificed to one single, rapacious, obscure, ]gn<^ 
minious projector. 

Among other clauses mentioned in this patent, to 
show how advantageous it is to Ireland, there is one 
which seems to be of a singular nature : '' that the pa* 
tentee shall be obliged, during his term, to pay eight 
hundred pounds a year to the crown, and two hundred 
pounds a year to the comptroller." I have heard, in- 
deed, that the king's council do always consider in the 
passing of a patent, whether it will be of advantage to 
the crown ; but I have likewise heard, that it is at the 
same time considered, whether passing of it may be in- 
jurious to any other persons, or bodies politic! However, 
although the attorney and solicitor be servants to the 
king, and therefore bound to consult his majesty's inte* 
rest ; yet I am under some doubt, whetlier eight hund- 
red pounds a year to the crown would be equivalent to 
the ruin of a kingdom. It would be far better for us to 
have paid eight thousand pounds a year into his majes^ 
ty^s cofTers in tlie midst of all our taxes, (which, m pro- 
portion, are greater in this kingdom than ever they were 
'iD England, even during the war) than purchase such aji 
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addition to the revenue at the price of our utter und<v 

tag' 

But here it is [)lain, that fourteen thousand pounds 
are to be paid by Wood, only as a small circumstantial 
ehai^e for the purchase of his patent : \vhat were his 
othei* visible costs I know not, and what were his lament, 
is variously conjectured ; but he must be surely a man 
of some wonderful merit. Has he saved any other king- 
dom at his own expense, to give him a title of reimburs- 
ing himself by the destruction of our?' ? Has he discover- 
ed the lonptude, or the universal medicine ? No ; bat 
he has found the philosopher's stone after a new manner^ 
by debasing copper, and resolving to force it upon us 
for gold. 

When the two houses represented to his majesty that 
this patent to Wood was obtained in a clandestine man- 
ner, surely the committee could not think the parliament 
would insinuate, that it had not passed in the common 
forms, and run through every of&ce where fees and per^ 
quisites were due. They knew very well, that persons 
in places were no enemies to grants ; and that the offi- 
cers of the crown could not be kept in the dark. But 
the late lord lieutenant"*^ of Ireland affirmed it was a se- 
cret to him ; and who will doubt his veracity, especially 
when he swore to a person of quality, from whom I had 
it, ^ that Ireland should never be troubled with these 
halfpence ?" It was a secret to the people of Ireland} 
who were to be the only sufferers ; and those who best 
know the state of the kingdom, and were most able to 
advise in such an alfair, were wholly strangers to it. 

It is allowed by the Report, that this patent was pass- 
ed without the knowledge of the chief governor, or offi- 
cers of Ireland : and it is there elaborately shown, that 

* Duke of Grafton. P. 
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fornier p&teDts have passed in the same manner, and are 
good 10 law. I shall not dispute legality of patents, but 
am realty to suppose it in his majesty's power to grant a 
patent for stamping round bitsof copper to every subject 
he has. Therefore, to lay aside the point of la>r, I 
would only put the question, whether, in reason and 
justice, it would not have been proper, in an affak upon 
which the welfare of thb kingdom depends, that the said 
kingdom should have received timely notice; and the 
matter not be carried oo between the patentee, and the 
officers of the crown, who were to be the only gainers 
by it. 

The parliament, who, in mattci-s of this nature, are 
the most able and faithful counsellors, did represent this 
grant to be destructive of trade, and dangerous to the 
properties of the people; to which the only answer is, 
that the king has a prerogative to make such a grant. 

It is asserted, '^ that in the patent to Knox, his half- 
pence arc made and declared the current coin of the 
kingdom ; whereas, in tiib to Wood, there is only a power 
given to issue tliem to such as w ill receive them." The 
authoi-s of the Report, I think, do not affirm, that the 
king can, by law, declare any thmg to be current money 
by his letters patent. I dare say they will not affirm it ; 
and if Knox's patent contained in it powers coutraiy to 
law, why is it mentioned as a precedent in his majesty's 
just and merciful reign ? But, although tliat clause be 
Dot in Wood's patent, yet possibly there are otliers, the 
legality whereof may be equally doubted ; and particu* 
larly that, whereby a power is given to William Wood, 
to break into houses in search of any coin made in imi- 
tation of Ills. This may perliaps be affirmed to be ille- 
gal and dangerous to the liberty of the subject; yet this 
is a precedent taken from Knox's patent, where the same 

VOL. xif; o 
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power is granted, and ib a strong instance what iiees maj 
be sometimes made of precedents. 

But, altiiough, before the passing of this patent, it was 
not thought necessary to consult any persons of this 
kingdom, or make the least inquiry, whether copper mo- 
ney were wanting among us ; yet now at length when 
the matter is over, when the patent has long passed, 
when Wood has already coined seventeen thousand 
pounds, and has his tools and implements prepared to 
coin sLx times as much more, the committee has been 
pleased to make this affair the subject of inquiry ; Wood 
is permitted to produce his evidences, \vliicb consist, as 
I have already observed, of four in number, whereof 
Coleby, Brown, and Mr. Finley the bauker ore three. 
And these were to prove that copper money was ex- 
tremely wanted in Ireland. The first had been out of 
the kingdom almost twenty years, from the time that he 
was tried for robbing the treesujy ; and tliercfore his 
knowledge and' credibility are equal. The second may 
be allowed a more knowing witness, because I tliink it 
is not above a year since the house of commons ordered 
the attorney -general to prosecute him, for endeavouring 
to take away the life of John Bingham, Esq. member of 
parliament, by perjury and subornation. He asserted, 
that he v^-as forced to tally witti his labourers for want of 
small money, which has often been practised in England 
by Sir Ambrose Crawley,* and others; but those who 
knew hiin better, give a difterent reason, if there be any 
truth at all in the fact, that he was forced to tally with 
his labourers, not for want of halfpence, but of more sufo^ 
stantial money; which is highly possible, because the 
race of suborners, forgers, perjurers, and ravishcrs, are 
usually people of no fortune, or of those who have run 

♦ Famed for his eztcnsivie iron maniifactorv. N. 
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it out by their vices and profuseness. Mr. Fiuley, the 
thvd witness, honestly confessed, that he was ignorant 
whetlier Ireland wanted copper or not; but his only in- 
tention was to buy a ceitain quantity from Wood at a 
large discount, and sell them as well as he could ; by 
which he hoped to get two or three thousand pounds 
for himself. 

But suppose there were not one single halfpenny of 
copper coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr. Wood 
seems to intend, unleas we will come to his terms, as ap- 
pears by employing his emissaries to buy up our old ones 
at a penny in the shilling more than they pass for) it 
could not be any real evil to us, although it might be 
some inconvenience. We have many sorts of small sil- 
ver coins, to which they are strangers in England ; such 
as the French threepences, fourpence-halfpennies, and 
right-pence farthings, the Scotch fivepences and ten- 
peuces, beside their twentypences and three-and-four- 
pences, by which we are able to make change to a half- 
penny of almost any piece of gold and silver; and if we 
are driven to the expedient of a sealed card, with the 
liUle gold and silver still remaining, it will, I suppose, 
be somewhat better, than to have nothing lell but 
AV'ood's adulterated copper, wliich he is neither obliged 
by his patent, nor hitherto able by his estate, to make 
j^ood. 

The Report farther tells us, '^ it must be admitted, 
that letters patents, under the great seal of Great Bri- 
tain, for coining copper money for Ireland, are legal and 
obligatory, a just and reasonable exercise of liis majesty^s 
royal prerogative, and in no manner derogatory, or inva- 
sive of any liberty or privilege of his subjects of Ireland." 
First, we desire to know, why his majesty's prerogative 
111 ight not have been as weH asserted by passing this pa- 
t rnt in Ireland, and s' bjocting the several conditions of 
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the contract to the inspection of those who are onl^^ coi> 
cerned, as was formerly done in the only* precedents 
for patents granted for coining hi this kingdom, since 
the mixed money in Queen Elizabetli's time, during the 
difficulties of a rebellion : whereas now, upon the great- 
est imposition that can possibly be practised, we must go 
to England with our complaints ; where it has been for 
some time the fashion to think, and to affirm, that we 
cannot be too hardly used. Again, the report f>ayB, 
" that such patents are obligatory." After long think- 
ing, I am not able to fiod out, what can possibly be meant 
here by this word obligatory. The patent of Wood 
neitlicr obliges him to utter his coin, nor us to take it ; 
or if it did the latter, it would be so far void, because 
uo patent can oblige the subject against law ; unless an 
illegal patent passed in one kingdom, can bind anoUier, 
and not itself. 

Lastly, it is added, '^ that such patents are io no man- 
ner derogatory, or invasive of any liberty or privilege of 
the king's subjects of Ireland." If this proposition be 
true, as it is here laid down, without any limitation 
cither expressed or implied, it must follow, that a king 
of England may at any time coin copper money for Ire* 
land, and oblige his subjects here to take a piece of cop- 
per under the value of half a faithing, for half a crown, 
as was practised by the late King James ; and even with- 
out that arbitrary prince's excuse, from the necessity 
and exigencies of his affairs. If this be in no manner 
derogatoiy, nor invasive of any liberties or privileges of 
the subjects of Ireland, it ought to have been expressed 
what our liberties and privileges are, and whether we 
have any at all $ for, in specifying the word Irelandy 

* It should be— who * alone' are concerned, both to avoid the equi- 
roquc, and repetition of the same word—* onllj'— ia the next line. S» 
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Instead of saying " his majesty's subjects," it would 
seem to insinuate, that we are not upon the same foot 
with our fellow-subjects in England ;'wh\chi however the 
practice may have been, I hope will never be directly 
asserted ; for I do not understand that Poining's act de-* 
prived us of our liberty, but only changed the manner 
of passing laws here (which however was a power most 
indirectly obtained) by leaving the negative to the two 
houses of parliament. But, waving all controversies re- 
lating to the legislature, no person, I believe, was ever 
yet so bold as to affirm, that tlie people of Ireland have 
not the same title to the benefits of the common law, with 
the rest of his majesty's subjects ; and therefore, what- 
ever liberties or privileges the people of England enjoy 
by common law, we of Ireland have the same; so that, 
in my humble opinion, the word Ireland, standing iu 
that proposition, was, in the mildest interpretation, a 
lapse of the pen. 

The report farther asserts, " that the precedents are 
many, wherein cases of great importance to Ireland, and 
which immediately affected the interests of that king- 
dom, sucli as warrants, orciers, and directions by the au- 
thority of the king and his predecessors, have been issued 
under the royal sign manual, without any previous re- 
ference or advice of his majesty's officers of Ireland, 
which have always had their due force, and have been 
punctually complied with and obeyed." It may be so, 
and I am heartily sony for it; because it may prove 
an eternal source of discontent. However, among all 
these precedents, there is not one of a patent for coining 
money for Ireland. 

There is nothing has perplexed me more than this doc- 
trine of precedents. If a job is to be done, and upoa 
searching records you find it has been done before, there 
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iviil Dot want a lairyer to justify the l^alityof it by 
producing ids precedents, without ever consideriiig the 
motives and circumstances that first introduced them ; 
the necessity, or turbulence, or iniquity of times; the 
corruptions of ministers, or the arbitrary disposition of 
tlie prince then reigning. And I have been told by per- 
sons eminent in the law, ^ that the worst actions which 
human nature is capable of, may be justified by the same 
doctrine." How the first precedents b^an of determin- 
ing cases of the highest importance to Ireland, and im> 
mediately affecting its interests, without any previooa re- 
ference or advice to the king's officers here, may soon 
be accounted for. Before this kingdom was entirely re^ 
duced, by tlie submission of Tyrone in the last year of 
Clueen Eiizabeth^s reign, there was a period of four hun- 
dred yearS; wliich was a various scene of war and peace 
between the English pale, and the Irish natives; aocl 
the government of that part of this island, which lay in 
the English hands, wcs, in many tilings, under the im-. 
mediate administration of the king : silver and copper 
were often coined here among us ; and once at last upon 
great necessity, a mixed or base metal was sent from 
England. The reign of King James I. was employed iu 
settling the kingdom after Tyrone's rebellion ; and this 
nation (lourislied extremely till tlie time of the massacre, 
]641. In that diiTicult juncture of affairs, the nobility 
and gentry coined then: own plate here in Dublin. 

By all that I can discover, the copper coin of Ireland^ 
for three hundred years past, consisted of small pence 
and halfpence ; which particular men had licence to 
coin, and were current only within certain towns and 
districts, according to the personal credit of the owuer, 
who uttered them, and was bound to receive them again, 
whereof I have seen many sorts ; neither have I heard 
of any patent granted for coining copper for Ireland, till 
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the rdgn of King Charles the second, which was in the 
year 1680, to George Legge, Lord Dartmouth; and re- 
newed by King James the second, in the first year of his 
reign (1685) to John Knox. Both patents were passed 
in Ireland; and in both, the patentees were bound to re- 
ceive theii' coin again, from any that would otter them 
twenty shillings of it, for which they were obliged to 
pay gold or silver. 

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth aod Knox, were 
referred to the attorney-general here, and a report made 
accordingly; and both, as I have already said, were 
passed in this kingdom. Knox had only a patent fortbe^y 
remainder of the term granted to Lord Dartmouth ; the 
patent expired in 1701, and, upon a petition by Roger 
Moor to have it renewed, the matter was referred liither ; 
and upon the report of the attorney and solicitor, that it 
was not for his majesty's service, or interest of the na- 
tion to have it renewed, it was rejected by King William. 
It should therefore seem very extraordinary, that a pa* 
tent for coining copper halfpence, intended and professed 
for the good d' the kingdom, should be passed, without 
once consulting that kingdom, for the good of which it is 
declared to be intended ; and this, upon the application 
of a poor, private, obscure mechanic ; and a patent of 
such a nature, that as soon as ever the kingdom Is In- 
formed of its being passed, they cry out unanimously 
Against it, as ruinous and destructive. The representa- 
tives of the nation in parliament, and the privy council, 
address the king to have it recalled ; yet the patentee, 
such a one as I have described, shall prevail to have 
tliis patent approved; and his private interest shall 
^reigh down the application of a whole kingdom. St. 
Paul says, ''All things are lawful, but all things ai'e not 
expedient." We are answered, " tliat this patent is 
lawful:" but is it expedient? We read that the high 
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priest said, ^' It was expedient that one man should die 
ibr the people ;'' and this was a most wicked proposition : 
but that a whole uation should die for one man, was 
never heard of before. 

But, because much weight is laid on the precedents of 
otlier patents for coming copper for Ireland, I will set 
this malter in as clear a light as I can. Whoever ha» 
I'ead the Report, will be apt to think, that a dozen pre- 
cedents at least could be produced of copper coined for 
Ireland, by virtue of patents passed in England, and that 
the coinage was there too ; whereas I am confident, there 
cannot be one precedent shown of a patent passed in 
England for coining copper for Ireland, ibr above a hun- 
dred years past ; and if there were any befoi-e, it must 
be in times of confusion. The only patents I could ever 
bear of, are those already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth 
and Knox; the former, in 1680, and the latter, in 1685. 
jN'ow let us compare these patents with that granted to 
Wood. First, the patent to Koox, which was under the 
same conditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was 
passed iti Ireland; the government, and the attomej' 
and solicitor general, making report that it would be 
useAil to this kingdom. 

The patent was passed with the advice of the ktog's 
council here; the patentee was obliged to receive his 
coin from those who thought themselves surcharged, and 
10 give gold and stiver for it. Lastly, the patentee was 
10 pay only 16Z. 13^. Ad. per annum to the crown. 

Then, as to the execution of that patent. First, I find 
the halfpence were milled, which, as it is of great use to 
prevent counterfeits (and therefore industriously avoided 
by Wood) so it was an addition to the charge of coinage. 
And as for the weight and goodness of the metal, I have 
t»everal halfpence now by me, many of which weigh a 
ninth part more than those coined by AYood, and bear 
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the fire and hammer a great deal better, aod, which is no 
trifle, the impression is fairer and deeper. I grant in 
deed that many of the latter coinage, yield in \reight to 
!:ome of Wood's, by a fraud natural to such patentees ; 
but not so immediately ailer the grant, and before the 
coin grew current: for this circumstance, Mr. Wood 
must serve for a precedent in future times. 

Let us now examine this new patent gi-anted to WiU 
iiam Wood. It passed upon veiy small suggestions of 
Ills own, and of a few confederates : it passed in England 
williout tlie least reference hither; it passed unkuowa 
to the very lord-lieutenant, then in England. AYood is 
empowered to coin one hundred and eight thousand 
pounds, and all the officers in the kingdom (civil and 
military) arc commanded in the report to countenance 
and assist him. Knox had only power to utter what we 
would take, and was obliged to receive his coin back 
again at our demand, and to enter into security for so 
doing. Wood^s halfpence are not milled, and therefore 
more easily counterfeited by himself, as well as by 
others. Wood pays a thousand pounds per annum for 
fourteen years; Knox paid only sixteen pounds thir- 
teen shillings and four pence per annum for twenty-one 
vears. 

It was the Report, that set me the example of making 
a comparison between those two patents, wherein the 
committee was grossly misled by the false representation 
of William Wood ; as it was, by another assertion, ^ that 
seven hundred tons of copper were coined during the 
twenty-one years of Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's pa- 
tents." Such a quantity of copper, at the rate of two 
shillings and eight pence per pound, would amount to 
about a hundred and ninety thousand pounds ; which 
was veiy near as much as the current cash of the king- 
dom in those days; yet during that period, Ireland was 

e, 2 
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never known to have too much copper coin ; and for 
several years there -was no coining at all : besides, I am 
assured, that upon inquiring into the customhouse books, 
all the copper imported into this kingdom from 1683 to 
1 602, which includes eight years of the twenty-one (be- 
side one year allowed for the troubles) did not exceed 
forty-seven tons. And we cannot suppose even that 
small quantity to have been wholly applied to coinage : 
so that I believe there was never any comparison more 
unluckily made, or so destructive of the dcsigu for 
which it was produced. 

The Psalmist reckons it an eflfect of God^s anger, 
when *' he selleth his people for nought, and taketh no 
money for them." That we have greatly offended God 
by the wickedness of our lives, is not to be disputed : 
but our king we have not offended in word or deed ; 
and although he be God's vicegerent upon earth, he 
will not punish us for any ofiences, except those we shall 
commit against his legal authority, his sacred person 
(which Cod preserve) or the laws of the land. 

The Report is vciy profuse in arguments, " that Ire- 
land is in great want of copper money." Who were the 
witnesses to prove it, lias been shown already : but» in 
in the name of Goii, who are to be judges ? Does not the 
nation best know its own wants ? Both houses of parlia- 
ment, the privy couiicil, and the whole body of the peo- 
ple, declare the contrary. Or, let the wants be what 
lliey will, we desire they may not be supplied by Mr* 
Wood : we know ciir own wants but too well ; they are 
many, and grievous to be borne, but quite of another kind. 
Let England bo satiiffir.d : as things go, they will in a 
short time have all our gold and silver, and may keep 
their adulterate copper at home, for we are determined * 
not to purchase it with our manufactures, which Wood 
has graciously offered to accept. Our wants are not so 
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bad by a hundredth part, as the method he has taken to 
8upply them. He has already tried his faculty in New- 
Eoglaud ; and I hope he will meet at least with an 
equal reception here ; what that was, I leave to public 
intelligence. I am supposing a wild case ; that if there 
i^ould be any persons ahready receiving a monstrous pen- 
sion out of this kingdom, who were instrumental in pro* 
curing the patent,'"' they have not either well consulted 
their own interests, or Wood must put mere dross into 
his copper, and still diiniui^ its weight. 

Upon Wood's complaint, '^ that tlie officers of the 
king's icvcime liere, had already f^ven orders to all the 
inferior officers not to receive any of his coin ;*' the Re- 
poil says ^ that this cannot but be looked upon as a 
Tery extraordinary proceeding, and contrary to the 
powers given in tlie pateut." The committee say, 
*^ they cannot advise his majesty to give directions to. 
tlie officers of tlie revenue here, not to receive or utter 
any of the said cohi, a»has been desired in the addresses 
of both houses : but; on the contrary, they think it both 
just and reasonable, that the king should immediiBitely 
give orders to the commissionen of the revemie, Ac to 
revoke all orders, Sic, that may have been given by 
them, to hinder or obstruct the receiving of the said 
coin." And accordingly, we are told, such orders are 
arrived. Now this weu a cast of Woo<rs polities ; for 



* QrtAi discfcdit wae tlirowB wpea the meature, liy a report ia- 
Hiisti iously circulated, that the profits oTihe patent irere to be tkav^ 
between Wood aod the Duchess of Kendal. This fact was commu- 
nicated by Carteret to Alao Broderirk, second soo to T>ord Middletoo, 
dariufi; his vitfit at Hanaver, traosmitted hj him to his friends in 
Dublin, and was made pubUc by various alhisioos of the Deaa, io hit 
\« ritings and political baUads, [^rticularly his ** Simile ou our waot 
of Silver, and the only way to prevent it," in the eleventh volume o£ 
this coHeetiflii. N. 
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thb inforroatioD was li^hollj fake and groundless, whicli 
he koew very well ; and that the commissioDers of the 
revenue here were all, except one, sent us from England, 
and love their employments too well to have taken such 
a step : but Wood was wise enough to consider, that 
such orders of revocation would be an open declaration 
of the crown in his favour, would put tlie government 
here under a difficulty, would make a noise, and possi- 
bly create some terror in the poor people of Ireland. 
And one great point he has gained, that although any 
orders of revocation will be needless, yet a new order is 
to be sent (and perhaps is already here) to the commis- 
sioners of the revenue, and all the king's officers in Ii-e- 
land, that Wood's halfpence be suffered and permitted, 
without any let, suit, trouble, molestation, or denial of 
any ef the king's officers or ministers whatsoever, to 
pass, and be received as current money by such as shall 
be willing to receive them. In this order ther'^ is no 
exception ; and therefore, as far as I can judge, it in- 
cludes all officers, both civil and military, from the lord 
high chancellor to a justice of peace, and from the gene- 
ral to an ensign ; so that Wood's project is not likely to 
fail for want of managers enough. For my own part, 
as tilings stand, I have but little regret to find myself 
out of the number ; and therefore I shall continue in all 
humility to exhort and warn my fellow-subjects, never 
to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the king- 
dom to beggary, bj much quicker and larger steps^ than 
have hitherto been taken. 

But it is needless to argue any longer. The matter 
is come to an issue. His majesty, pursuant to the law^ 
has left the field open between Wood and the kingdom 
of Ireland. Wood has liberty to offer his coin ; and we 
have law, reason, liberty, and necessity to refuse it. A 
knavish jockey may ride an old foundered jade about 
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tiie market ; but none are obliged to buy it I hope 
the words ** voluntary," and " willing to receive it," 
will be understood and applied in their true natural 
meaning, as commonly understood by Protestants. For, 
if a fierce captain comes to mj shop to buy six yards oi 
scarlet cloth, followed by a porter laden with a sack of 
Wood's coin upon his shoulders ; if we are agreed 
about the price, and my scarlet lies ready cat upon the 
compter ; if he then gives me the word of command to 
receive my money in Wood's coin, and calls me ^' a dis- 
affected, Jacobite dog," for refusing it (although I am 
as loyal a subject as himself and without hire) and 
thereupon seizes my cloth, leaving me the price in thb 
odious copper, and bids me take my remedy : in this 
case I shall hardly be brought to think, that I am left 
to my own will. I shall therefore on such occasions 
first order the porter aforesaid to go oflf with his pack ; 
and then see the money in silver and gold in my pos 
session, before I cut or measure my cloth. But, if a 
common soldier drinks his pot first, and then offers pay- 
ment in Wood's halfpence, the landlady may be under 
some difficulty ; for, if she complains to his captain or 
ensign, they are likewise officers included in thb gene- 
ral order for encouraging these halfpence to pass as cur- 
rent money. If she goes to a justice of peace, he is also 
an officer, to whom this general order is du-ected. I do 
therefore advise her to follow my practice, which I have 
already begun, and be paid for her goods before she 
parts with them. However, I should have been con- 
tent, for some reasons, that the military gentlemen had 
been excepted by name : because I have heard it said, 
that their discipline is best confined within their own 
district 

His msjesty, in the conclusion of his answer to the 
fiddreiB of the house of lords against Wood's coin, i^ 
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pleased to say, ^that he wUl do every thing in his 
power to the satiBfaction of his people." It should seem, 
therefore, that the recalling of the patent is not to be mi- 
deratood as a thing in his power. But however, since 
the law does not oblige us to receive this coin, and con^ 
sequently the patent leaves it to our voluntary cbdce^ 
there is nothing remaining to preserve us from ruin, but 
that the whole kingdom should continue in a firm, de* 
terminate resolution, never to receive or utter this fatal 
coin. After which, let the officers, to whom these orders 
are directed (I would willingly except the military) come 
with their exhortations, their arguments, and their elo- 
quence, to persuade us to find our interest in our undo- 
ing. Let Wood and his accomplices travel about the 
country with cartloads of their ware, stid see who will 
take it off their hands; there will be no fear of his bein^ 
robbed, for a Irighwayman would scorn to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the commissioners of the reve- 
nue will proceed in this juncture ; because, I am told, 
they are obliged by an act of parHament to take oethiog 
but gold and silver in payment for his majesty's customs : 
and I think they cannot justly offer this coinage of Mr. 
Wood to others, unless they will be content to receive it 
themselves. 

The sum of tlie whole is this. The committee ndvi*^ 
ses the king to send immediate orders to all his officers 
here, that Wood's coin be siiflfered and permitte<l, with- 
out any let, suit, trouble, &c* to pass, and be received as 
current motiey by such as shall be willing to receive tlic 
same. It is probable, that tlie first willing receivers 
may be those, who must receive it whether they will or 
not, at least under the penalty of losing an office. But 
the landed undependiug men, the merchants, the shop- 
keepers, and kmlk of the people, I hope, and am al- 
most confident, wUl never receive it. What mttst the 
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cooaequcQce be ? The owuen will leU it far as much as 
ihej can get. Wood's haUpeoce will come to be offered 
for sLs a peonj (yet then he will be a aufficieot gaioer) 
aud the necessary receivers wiU be losers of two thiida 
in their salaries or pay. 

This puts me in mind of a passage I was told many 
years ago in England. At a quarter-session in Letces- 
tcr, the justices had wisely decreed to take off a half j 
penny in a quart from the price of ale. One of them» 
who came in after the thing was determined, being in- 
formed of what had passed, said thus : ^ Gentlemen, yon 
have made an order, that ale should be sold in our coun- 
ty for three halfpence a quart; I desire you will now 
make another, to appoint who must drink it; for by <j — 
I will not." 

I must beg leave to caution your lordships and wor* 
s!iip8 in one particular. Wood has graciously promised 
to load us at present only with forty thousand pounds of 
!iis coin, till tlie exigencies of the kingdom require the 
rest. I entreat you will never suffer Mr. AVood to be a 
judge of your exigencies. While there is one piece of 
silver or gold leh in the kingdom, he will call it an ezi* 
gency. He will double his present quatUum by stealth 
aH soon as he can ; he will pour his own raps and couu- 
ifrfeits upon us ; France and Holland will do the same ; 
nnr will our own coiners at home be behind them : to 
confirm whicli, I have now in my pocket a rap^ or coun-* 
trrfeit halfpenny, in imiution of bis; but so ill perfonn- 
f<l, that in my conscience I believe it is not of his ooiBr 
irig. 

I must now dcure your loidships and worships, thai 
} ou will give great allowance for this long undigested 
paper. I find myself to have gone into several repeti- 
tious, which were the effects of haste, while new thoughts 
fc II in (0 add Eomethiiig to what I bad said before. I 
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think I may affirm, that I have fuWy answered every 
paragraph in the Report ; irhich^ although it be not ud- 
artfully drawn, and is perfectly in the spirit of a pleader, 
who can find the most plausible topics in behalf of his 
client, yet there was no great skill required, to detect 
the many mistakes contained in it ; which, however, 
are by no means to be charged upon the right honoura* 
ble committee, but upon the most false, impudent, and 
fraudulent representations of Wood and his accomplices. 
I desire one particular may dwell upon your minds, al- 
though I have mentioned it more than once; that after 
all the weight laid upon precedents, there is not one 
produced in the whole Report of a patent for coining 
copper in England to pass in Ireland ; and only two pa- 
tents referred to (for indeed there were no more) which 
were both passed hi Ireland, by references to the king's 
council here, botli less advantageous to the coiner than 
this of Wood ; and in both, securities given to receive 
the coin at every call, and give gold and silver in lieu 
of it. This demonstrates the most flagrant falsehood 
and impudence of Wood, by which he would endeavour 
to make the right honourable committee, his instruments 
(for his own illegal and exorbitant gain) to ruin a king- 
dom, which has deserved quite different treatment. 

I am very sensible, that such a work as I have under- 
taken might have woi-thily employed a much better pen : 
but when a house is attempted to be robbed, it often 
happens the weakest in the family runs first to stop the 
door. All the assistance I had, were some informations 
from an eminent person f whereof I am afraid I have 
spoiled a few, by endeavouring to make them of a piece 

* This sentence is altogether ungrammatical : ' which' here is a 
iiomioative without any verb to which it ref&n. It ought to have 
been *iu* which, (although it be not, &c.) there was no great skiU re- 
quired to detect the many mistakes cootaiacd.* S. 
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ivith my own productions, and the rest I wad not able 
to manage : I was in the case of David, who could not 
move in the armour of Saul; and therefore I rather 
chose to attack this uncircumcised Philistine (Wood I 
mean) with a sling and a stone. And I maj say for 
Wood's honour as well as my own, that he resembles 
Goliah in many circumstances, very applicable to the 
present purpose: for, Goliah had "a helmet of brass 
upon liis head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, 
and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of 
brass, and he had greaves of brass upon his legs^ and a 
target of brass between his shoulders." In short, he was 
like Mr. Wood, all over brass, and he defied tlie armies 
of the living God. Goliah's conditions of combat were 
likewise the same. with those of Wood: ^if he prevail 
agahist us, then shall we be his servants." But if it 
happens that X prevail over him, I renoiuice the other 
part of the condition ; " he shall never be a servant of 
mine ;" for I do not think him fit to be trusted in any 
honest man's shop. 

I will conclude with my humble desire and requeef. 
which I made in my second letter, that your lordships 
and worships would please to order a declaration to be 
drawn up, e.'Epressing in the strongest terms your resolu- 
tion never to receive or utter any of Wood's halfpence, 
or farthings; and forbidding your tenants to receive 
them : that the said declaration may be signed by as 
many persons as possible,* who have estates in this king- 
dom, and be sent down to your several tenants afore- 
said. 

And if the dread of Wood's halfpence should continue 
until next quarter-sessions, which I hope it will not, the 

* A declaration, pursuant to this request, was signed soon after b^ 
the most considerable persons of the kingdom; which was universally 
vpread, and was of ^reat use. F. 



154 TH£ DRAPIER'S LETTERS. 

gentlemeo of every couotj will tlieo have a fair opportu- 
nity of declaring against them with unanimity and zeal. 
I am with the greatest respect, 
(May it please your lordships and worships) 
Your most dutiful and obedient servant, 

M. B. 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE 

WHOLE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 



>1T DEAR COimTRTMEN, Od. 23, 1 724. 

Having already written three letters upon bo disa- 
greeable a subject as Mr. Wood and his haUjpence, I 
coQceiyed my task was at an end ; but I find that cor- 
dials must be frequently applied to weak constitutraofy 
political as well as natural. A people long used to hard- 
ships, lose by degrees the very notions of liberty ; they 
look upon themselTes as creatures of mercy, and that all 
impositions laid on them by a stronger hand, are, in the 
phrase of the Report, legal and obligatory. Hence pro- 
ceed that poverty and lowness of spirit, to which a king- 
dom may be subject, as well as a particular person. And 
when Esau came fainting iirom the field at the point to 
die, it is no wonder that he sold hb bulhright for a mess 
of pottage. 

I thought I had sufficiently shown to all who could 
want instruction, by what methods they might safely pro- 
ceed, whenever this coin should be offered to them; and 
I believe there has not been, for many ages, an example 
of any kingdom so firmly united in a point of great im- 
portance, as this of ours is at present against that de- 
testable fraud. But, however, it so happens, that some 
weak people begin to be alarmed anew by rumours in- 
dustriously spread. Wood prescribes to the newsmon- 
gers in London what they are to write. In one of their 
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papers, published here by some obscure printer, aod cer- 
tainly ^ith a bad design, we arc told, " that the papists 
in Ireland have entered into an association against his 
eoin ;'' although it be notoriously known that they never 
once offered to stu- in the matter; so that the two houses 
of parlinmcnt, the privy council, the gieat number of 
coqK)rations, the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, 
the grand juries, and principal gentlemen of several 
counties, are stigmatised in a lump under the name of 
•* papists." 

This impostor and his crew do likewise give out, that 
by refusing to receive his dross for sterling, we "• dispute 
the king's prerogative, are grown ripe for rebellion, and 
ready to shake off the dependency of Ireland upon the 
crown of England." To countenance ^vhicli reports, he 
has published a paragraph in another newspaper, to let 
us know, that '* the lord-lieutenant is ordered to come 
over immediately to settle his halfpeuce." 

I entreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be under 
the least concern upon these, and the like rumours, which 
are no more than the last howls of a dog dissected alive, 
as I hope he has sufficiently been. These calumnies are 
the only reserve that is left him. For, surely our con- 
tinued and (almost) unexampled loyalty, will never be 
called in question for not sufiering ourselves to be rob- 
bed of all that we have, by one obscure ironmonger. 

As to disputing the king's prerogative, give me leave 
to explain to those who are ignorant, what the meaoiog 
of that word prerogative is. 

The kings of these realms enjoy several powers, 
wherein the laws have not interposed ; so they can make 
war and peace without the consent of parliament, and 
this is a very great prerogative ; but, if the parliament 
does not approve of the war, the king must bear the 
charge of it out of his own purse ; and this is as great a 
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check ou the crown. So, the kiog has a prerogative to 
coin moaej witliout couseut of parlianueut : but he can- 
not compel tlie subject to take that money, except it be 
sterling, gold or silver ; because herein he is limited by 
law. Some princes have indeed extended their prerogar 
tive farther Uiau the law allowed them : i^ herein, how- 
ever, the lawyers of succeeding ages, as fond as they are 
of precedents, have never dared to justify them. But, 
to say the truth, it is only of late times that prerogative 
has been fixed and ascertained. For, whoever reads 
the history of England, will find that some former kings, 
and those none of the worst, have, upon several occa- 
sions, ventured to control the laws, with very little ce* 
remony or scruple, even later than the days of Queen 
Elizabeth. In her reign, that pernicious counsel of 
sending base money hither, very narrowly failed of losing 
the kingdom; being complained of by the lord deputy, 
the council, and the whole body of the Englbh here : so 
that, soon after her death, it was recalled by her succes- 
sor, and lawful money paid in exchange. 

Having thus given you some notion of what is meant 
by ^ the king's prerogative," as far as a tradesman can 
be thought capable of explaining it, I will only add the 
opinion of the great Lord Bacon : ^ that, as God governs 
the world by the settled laws of nature, which he has 
made, and never transcends those laws but upon high, 
important occasions; so, among cartlily princes, .those 
are the wisest and the best, who govern by the known 
laws of the country, and seldomest make use of their 
prerogative." 

Now, here you may see, that the vile accusation of 
Wood and his accomplices, chaining us with disputing 
the king's prerogative, by refusing hb brass, can have no 
place ; because, compelling the subject to take any coin 
which is not sterling, is no part of the king's pi'erogative ; 



156 THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS. 

and I am veiy confident, if it were so, we sboald be the 
last of bis people to dispute it ; as well from that inviola- 
ble loyaltj we liave alwajs paid to bis majestj, as from 
the treatment we might in such a case justly expect from 
some, who seem to think we have neither common sense 
nor common senses. But, God be thanked, the best of 
them are onlj our fellow subjects, and not our masten. 
One great merit, I am sure we have, wliich those of Eog- 
li^ birth can have no pretence to, that our ancestors re- 
duced this kingdom to the obedience of England ; for 
which we have been rewarded with a worse climate, the 
privilege of being governed by laws to which we do not 
consent, a ruined trade, a house of peers without juris- 
diction, almost an incapacity for all employments^ and 
the dread of Wood^s halfpence. 

But we are so far from disputing the king's preroga- 
tive in coining, that we own he has power to give a pa- 
tent to any man for setting his royal image and super- 
scription upon whatever materials he pleases ; and liber- 
ty to the patentee to offer them in any country from 
England to Japan, only attended with one small limita- 
tion, that nobody alive is obliged to take them. 

Upon these considerations, I was ever against all re- 
course to England for a remedy against the present im- 
pending evil ; especially when I observed, that tlie ad- 
dresses of both houses, after long expectance, produced 
nothing but a Report altogether in favour of Wood ; 
upon which I made some observations in a former letter, 
and might at least have made as many more ; for it is a 
paper of as singular a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I mistake ; for, before this Report was made, his 
niajesty's most gracious answer to the house of lords was 
sent over and printed ; wlierein are these words, grant- 
ing the patent for coining halfpence and farthings, 

AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROTAL PBEDEr 
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CES90R8, Sx, That King Charles II. and King James II. 
(and thet only) did grant patents for this purpose, is 
indisputable, and I have shown it at large. Their pa* 
tents were passed under the great seal of Ireland, by rc» 
Terences to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ireland ; 
the patentee was bound, on demand, to receive his coin 
back in Ireland, and pay silver and gold in return. 
Wood's patent was made under the great seal of Eng- 
land, the brass coined in England, not the least referetice 
made to Ireland : the sum immense, and the patentee 
under no obligation to receive it again, and give good 
money for it. This I only mention, because, in my pri- 
vate thoughts, I have sometimes made a query, whether 
tlie penner of those words in his majesty's most gracious 
answer, agreeable to the practice of his royal 
PREDECESSORS, had maturely considered the several dr^ 
cumstances, which, in my poor opinion, seem to make a 
difference.* 

Let me now say something concerning the other great 
cause of some people's fear, as Wood has taUght Che 
London newswriter to express it, that his excellency the 
lord lieutenant is coming over to settle Wood's half- 
pence. 

We know very well, that the lords lieutenants for 
several years past, have not tliought this kingdom wor- 
thy the honour of their residence, longer than was abso- 
lutely necessary for the king's business; which; conse* 
-quently wanted no speed in the despatch. And therefore 
It naturally fell into most men's thoughts, that a new go- 

* On the arrival of Lord Carteret, soon after the jniUicatiofi of tint 
IrltcT, these panages were selected as sufficioDt ground fw proMCO- 
lion; and a prodaaation was published bj bis ezcellenc7 and coim- 
cll, o£Rering a reward of three hundred pounds for discovering the an- 
t hor. Harding the printer was impriaoned, and a biU of indiebhent 
was ordered to be prepared against hira : which gave occasion to the 
following paper. N. 
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Ternof, coniiDg at aa unusual lime, mast portend some 
unusual business to be done ; especial!)' il tlie common 
report be ti-ue, that the parliameut, proio^ued to I know 
not when, is by a new summons, revoking that proroga- 
tion, to assemble soon after the »riival ; tor which extra- 
ordinary proceeding, the lawyers on the other ndt the 
■water have, by great good fortune, found two prece- 
dents. 

All this being gi-anted, it can never enter into my 
head, that so little a creature as Wood could find credit 
enougli with ihe king and his miDistci-s, to have the 
lord lieutenant of Ireland sent hither in a hurry upon 
his errand. 

For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it lies 
before us, without Uie refinements of some people, with 
which we have nothing to do. Here is a patent granted 
under the great seal of England, upon false suggestions, 
to one William Wood, for coining copper halfpence for 
Ireland : the parliament here, upon apprehensions of the 
worst consequences from the said patent, address the 
king to have it recalled : this is refused, and a commit- 
tee of the privy council report to his majesty, that 
Wood has performed the conditions of his patent. He 
then is left to do the best he can witli his halfpence, no 
man being obliged to receive them ; the people here be- 
ing likewise left to themselves, unite as one man, resolv- 
ing they will have nothing to do with his waie. By 
this plain account of the fact, it is manifest that the king 
and his ministry are wholly out of the case, and the 
matter is left to be disputed between him and us. Will 
any man therefore attempt to persuade me, that a lord 
lieutenant is to be despatched over in great haste before 
the ordinary time, a:id a parliament summoned by an- 
ticipating a prorogation, merely to put a hundred thou- 
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sand pounds into Uie pocket of a sharper, by the ruin of 
a most lojai kingdom ? 

But supposing all this to be true : by ivhat arguments 
could a lord lieutenant prevail on the same parliament, 
which addressed with so much zeal and earnestness 
against this evil, to pass it into a law ? I am sui'e their 
opinion of Wood and his project is not mended since 
their last prorogation: and, supposing those methods 
should be used, which detractors tell us have been some- 
times put in practice for gaining votes, it is well known, 
that in this kingdom there are few employments to be 
given ; and if there were more, it is as well known to 
whose share thej must falL 

But, because great numbers of you are altogether ig- 
norant of the afTairs of your country, I will tell you 
some reasons why there are so few employments to be 
disposed of in this kingdom. All considerable offices 
for life are here possessed by those, to whom the rever- 
sions were granted ; and these have been generally fol- 
lowers of the chief governors, or persons who had inte-* 
rest in the court of England : so the Lord Berkeley 
Stratton holds that great office of master of the rolls; 
the Lord Palmerstown is first remembrancer, worth near 
20001. per annum. One Dodington, secretary to the 
Earl of Pembroke, begged the reversion of clerk of the 
pells, worth 25001. a year, which he now enjoys by the 
death of the Lord Newtown. Mr. Southwell is secretaiy 
of state, and the Earl of Burlington lord high treasurer 
of Ireland by inheritance. These are only a few among 
many others, which I have been told of, but cannot re- 
membei*. Nay, the reversion of several employments 
dunng pleasure, is granted the same way. This, among 
man\ others, is a circumstance, whereby the kingdom of 
Irclaiul is distinguished from all other nations upon earth, 
'land makes it so difficult an affair to get into a civil em- 

VOL. XII. H 
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ploj, that Mr. Addison was forced to purchase an old 
obscure place, called keeper of (he records id Bermiog- 
liam's tower, of teu pounds a year, and to get a salary 
of 4001. annexed to it, though all the records there ai*e 
not worth half a crown, either for curiosity or use. And 
we lately saw a favourite secretary* descend to be mas- 
ter of the revels, which by his credit and extortion he 
has made pretty considerable. I say nothing of the un- 
der ti'easurership, worth about 90001. a year, nor of the 
commisBioncrs of the revenue, four of whom generally 
live in England ; for I think none of these are granted* 
in reversion. But the jest is, that I have known, upon 
occasion, some of these absent officers as keen against 
the interest of Ireland, as if they had never been in- 
debted to her for a single groat. 

I confess I have been sometimes tempted to wish, thai 
this project of Wood might succeed; because I reflected 
with some pleasure, what a jolly crew it would bring 
over among us of lords and 'squires, and pensioners of 
both sexes, and officers civil and military^ where we 
fibould live together as merry and sociable as beggars; 
only with this one abatement, that we should neither 
have meet to feed, nor manufactures to clothe us, unless 
we could be content to prance about in coats of mail, or 
eat brass as ostriches do iron. 

I return from this digression to that wr hich gave me 
the occasion of making it : and I believe you are now 
convinced, that if the parliament of Ireland were as 
temptable as any other Assembly within a mile of Chri&- 
tendom (which God forbid) yet the managers must of ne- 
cessity fail, for want of tools to work with. But I will 
yet go one step farther, by supposing that a hundred new 
-employments were erected, on purpose to gratify com- 

* Mr. Hop)(lns, secretary to the Duke of GraftoD. P. 
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pliers; yet still ^a insuperable difficulty would remain. 
For it happens, I know not how, that money is neither 
whig nor tory, neither of town nor country party ; and 
it is not improbable, that a gentleman would rather 
choose to live upon his own estate, which bi-ings him gold 
and silver, than with the addition of an employment, 
-when his rents and salary must both . be paid in Wood's 
brass, at above eighty per cent, discount. 

For these, and many other reasons, I am confident 
you need not be under the least apprehensions from the 
-sudden expectation of the lord lieutenant,* while we con^ 
tinue in our present liearty disposition, to alter which, no 
suitable temptation can possibly be offered. And if, as 
I have often asserted from the best authority, the law 
has not left a power in the crown to force any money, 
except sterling, upon the subject; much less can the 
crown devolve such a power upon another. 

This I speak with the utmost respect to the pei'son 
and dignity of his excellency the Lord Carteret, whose 
character was lately given me by a gentleman that has 
known him from his first appearance in tlie world. That 
gentleman describes him as a young man of great ac- 
complishments, excellent learning, regular in his life, 
and of much spirit and vivacity. He has since, as I 
have heard, been employed abroad ; was principal se- 
cretary of state ; and is now about the thirty-sqventh year 
of his age appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland. From 
such a governor, this kingdom may reasonably hope for 
as much prosperity, as, under so many discouragementSi 
it can be capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within tlie memory of man, 
there have been governors of so much dexterity, as to 
carry points of terrible consequence to this kingdom, by 

'■ Lord Carteret, aflcrward Earl CraDvillc. P 
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their power with those who are in office ; and by their 
arts in managing or deluding others with oaths, affabili- 
ty, and even with dinners. If Wood's brass had, in those 
times, been upon the anvil, it is obvious enough to con- 
ceive what methods would have been taken. Depend- 
ing persons would have been told in plain terms, " that 
it was a service e:ipected from them, under the pain of 
the public business being put into more complying hands. '^ 
Othe1:s would be allured by promises. To the country 
gentlemen, beside good words, burgundy, and closeting, 
it might perhaps have been hinted, "how kindly St 
would be taken to comply with a royal patent, although 
it were not compulsory : that if any inconveniencies en- 
sued, it might be made up with other graces or favours 
hereaftei: : that gentlemen ought to consider whether it 
were prudent or safe to disgust England. They would be 
desired to think of some good bills for encouraging of 
trade, and setting the poor to work; some farther acts 
against popery, and for uniting protestants." There 
would be solemn engagements, " that we should never 
be troubled with above forty thousand pounds in his 
coin, and all of the best and weightiest sort, for which 
we should only give our manufactures in exchange, and 
keep our gold and silver at home. Perhaps a seasona- 
ble report of some invasion would have been spread in 
the most proper juncture ; which is a great smoother of 
rubs in public proceedings : and we should have been 
told, " that this was no time to create differences, when 
the kingdom was in danger." 

These, I say, and the like methods, would, in con-upt 
times, have been taken, to let in this deluge of brass 
among us; and I am confident, even then, would not 
have succeeded ; much less under the administration of 
so excellent a person as the lord Carteret : and in a 
country where tlie peopls of all ranks, parties and do- 



LETTER IV. lei 

Dominations, are convinced to a man, that the utter un- 
doing of themselves and their posterity for ever, will be 
dated from the admission of that execrable coin : that if 
it once enters, it can be no more confined to a small or 
moderate quantity, than a plague can be confined to a 
few families; and that no equivalent can be given by 
any earthly power, any more than a dead carcass can 
be recovered to life by a cordial 

Tlierc is one comfortable cucumstance in this univer- 
sal opposition to Mr. Wood, that the people sent over 
hither fifom England, to fill up our vacancies, ecclesias- 
tical, civil, and military, are all on our side. Money, 
the great divider of the world, has, by a strange revolu- 
tion, been the great uniter of a most divided people. 
Who would leave a hundred pounds a year in England 
(a country of freedom) to be paid a thousand in Ireland 
out of Wood's exchequer ? The gentleman they have 
Utely made piimate,* would never quit his seat in an 
English house of lords, and his preferments at Oxford and 
Bristol, worth twelve hundred pounds a year, for four 
times the denomination here, but not half the vahie ; 
tlierefore I expect to hear he will be as good an Iiish- 
man, at least upon tliisonc article, as any of his brethren, 
or even of us, who have had the misfortune to be born 
in this island, lior those, who in the common phrase 
do not come hither to learn the language, would never 
change a better country for a worse, to receive brass in- 
stead of gold. • 

Another slander spread by Wood and his emissaries, 
is, '' that by opposing him, we discover an inclination to 
throw ojour dependence upon the ciown of England.'* 
Pray observe how importaiit a person is this same Wil- 
liam Wood ; and how tlic public weal of two kingdoms 

* Dr. Hugh Boulter. F. 
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is ioYolved in bis private interest. First, all those vrho 
refuse to take his coin are papists; for he tells us, " that 
none but papists are associated against him." Secondlj, 
** thej dispute the king's prerogative." Thirdly, " they 
are ripe for rebellion." And, fourthly, " they are goings 
to shake ofT their dependence upon the crown of Eng- 
land ;" that is to say, they are goin^; to choose another 
king; for there can be no other meaning in this express 
sion, however some may pretend to strain it. 

And this gives me an opportunity of explaioiog, to 
those who are ignorant, another point, which lias oftea 
swelled in my breast. Those who come over hither to 
us from England, and some weak people among our- 
selves, whenever in discourse we make mention of libetty 
and property, shake their heads, and tell us, that ** Ire- 
land is a depending kingdom,"^ as if they would seem 
by this phrase to intend, that the people of Ireland are 
in some state of slavery or dependence different frow 
those of England : whereas a depending kingdom is a 
modern term of art, unknown as I have heai-d to all an- 
cient civilians, and writers upon government ; and Ire* 
land is, on the contrary, called in some statutes *' an im- 
perial crown," as held only from God ; which b as high 
a style as any kingdom is capable of receiving. There- 
fore, by this expression, '' a depending kingdom," there 
is no more to be understood, than that by a statute made 
here in the thirty-third year of Henry VIII. the king, 
and hb successors, are to be kings imperial of thu realm, 
as united and knit to the imperial crown of England. I 
have looked over all the English and Irish statutes, 
without finding any law that makes Ireland depend 
upon England, any more than England does upon Ire^ 

* This 18 another of the passages selected for prosecution. N 

V 
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land. We have indeed obliged ourselves to have the 
same king with them ; and consequently they are ob- 
liged to have the same king with us. For the law wits 
made by our own parliament; and our ancestors then 
were not such fools (whatever they were in the preced- 
ing reign) to bring themselves under I know not what 
dependence, which is now talked of, without any ground 
of law, reason, or common sense. 

Let whoever thinks otherwise, I, M. B. Drapier, de- 
sire to be excepted : for I declare, next under God, I 
depend only on the king my sovereign, and on the laws 
of my own countr}'. And I am so far from depending 
upon the people of England, that if they should ever 
rebel against my sovereign (which God forbid) I would 
be ready, at the first command from his majesty, to take 
arms against then), as some of my countrymen did against 
theirs at Preston. And if such a ret)ellion should prove 
so successful as to fix the pretender on the throne of 
England, I would venture to transgress that statute so 
far, as to lose every drop of my blood to binder him 
from being King of Ireland.* 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man, tlie 
parliaments of England have sometimes assumed tiie 
power of binding this kingdom by laws enacted there ; 
wherein they were at first openly opposed (as far as 
trutli, reason, and justice are capable of opposing) by 
the famous Mr. Molineux, an English gentleman born 
here, as well as by several of the greatest patriots and 
best whigs in England ; but the love and torrent of 
power prevailed. Indeed the arguments on both sides 
were invincible. For, in reason, all government with- 
out the consent of the governed is the very definition of 
slavery : but in fact, eleven men well armed will cetr 

* This paragraph gave great ofibnce. See Letter V. Fy 
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tainly subdue one single man in his shirt. Bat I hare 
cVjne : for tlntee who have used power to cramp liberty, 
have gone so far as to reseut even the liberty of com- 
plaining; although a man upon the rack was never 
known to be refused the liberty of roaring as loud as he 
thought fit. 

And as we arc apt to sink too much under unreason- 
able fears, so we arc too soon inclined to be raised by 
groundless hopes, according to the nature of all cour 
s!imptive bodies like ours. Thus it has been giveu 
about for several days past, that somebody in England 
empowered a second somebody, to write to a third some- 
body here, to assure us that we should no more be 
troubled with these halfpence. And this is reported to 
have been done by the same person,"*^ who is said to 
have swoiii some months ago, " that he would i*am them 
down our throats," though I doubt they w*ould stick in 
our stomachs : but whichever of these reports be true or 
false, it is no concern of ours. For, in tlib point, we 
have nothing to do with English ministers : and I should 
be sorry to leave it in their power to redress tbli griev- 
ance, or to enforce it ; for the report of the committee 
lias given me a surfeit. The remedy is wholly In your 
own hands ; and therefore I have digressed a little, in 
order to refresh and continue that spirit so seasonably 
raised among you; and to let you sec, ttiat by the laws 
of God, of nature, of nations, and of your country, 
you ARE and ought to be as free a people as your 
brethren in Eno^land. 

If the pamphlets published at Liondon by Wood and 
his journeymen, in defence of his cause, were reprinted 
here, and our countiymen could be persuaded to read 
tliem, they would convince you of his wicked design, 

• Mr. Walpolc, afterward Earl of Orford. F. 



LETTER IV. log 

more thin aU I 8ha11 ever be able to say. In shorty I 
make him a perfect saiut, in comparisoo of what he ap- 
pears to be, from the writio^ of those whom he hires U> 
justify his project. But he is so far master of the field 
(let others guess the reason) that no London printer dare 
publish any paper written in favour of Ireland : and here 
nobody as yet has been so bold as to publish any thing 
in favour of him. 

There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet sent me of 
near fifty pages, written in favour of Mr. Wood and liis 
coinage, printed in London : it is not worth answering, 
because probably it will never be published here. But 
it gave me occasion to. reflect upon an unhnppiness wc 
lie under, that the people of England are uttcriy igno- 
rant of our case ; which, however, is no wonder, since it 
is a point they do not in the least concern themselves 
about, farther than perhaps as a subject of discoui-se in a 
coflfee-house, when they have nothing else to talk of. 
For I have reason to believe, that no minister ever gave 
himself the trouble of reading any papers written in our 
defence, because I suppose their opinions are already 
determined, and are formed wholly upon the reports of 
Wood and his accomplices ; else it would be impossible 
that any man could have the impudence to ^Trite such a 
pamphlet as I have mentioned. 

Our neighbours, whose understandings are just upon 
a level with ours, (which perhaps are none of the bright- 
est) have a strong contempt for most nations, but espe- 
cially for Ireland. They look upon us as a sort of ravage 
Irish, whom our ancestors conquered several hundred 
years ago. And if I should describe ihe Britons to ^ ou 
as they were in Caesar's time, when they painted their 
bodies, or clothe ihemsdves with the skin? ;f leasts, I 
sliould act full as reason ably as they do. However, 

they are so far to be excused in relation to the present 

u 2 ~ 
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subject, that hearing odIj one side of the cause^ and hav- 
ing neither opportunity nor curiosity to examine the 
other, they believe a lie merely for their ease ; and con- 
clude, because Mr. Wood pretends to power, he has also 
reason on his side. 

Therefore, to let you see how this case is represented 
in England by Wood and bis adherents, I have thought 
it proper to extract out of that pamphlet, a few of those 
notorious falsehoods, in point of fact and reasoning, con- 
tained therein; the knowledge whereof will confirm my 
countrymen in their own right sentiments, when they 
will see, by comparing both, how much their enemies are 
in the wrong. 

First, the writer positively asserts, " that Wood's 
halfpence were current among us for several months, with 
the universal approbation of all people, without onesiu* 
gle gainsayer ; and we all to a man, thought ourselves 
happy in having them." 

Secondly, he affirms, '* that we were drawn into di^ 
like of them only by some cunning, evil designing men 
among us, who opposed this patent of Wood to get 
another for themselves." 

Thirdly, *' that those who most declared at firet against 
Wood's patent, were the very men who intend to get 
another for their own advantage." 

Fourthly, ^ that our parliament and privy council, the 
lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juries and 
merchants, and, in short, the whole kingdom, nay, the 
very dogs," as he expresses it, '' were fond of those half- 
pence, till they were inflamed by those few designing 
persons aforesaid." 

Fifthly, he says directly, ** that all those who op> 
posed the bal^ncei were papists, and enemies to ki^g 
GeQi]ge»" 
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Thus far I am confident, the most ignorant among 
you, can safelj swear, from jour own knowledge, that 
the autlior is a most notorious liar in every article ; the 
direct contrary being so manifest to the whole kingdom-, 
that, if occasion required, might get it confirmed imder 
five hundred thousand bands. 

Sixthly, he would persuade us, " that if we sell five 
shillings worth of our goods or manufactures for two shil- 
lings and four pence worth of copper, although the cop- 
per were melted down, and that we could get five shil- 
lings in gold and silver for the said goods ; yet to take 
the said two shillings and four pence in copper, would 
be greatly for our advantage." 

And, lastly, he makes us a very fair ofier, as empow- 
ered by Wood, " that if we will take off two hundred 
thousand pounds in his halfpence for our goods, and 
likewise pay him three per cent, interest for thirty years 
for a hundred and twenty thousand pounds (at which 
he computes the coinage above the intrinsic value of 
the copper) for the loan of his coin, he will after that 
time give us good money for what halfpence will be then 
left." 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I can, to 
show the insupportable villany and impudence of that 
incorrigible wretch. " First," says he, *' I will send 
two hundred thousand poumls of my coin into your 
country: the copper I compute to be, in real value, 
eighty thousand pounds, and I charge you with a 
hundred and twenty thousand pounds for the coinage ; 
so that you see, 'I lend you a hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds for thirty years; for which you shall 
pay me three per cent, that is to say, three thousand six 
hundred pounds per annum, which in thirty years wiU 
araoimt to a hundred and eight thousand pounds. Aod 

H 9 
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when these thirty years ai*e expired, return me my cop- 
per and I will give you good money for it," 

This is the proposal made to us by Wood in that pam- 
phlet, \Fritten by one oChis commissioners: and the 
author is supposed to be the same infamous Coleby, one 
of his under swearers at the committee of council, vfho 
vas tried for robbing the treasury here, where he was 
an under clerk. 

By this proposal, he vill fii'st, receive tiro hundred 
thousand pounds in goo^ls or sterling, for as much cop- 
per as be values at eighty thousand pounds, but in 
reality not worth thirty thousand pounds. Secondly, 
he will receive for interest a hundred and eight tliousand 
pounds: and when our children come thirty years hence 
to return his lialfpcnce upon his executors (for before 
that time he will be probably gone to his own place) 
those executors will rcry reasonably reject them as raps 
and counterfeits, which they will be, and millions of 
them of his own coinage. 

Methiuks lam fond of such a dealer as this, who mends 
every day upon our hands like a Dutch reckoning; 
wherein if you dispute the unreasonableness and exoi*- 
bitance of the bill, the landlord shall bring it up e\ery 
time with new additions. 

Although these, and the like pamplilets, published by 
Wood in London, are altogeiher unknowu here, where 
uobody could read them without as much indignation as 
contempt would allow ; yet I thought it proper to give 
you a specimen how the man employs his time, whero 
he rides alone without any crei^ture to contradict 
him; while our few friends there wonder at- our si- 
lence : and the English in general, if they think of this 
matter at all, impute our refusal to wilfulness or 'disaf- 
fection, just as Wood aud his hirelings are pleased to 
i*epre£eht. 
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But although our arguments are not suflTered to be 
printed in England, yet the consequence will be of lit- 
tle moment. Let Wood endeavour to persuade the 
people there, that we oufrht to receive his coin ; and let 
me convince our people here, that they ought to reject-it, 
under pain of our utter undoing ; and then let him do 
hie best and his wo^st. 

Before I conclude, I must beg leave, in all humility^ 
to tell Mr. Wood that he is guilty of great indiscretion, 
by causing so honourable a name as that of Mr. Wal- 
pole, to be mentioned so often, and in fiich a manner, 
upon this occasion. A short paper printed at Bristol, 
and reprinted here, reports Mr. AVood to say, *' that he 
wonders at the impudence and insolence of the Irish in 
refusing his coin, and what he will do when Mr. Wal- 
pole comes to town." Where, by the way, he is mis- 
taken ; for it is the inie English people of Ireland who 
refuse it, although we take it for granted, that the Irish 
will do so too whenever they are asked. In another 
printed paper of his contriving, it is roundly expressed, 
*' that Mr. Walpole will cram his brass down our 
throats." Sometimes it is given out, ^that we must 
either take those halfpence, or eat our brogues :" and in 
another newsletter, but of yesterday, we read, " that 
the same great man has sworn to make us swallow his 
coin in fireballs." 

This brings to my mind the known story of a Scotch- 
man, who receiving the sentence of death with all 
the circumstances of hanging, beheading, quai'tering, 
embowel ling, and the like, cried out, '^ What need all 
this Cookery ?" And I think we have reason to ask 
the same question ; for, if we believe Wood, liere is a 
dinner getting ready for us ; and you see the bill of 
fare ; and I am sorry the drink was forgot, which might 
easily be supplied with melted lead and flaming pitch. 
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What vile words arc these to put into the mouth of a 
great couosellor, ia high trust with hk majesty, aod 
looked upon as a prime minister ? If Mr. Wood has 
no better a manner of representing hb patrons, when I 
Come to be a great man, he shall never be suffered to at- 
tend at my levee. This is not the style of a great 
minister ; it savours too much of the kettle and the fur- 
nace, and came entirely out of Wood's forge. 

As for the threat of making us eat our brogues, we need 
not be in pain ; for, if his coin should pass, that unpolite 
covering for the feet would no longer be a national re<' 
proach; because then we should have neither shoe nor 
brogue left in the kingdom. But here the falsehood of 
Mr. Wood is fairly detected ; for I am confident Mr. 
Walpole never heard of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to ^ swallowing these halfpence in fireballs," it is a 
story equally improbable. For, to execute this opera- 
tion, the whole stock of Mr. Wood's coin and metal must 
be melted down, and moulded into hollow balls with 
wildfire, no bigger than a reasonable throat may be able 
to swallow. TQ'ow, the metal he has prepared, and alrea- 
dy coined, will amount to at least fifty millions of half- 
pence to be swallowed by a million and a half of people : 
so that, allowing two halfpence to each ball, there will 
be about seventeen balls of wildfire apiece to be swal- 
lowed by every person in the kingdom ; and to admi- 
nister this dose, there cannot be conveniently fewer than 
fifty thousand operators, allowing one operator to every 
thirty ; which, considering the squeamishuess of some 
stomachs, and the peevishness of young children, is but 
reasonable, ^ow, under correction of better judgments, 
I think the trouble and charge of such an experiment 
would exceed the profit ; and therefore I take this re- 
port to be spuriouis or, at least, only a new scheme of Mr; 
Wood himself; which, to make it pass the better in Ire*^ 
land, he would father upon a minister of stale. 
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But I will uow demonstrate, bejood all cootradictioo, 
that Mr. Walpole is against this project of Mr. Wood, 
and is an entire friend to Ireland, only by this one in* 
vincible argument; that he has .the universal opinion of 
being a wise man, an able minister, and in all his pro- 
ceedings pursuing the true interest of the king his mas- 
ter ; and that as his integrity is above all corruption, so' 
is his fortune above all temptation. I reckon, therefore, 
we are perfectly safe from that corner, and shall never 
be under the necessity of contending with so formidable 
a power, but be left to possess our brogues and potatoes 
in peace, as remote from thunder as we are from Jupiter.^ 
I am, my dear countrymen. 

Tour loving fellow subject, 

fellow sufferer, and bumble servant, 

* •* Ifroeul iL Jove, prdcul k (lilauDe;^^ 
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SEASONABLE ADVICE 

TO THE 

GRAND JURY, 

CONCERNING THE BILL PREPARING AGMNST THE 
PRINTER OF THE DRAPIEr's FOURTH LETT^. 



Nov. 11, 1724. 

Since a bill is preparing for the grand jurj to find 
against the printer of the Drapier^s last letter, tt)ere are 
several things maturely to be considered by tiiose gen- 
tlemen before they determine upon it. 

First, they are to consider, that the author of the said 
pamphlet did write three other discoui'ses ou the same 
subject, which, instead of being censured, were univer- 
sally approved by the whole nation, and were allowed 
to have raised and continued that spirit among us, which 
has hitherto kept out Wowl's coin; for all men will 
grant, that if those pamphlets had not been written, hb 
coin mu»t liave overrun the nation some months ago. 

Secondly, It is to be considered, that this pamphlet, 
against which a proclamation has been issued, is written 
by the same author : that nobody ever doubterl the inno- 
cence and goodness of his design ; that he appears, 
through the whole tenor of it, (o be a loyal subject to his 
majesty, and devoted to the house of Hanover, and de* 
clarcs himself in a maouer peculiarly zealous agaiust the 
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pretender. And if such a writer, in four several treati- 
ses OD so nice a subject, where a royal patent is concern- 
ed, and where it was necessary to speak of England and 
of liberty, should in one or two places happen to let fall 
an inadvertent expression, it would be hard to condemn 
him after all the good he had done, especially when we 
consider, that he could have no possible design in view 
either of honour or profit, but purely the c^od of his 

COUNTRY. 

Thirdly, it ought to be well considered, whether any 
one expression in the said pamphlet be really liable to a 
just exception, much less to be found " wicked, roalicioud, 
seditious, reflecting upon his majesty and his minbtry," 
&c. 

The two points in that pamphlet, which it is said the 
prosecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, first, where 
the author mentions the penner of the king's answer. 
First, it is well known his majesty is not master of the 
English tongue ; and therefore it is necessary that some 
other person should be employed to pen what he has to 
say, or write in that language. Secon)l}\ his majesty's 
answer is not in the first person, but in the third. It is 
not said, we are concerned, or our royal predeces- 
sors ; but his majesty is concerned, and his royax 
predecessors. By which it is plain, these are properly 
not the words of his majesty ; but supposed to be taken 
from him, and transmitted hither by one of his ministers. 
Thirdly, it will be easily seen, that the author of the 
pamphlet delivers his sentiments upon this particular 
with the utmost caution and respect, as any impartial 
reader will observe. 

The second paragraph, which it is said will be taken 
notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what the author 
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says of Ireland^s beiug a depeodeot kingdom : lie ex- 
plains all the dependence he knows of, which is a law 
made in Ireland, whereby it is enacted, " that whoever 
is king of England shall be king of Ireland.'' Before 
this explanation be condemned, and the bill found upon 
it, it would be proper that some lawyers should fully in- 
form the jury what other law there is, either statute or 
common, for this dependency ; and if there be no law, 
there is no transgression. 

The fourth thing very maturely to be considered by 
the jury, is, what influence their finding the bill may 
have upon the kingdom : the people in general find no 
fault in the Drapicr's last book, any more than in the 
three former; and therefoi*e, when they hear it is con- 
demned by a grand jury of Dublin, they will conclude it 
is done in favour of Wood's coin ; they will tliiuk we of 
this town have changed our minds, and intend to take 
those halfpence, and therefore that it will be in vain for 
them to stand out : so that the queition comes to this, 
Which will be of the woi-st consequence, to let pass one 
or two expressions, at the worst only unwary, iu a book 
wnttcn for the public service ; or to leave a free open 
passage for Wood*s brass to overrun us, by which we 
shall be undone for ever ? 

The fifth thing to be considered is, that the members 
of the grand jury, being merchants and principal shop- 
keepers, can have no suitable temptation offered them, 
as a recompense for the mischief they will do and suffer 
by letting in this coin ; nor can be at any loss or danger 
by rejecting the bill. They do not expect any employ- 
ments in the state, to make up in their own private ad- 
vantages the destruction of their country ; whereas tliosc, 
who go about to advise, entice, or threaten them to firnl 
that bill, have great employments which they have a 
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mind to keep, or to get greater ; as it was like^vise the 
case of ali those who signed the proclamation to have 
the author prosecuted. And therefore it is known, that 
his grace the Lord Archbishop of Dublin, so renowned 
for his piety, and wisdom, and love of his country, ab"* 
solutely refused to condemn the book or the author. 

Lastly, it ought to be considered what consequence 
the finding of the bill may have upon a poor man, per- 
fectly innocent; I mean the printer. A lawyer may 
pick out expressions, and make them liable to excep- 
tion, where no other man is able to find any. But how 
can it be supposed that au ignorant printer can be such 
a critic P He knew the author's design was honest, and 
approved by tlie whole kingdom : he advised with 
friends, who told him there was no harm in the book, 
and he could see none himself: it was sent him in an 
unknown hand ; but the same in which he re- 
ceived the three former. He and his wife have 
offered to take their oaths that they knew not the 
author. And therefore, to find a bill that may 
bring punishment upon the innocent, will appear veiy 
hard, to say no worse. For it will be impossible to find 
the author, unless he will please to discover himself; al- 
though I wonder he ever concealed his name : but I sup- 
pose what he did at first out of modesty, he continues to 
do out of pmdence. God protect us and him. 

I will conclude all with a fable ascribed to Demos- 
thenes. He had served the people of Athens with great 
fidelity in the station of an orator; when, upon a certain 
occasion, apprehending to be delivered over to his ene- 
mies, he told the Athenians, his countrymen, the follow- 
ing story : Once upon a time the m olves desired a league 
with the sheep, upon this condition ; that the cause of 
strife might be taken away, which was the shepherds 
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and r: astilTs : tliis being granted, the wolves, without all 
fear, made havoc of the sheep.* 

• Copies of this paper were distributed to every person of the 
grand jury the evening before the bill was to be exhibited; who, pro- 
bably for the reafions contained in it, refused to find tlie bill, upon 
which the lord chief justice Whitshed, who had presided at a former 
prosecution of the Dean^s printer, discharged them in a rage. The 
following extract was soon after published, to show the illegality of 
this proceeding; and the next grand jury that was impanneled made 
tlie subsequent presentownt against all the abettors of Wbod^s iw«|§ert. 
See the letter t» Lord Molesvortb, p. 190 of thh VQloMe. 
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EXTRACT FROM A BOOK, 

SNTITLSD, 

'^ AN EXACT COLLECTION OP THE DEBATE OP THE 
HOUSE OP COMMONS, HELD AT WESTMINSTER, 

OCTOBZB 21, 1680.** PAGE 150. 



Resolutions rfthe Housi of Commons in Englandy 

November 13, 1680. 

Several persons being cxamiaed about the dismissiiig 
a grand jury in Middlesex, the house came to the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved, That the discharging of a grand jury bj 
any judge, before the end of the term, assizes, or sessions, 
^hilc matters are under their consideration, and not pre- 
sented, is arbitrary, illegal, destructive to public justice, 
a manifest violation of his oath, and is a means to subvert 
the fimdamcQtal laws of this kingdom. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to examine 
the proceedings of the judges in Westminster-hall ; and 
report the same, with their opinion herein, to this house. 
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THE 

PRESENTMENT 

OF THE 
GRAND JURV OF THE COUNTY OP THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 

Whereas several great quantities of base metal coin* 
ed, commonly called Wood'^s halfpence^ have been 
brought into the port of Dublin, and lodged in several 
houses of this city, with an intention to make them pass 
clandestinely among his majesty's subjects of this king- 
dom ; notwithstanding the addressess of both houses of 
parliament, and the privy council, and the declarations of 
most of the corporations of this city against the said coin : 
And whereas his majesty has been graciously pleased to 
leave his loyal subjects of this kingdom at liberty to take 
or refuse the said halfpence ; 

We the grand jury of the county of the city of Dub- 
lin, tliis Michaelmas term, 1 724, having entirely at heart 
his majesty^s interest, and the welfare of our country, 
and being thoroughly sensible of the great discourage- 
ments which trade hath suffered by the apprehensions of 
the said coin, whereof we have already felt the dismal 
effects; and that the currency thereof will inevitably 
tend to the great diminution of his majesty's revenue, 
and the ruin of us and our posterity, do present all Euch 
persons as have attempted, or shall endeavour by fraud, 
or otherwise, to impose the said halfpence upon us, contra- 
ry to his majesty's most gracious intentions, as enemies 
to his majesty's government, and to the safety, 4>eace, 
and welfare of all his majesty's subjects of this kingdom; 
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mhose afTections have beeo so emiueutlj dbtiuguished 
by their zeal to his illustrious faroilj, before hb happy 
accession to the throne, and by their continued loyalty 
ever since. 

As we do, with all just gratitude, acknowledge the 
services of all such patriots as have been eminently zea- 
lous for the interest of hn majesty and this country, in 
detecting the fraudulent imposition of the said Wood, 
and preventing the passing of his base coin ; so we do, 
at the same time, declare our abhorrence and detestation 
of all reflections on his majesty and his government ; 
and that we are ready with our lives and fortunes to 
defend his most sacred majesty against the pretender, 
and all his majesty's open and secret enemies both at 
home and abroad. 

Given under our hands at the grand jury chamber^ 
this 28th of November, 1 724. 
George Forbes, David Tew, 

William Empson, Thomas How, ^ 

Nathaniel Pearson, John Jones, 

Joseph Nuttall, James Brown, 

William Aston, Charles Lyndon, 

Steam Tighe, Jerom Bredin, 

Richard Walker, John Sican, 

Edmond French, Anthony Bruuton, 

Jolm Vereillea, Thomas Gaven, 

Philip Pearson, Daniel Elwood, 

Thomas Robins, John Brunet. 

Richard Dawson, 



LETTER V. 



TO 



THE RIGHT HONOURABIiE 

THE LORD VISCOUNT MOLESWORTH. 



' -.* 



^* They compassed me about also 'with words of decdt, and fought 

against me without a cause. 
For my love they are my adversaries; but I give myself unto prayer. 
And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love." 

Psalm cix. 3, 4, 5. 
'^ Seek not to be judge, being not able to take away iniquity ; lest at 

any time thou fear the person of the mighty, and lay a stumbling- 

block in the way of thy uprightness. 
Of{end not against the multitude of a city, and then thou shalt cast 

not thyself down among the people. » 

Bind not one sin upon another, for in one thou shalt not be unpanislr- 

cd." Eccl. vii. 6, 7, 8. 

Nonjamprima peto MnestkeiUf neque vinc&re eerto : 
^'uanquam O ,^ed supennt, quibw hocy Neptune^ dedist^. 



rot. %n. 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE PRINTER, 



From my Shop in St< Francis-rtrefli^ 
Dec. 24, 1724. 



aiR. HARDING, 



When I sent you my former papers, I caDoot say I 
iDtended you either good or hurt ; and yet you have 
happeued, through my means, to receive both. I pray 
God deliver you from any more of the latter, and in- 
crease the former. Your trade, particularly in this 
kiugdom, is, of all others, the most unfortunately cfF 
cumstautiated ; for as you deal in the most worthless 
kind of trash, the penny productions of pennylesa 
scribblers ; so you often venture your liberty, and 
sometimes your lives, for the punrhase of half a crown; 
and, by your own ignorance, are punished for otker 
men's actions. 

I am afraid, you in particular think you have rea* 
son to complain of me, for your own and your wife's 
conGnement in prison, to your great expense, as well 
as hardship ; and for a prosecution still impending. 
But I will tell you, Mr. Harding, how that matter 
stands. Since the press has lain under so strict an 
inspection, tliose who have a mind to inform the world 
are become so cnutious, as to keep themselves, if pos* 
sible, out of the way of danger. My custom, there- 
fore, is to dictate to a preptice, who can write in k 
feigned hand ; and what is written we send to your 
house by a black-guard boy. But, at the same time^ 
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I do assure you upon my reputation, that I never did 
send you any thing for which I thought you could pos- 
sibly be called .to an account. And you will be my 
witness, that I always desired you, by letter, to take 
some good advice before you ventured to print; be- 
cause I knew the dexterity of dealers in the law, at find- 
ing out something to fasten on, where no evil is meant. 
I atn told, indeed, that yoa did accordingly consult 
several veiy able persons, and even some who after- 
ward appeared against you : to which I oao oiily an- 
swer, that you must either change your advisers, or 
determine to print nothing that comes from a Dra- 
pier. 

I desire you will send the enclosed letter directed 
" to my Lord Viscount Molesworth, at his house at 
Brackdenstown, near Swords;" but I would have it 
sent printed, for the convenience of his lord^ip's 
reading ; because this counterfeit hand of my prentice 
is not very legible. And if you think fit to publish 
it, I would have you first get it read over by some 
notable lawyer. I am assured, you will find enough 
of them, who are fi-iends to the Drapier, and will do 
It without a fee; which I am afraid you can ill af- 
foid after all your expenses. For, although T have , 
taken so much care, that I think it impossible to find 
a topic out of the following papers for »- ending you 
again to prison, yet I will not venture to be your 
guarantee. 

This ensuing letter contains only a short account of 
myself, and an humble apology for my former pam- 
phletls, especially the last ; with little mention of Mr. 
Wood, or his halfpence ; because I have already said 
enough upon that subject, until occasion shall be giv^ 
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for new fears; and, in that case, you may perhaps heat 
from me again. 

I am. 

Your friend and servant, 

M. B. 

I 

P. S. For want of intercoiu*se between you and me, 
which I never will sufler, your people are apt to make 
yery gross erroi*s in tlie press, which I desire you will 
provide against* 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



*TJ£E LORD VISCOUNT MOLESWORTH^ 



XT nn HOUSI at BRACKX|E!fS^WN NXAR tWORtfi.^ 



Erom my Shop in 8t Fmuicii-fifcreet^ 
Dec. 14, 1724. 

3Fr LORD, 

t REFLECT too lat^ 00 the maxim of common obsetu 
l^rs, ^ that those who meddle in matters out of their 
calling, will have reason to repent f* which 13 now veri- 
6ed in me : for, by engaging in the trade of a writer, I 
have drawn upon mj^lf the dbpleasure of the govern* 
mebt, signified by a p^lamation promising a reward of 
three hundred pounds to the first faithful subject who 
shall be able and inclined to inform against me ; ta 
which I may add, the laudable zeal and industry of my 
lord chief justice Whitshed, in his endeavours to disco- 
ver so dangerous a person. Therefore, whether I re^ 
pent or not, I have certainly cause to do so ; and the 
cnramon observation still stands good. 

It will sopnetimes happen, I know not how, In the 
course of human affairs, that a man shall be made liable 
to legal animadversion, where he has nothing to answer 
for, either to God or his country ; and condemned at 
Westminster hall, for what he will never be charged with, 
at the day of judgment 

After strictly examining my own heart, and consult- 
iQ% souie divines of great reputation, I cannot accuse my- 
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t»1f ofaDy malice or ^ickedDess agaiost the public ; of 
any designs to sow seditioD ; of reflecting on the king 
and his ministers : or of endeavouring to alienate the af- 
fections of the people of this kingdom from those of Eng- 
land.^ All I can charge myself with, is a weak attempt 
to serve a nation in danger of destruction, by a moet 
wicked and malicious projector, without waiting until I 
were called to its assistance. Which attempt, however 
it may perhaps give me tl|e title of pragmatical and 
overweening, will never lie a bnrdeu upon my conscience 
God knows whether I may not, with all my caution, have 
already run myself into a second danger, by oiTering 
thus much in my own vindication. For I have heard 
of a judge, who, upon the criminaPs appeal to the dread- 
ful day of judgment, told him, he had incurred a prti' 
munire, for appealing to a foreign jurisdiction ; and of 
another in Wales, who severely checked tlie prisoner for 
offering the same plea ; taxing him witli *' reflecting on 
the court by such a comparison \ beca^ise comparisons 
were odious." 

But, in order to make some excuse for being moi^ 
speculative than others of my condition, I desire your 
lordship^s pardon, while I am doing a very foolish thing ^ 
which is, to give you some little account of myself. 

I was bred at a free-school, where I acquired some 
little knowledge in the Latin tongue. T served my ap- 
prenticeship in London, and there set up for myself with 
good success ; until, by the death of some friends, and 
misfortunes of others, I returned into tliis kingdom ; and 
began to employ my thoughts in cultivating the woollen 
manufacture tlirough all its branches ; wherein I met 
with great discouragement, and powerful opposers, whose 

^ Articles n^ntioned in the indictment and prodamaUoa. F. 
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objections^ appeared to me very strauge and nngular. 
They argued, " that the people of England would be 
ofTended, if our manufactures were brought to equal 
theirs;" and even some of the weaving trade were my 
(^nemies ; which I could not but look upon as absurd 
and unnatural. I remember your lordship, at that time; 
did me the honour to come into my shop, where I showed 
you a piece of black and white stuff just cent from the 
dyer;* which you were pleased to approve of, and be 
\\\j customer for. 

However, I was so mortified, that I resolved for the 
iuture to sit quietly in my shop, and deal in common 
goods, like the rest of my brethren ; until it happened 
^ome months ago, considering with myself, that the lower 
and poorer soil of people wanted a plain, strong, coane 
stuff, to defend them against cold easterly winds, which 
then blew very fierce and blasting for a lor^ time t<^ 
getlier ; I contrived one on pui*pose, which sold veiy 
well all over the kingdom, and preserved many thou^ 
sands from agues. I then made a second and a third 
kind of stuifsf for the gentry, with the same success} 
insomuch, that an ague has hai'diy been heard of for 
aomc time. 

This Incited me so far, that I ventiu*ed upon a fourth 
picce| made of the best Irish wool I could get ; and I 
thought it grave ami rich enough to be worn by tlie best 
lotxl or judge of llie land. But of late some great folks 
complain, as I hear, '- tlrat when they had it on, they 
felt a shuddering in their limbs ;" and have thrown it 
off m a rage ; cui-sing to Hell the poor Drapier, who 
invented it : so that I am determined never to work for 

■ By this is meant, the Proposal for the universal Tse of Irish -Vla- 
:.!!f:^t.tiire?, at the beginning of this volume. N. 
T The ]>rapicr*s first three letters. F. 
I 'll'.v fo»"i)i letter, against which the proclamatioQ was issued* F 
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persons of quality again; except for your lordship, and 
a vcrj few more. 

I assure your lordsbip, upon the word of ao honest 
citizen, that I am not richer, by the value of one of Mr. 
Wood's halfpence, with the sale of all the several stufb 
I have contrived : for, I give the whole profit to the 
dyers and pressers.^ And therefore I hope you will 
please to believe, that no other motive^ beside the love 
of my country, could engage me to busy my head and 
hands, to the loss of my time, and the gain of nothing 
but vexation and ill will 

I have now in hand one piece of stuff to be woven 
on purpose for your lordship ; although I might be 
ashamed to offer it to you, after I have confessed that it 
will be made only from the shreds and remnants of the 
wool employed in the former. However, I shall work 
it up as well as I can ; and at worst, you need only 
give it among your tenants. 

I am very sensible how ill your lordship is likely to 
be entertained, w[ith the pedantry of a Drapier in the 
terms of his own trade. How will the matter be mend- 
ed, when you find me entering again, although very 
sparingly, into an affair of state ? for such is now grown 
the controversy with Mr. Wood, if some great lawyers 
are to be credited. And as it often happens at play, 
that men begin with farthings, and go on to gold, till 
some of them lose their estates and die in jail ; so it 
may possibly fall out in my case^ that by playing too 
long with Mr. Wood's halfpence, I may be drawn in to 
pay a fine double to the reward for betraying me; be 
sent to prison, and not be delivered tlience imtil I shall 
have paid the uttermost feurthing. 

♦ PrintcTf. P. 
n2 
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There are, my lord, three sorts of persons, with whom 
I am resolFed never to dispute ; a highwayman with a 
pistol at my breast ; a troop of dragoons, who come to 
plunder my house; and a man of the law, who caa 
make a merit of accusing me. In each of these cases^ 
which are almost the same, the best method is to keep 
out of the way ; and the next best is, to deliver your 
money, surrender your house, and confess nothing. 

I 'am told, that the two points in my last letter, from 
which an occasion of offence has been taken, are, where 
I mention his majesty's answer to the address of the 
house of lords upon Mr. Wood's patent ; and where I 
discourse upon Irclnrurs being a dependent kingdom* 
As to the former, I can only say. that I have treated it 
\iiih the utmost respect and caution : and I thought it 
necessary to show where Wood's patent diflered in maaj 
essential parts from all others that ever had been grant* 
ed ; because the contraiy had, for want of due informa? 
tion, been so strongly and so largely asserted. As to 
tlie other, of Ireland's dependency ; I confessed to hav« 
often lieard it mentioned, but was never able to under- 
hand what it meant. This gave me the curiosity to in- 
quire among several eminent lawyers, who professed 
tliey knew nothing of the matter. I then turned over 
idl the statutes of both kingdoms, without the least in* 
formation, farther than an Irish act, that I quoted, of 
the 33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to England 
uuder one king. I cannot say I was sorry to be dis- 
appointed in my search, because it is certain, I could 
be contented to depend only upon God and my prince^ 
and the laws of my own country, after the manner of 
other nations. But since my betters ace of a differeat 
opinion, and desire fartlier dependencies, I shall out^ 
wardly submit ; yet still insisting, in my own heart, 
upon tlic exception I made of M» B. Drapier . Indeed^ 
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that liiot was borrowed from an idle story I had heard 
in England, which perhaps may be common and beaten ; 
but because it insinuates neither treason nor sedition, I 
will just barely relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the peers were so 
great that the commons were looked upon as little better 
than their dependents, a bill was brought in for maldng 
some new additions to the power and privileges of the 
peerage. After it was read, one Mr. Drewe,* a member 
of the house, stood up, and said, he very much approv* 
cd the bill, and would give his vote to have it pass ; but 
however, for some reasons best known to himself, he de^ 
sired that a clause might be inserted for excepting the 
family of the Drewes. The oddness of the prepositioti, 
taught others to reflect a little; and the bill wasllirowa 
out. 

Wliether I were mistaken, or went too far in examin- 
ing the dependency, must be left to tlie impailial judg- 
ment of the world, as well as to tlie courts of judicature ; 
although, indeed, not in so effectual and decisive a man< 
ner. But to affirm, as I hear some do, iu order to 
countenance a fearful and servile spirit, that this point 
did not belong to my subject, is a false and foolish ob- 
jection. There were several scandalous reports indus- 
triously spread by Wood and his accomplices, to dis^ 
courage all opposition against his infamous project. 
Tlicy gave it out, " that we were prepared for a rebel- 
lion ; that we disputed the king's prerogative, and were 
sliaking off our dependency." The ili'st went so far, and 
obtained so much belief agaiust the most visible demon- 
strations to the contrary, that a great person of this 
kingdom, now iu England, scut over such an account of 

* Franci? Drewe, Efq. of the Grange, roiin^' Devou j one of llifr 
TJSBreseotathrcti in parliament for the city of £sct*.r iu 171^X73 1^^ IT- 
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known use and signification in this kingdom ; and the 
yery lawyers pretend to undei-stand and have them of- 
ten in their mouths. These were the errors which have 
misled me ; and to which alone I must impute the severe 
treatment I have i*cceivcd. But I sliaU in time grow 
wiser, and learn to consider my driver, and the road I 
am in, and with whom I am yoked. This I will ven- 
ture to say ; that tlie boldest and most obnoxious words 
I ever delivered, would, in England, have only exposed 
me as a stupid fool, who went to prove that the sun shone 
in a clear summer's day : and I have witnesses ready to 
depose, that your lordship has said and writ fifty times 
worse ; and what is still an aggravation, with infinitely 
more wit and learning, and stronger arguments : so that, 
as politics mn, I do not know a person of more excep- 
tionable principles than yourself; and if ever I shalb 
be discovered, I think you will be bound in fibnouic to 
pay my fine, and support me in prison ; or else I may 
chance to inform against you by way of reprisal. 

In the mean time I beg your lordship to receive my 
confession; that if there be any such thing as a depeur 
dency of Ireland upon England, otherwise than as I 
have explained it, either by the law of God, of nature, 
of reason, of nations, or of the land, (which I shall die 
rather than grant) then was the proclamation against me 
the most merciful that ever was put out ; and instead of 
accusing me as malicious, wicked, and seditious, it might 
l>ave been durectly as guilty of high treason. 

All I desire is, that the cause of my country againal 
Mr. Wood may not suffer by any inadvertency of mine. 
Whether Ireland depends upon England, or only upon 
God, the king, and Uie law ; I hope no man will a8Bert> 
that it depends upon Mr. Wood. I sliould be heartily 
sorry tliat tliis commendable spirit against me should bc- 
cidcntally (and what, I hope, was never intended) strike 
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s damp upon that spirit in all rwoiks and corporations of 
men against the desperate and ruinous design of Mc 
Wood. Let ni7 countrymen blot out those parts in my 
last letter, ivhich they dislike ; and let no rust remain 
on mj sword, to cure the n'ounds 1 have given to our 
most mortal enemy* When Sir Charles Sedky was t»- 
king the oaths, where several things were to be renounc- 
ed, he said, "he loved renouncing;" asked "if any 
more were to be renounced ; for he was ready to re- 
nounce as much as they pleased." Although I am not 
so thorough a renouncer, yet let me have but good city 
security against this pestilent coinage, and I shall be ready 
not only to renounce every syllable in all my four let- 
ters, but to deliver them cheerfully witli my own hands 
into those of the common hangman, to be burnt with no 
better company than the coiner's effigies, if any part of 
it has escaped out of the secular hands of my £utlifiil 
friends, the common people.^ 

But, whatever the sentiments of some people may be, 
I think it is agreed that many of those who subscribed 
against me, are on the side of a vast majority in the 
kingdom, who opposed Mr. Wood ; and it was with great 
satiisfaction that I observed some right honourable names 
very amicably joined with my own, at the bottom of a 
strong declaration against him and his coin. But if the 
admission of it among us be already determined, the wor- 
-thy person, who is to betray me, ought in prudence to 
do it with all convenient speed ; or else it may be diffi- 
cult to find three hundred pounds sterling for the dis- 
charge of his liire, when the public shall have lost fi^e 
Imndre^ thousand, if there be so much in the nation f 
beside four fifths of its annual income for ever. 

* This paamge is cited by Dr. Campbell, in bis ** Pbilosopby of 
Rhetoric,** as a very strong example of commeadatioB, couched wi4^ 
^reat deUfiiaey uoder an air of reproaclt; N. 
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I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between man 
and man, it is of much weight, which of them gave the 
first provocation or struck the first blow. It is manifest 
that Mr. Wood has done both : and therefore I should 
humbly propose to have him first hanged, and his dross 
thrown into the sea : after which, the Drapier will be 
ready to stand his trial. " It must needs be that offen- 
ces come, but wo unto him by whom the offence comes." 
If Mr. Wood had held his hand, eveiy body else would 
have held their tongues: and then there would have 
been little need of pamphlets, juries, or proclamations 
upon this occasion. The provocation must needs have 
been very great, which could stir up an obscure, indo- 
lent Drapier, to become an author. One would almost 
tliink, the very stones in the street would rise up in such 
a cause : and I am not sure they will not do so against 
Mr. Wood, if ever he conies within their reach. It is 
a known stoiy of the dumb boy, whose tongue forced a 
passage for speech by the horror of seeing, a dagger at 
his father^s throat. This may lessen the wonder, that a 
tradesman, hid in privacy and silence, should cry out, 
when the life and being of his political mother are at- 
tempted before his face, and by so infamous a wretch. 

But in the mean time Mr. Wood, the destroyer of a 
kingdom, walks about in triumph (unless it be true, that 
he is in jail for debt) wliile he, who endeavoured to as- 
sert the liberty of his country, is forced to hide his head 
for occasionally dealing in a matter of controversy. 
However, I am not the first who has been condemned 
to death, for gaining a great victory over a powerful 
enemy, by disobeying for once the strict orders of milita- 
ly discipline. 

I am now resolved to follow (after the usual proceed- 
ing of mankind, because it is too late) the advice given 
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me by a certain Dean.'*'' He showed the mistake I was 
in, of trasting to the general good will of the people; 
^ that I had succeeded hitherto better than could be ex- 
pected ; but that some unfortunate circumstantial lapse 
would bring me within the reach of power: that my 
good intentions would be no security agaiqst those who 
watched every motion of my pen in the bitterness of my 
soul.'* He produced an instance of " a person as inno- 
cent, as disinterested, and as well-meaning as myself; 
who had written a very seasonable and inoffensive trea- 
tise, exhorting the people of this kingdom to wear their 
own manufactures rf for which, however, the printer was 
prosecuted with the utmost virulence ; the jury sent 
back nine times ; and the man given up to the mercy of 
the court." The Dean farther observed, " that I was 
in a manner left alone to stand the battle ; while others 
who had ten thousand times better talents than a Drapier, 
irere so prudent as to lie still ; and perhaps thought it 
no unpleasant amusement to look on witli safety, while 
another was giving them diversion at the hazard of his 
liberty and fortune ; and thought Hiej made a sufficient 
recompense by a little applause. Whereupon he con- 
cluded with a short story of a Jew at Madrid : who being 
condemned to the fire on account of his religion, a crowd 
of schoolboys following him to the stake, and apprehend* 
ing they might lose their sport if he should happen to 
recant, Avould often clap him on the back, and cry, "Sto- 
ftrme, Mxnjse^ Mose^, continue steadfast." 

I allow this gcutleman^s advice to have been very 
good, and his observations just ; and in one respect, my 
condition is worse than' that of tlie Jew ; for no recanta- 

* TIic aathor is lupposed to mean himself. F. 
f Ttie author mcaDs bimeelf again ; in the discourse adviiiing the 
peo^e of Ireland to wear tbeif^own manufacture?. F. 
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tion will save me. However, it should seem by Bome 
late proceedings, that m j state is Dot altogether deplora- 
ble. This I can impute to nothing but the steadiness of 
two impartial grand juries ,* which has confirmed in me 
an opinion I hare long entertained ; that, as philosophers 
say, virtue is seated in the middle ; so, in another sense, 
the little virtue left in the world, is chiefly to be found 
among the middle rank of mankind, who are neither al> 
lured out of her paths t>y ambition, nor driven by po- 
verty. 

Sinc^ the proclaibation occasioned by my last letter, 
and a due preparation for proceeding against me in a 
court of justice, there have i)een two printed papers 
clandestinely spread about ; whereof no man is able to 
trace the originsd, fEirthcr than by conjecture; which, 
with its usual charity, lays tiiem to my account. The 
former is entitled, '* Seasonable Advice," and appears 
to have been intended for information of the grand jury, 
upon the supposition of a bill to be prepared against that 
letter. Tlie other, is an extract from a printed book of 
pai'liamentaiy pi-ocecdings, in the year 1680; contain* 
ing an angry resolution of the house of commons in Eng- 
land, against dissolving grand juries. As to the former, 
yom: lordship will find it to be the work of a more artful 
hand than that of a common Drapicr. It has been censured 
for endeavouring to influence the minds of a jury, which 
ought to be wholly free and unbiassed ; and f(Mr that rea- 
son it is manifest, that no judge was ever known, either 
upon, or oir the bench, either by himself, or his depend- 
ants, to use the least insinuation, that might possibly af- 
fect the passions or interests of any one single juiymau^ 
much less of a whole jury ; whereof every man must be 
convinced, who will jtist give himself tlie trouble to dip 
into the common printed trials : so a^ it is amazing to 
think, what a number of upriglit judges there have 
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l>eeQ In both kingdoms, for above sixty years past; 
irhicli^TreQsidering how long they held their offices dar- 
ing pleasure^ as they still do among us, I account next 
to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I must confess it is a sharp cen- 
sure from an English house of commons against dissolv- 
ing grand juries, by any judge, before the end of the term, 
assizes, or sessions, while mattei's are under their consi- 
deration, and not presented ; as arbitrary, illegal, desr 
tructive to public justice, a manifest violation of his 
oath, and as a means to subvert the fiindamental laws of 
the kingdom. 

However, the pubHsher seems to have been mistaken 
in what he aimed at. For whatever dependence there 
may be of Ireland upon England, I hope he would net 
insinuate, that the proceedings of a lord chief justice io 
Ireland, must depend upon a resolution of an English 
house of commons. Besides, that resolution, although 
it were levelled against a particular lord chief justice^ 
Sir William Scroggs, yet the occasion was directly con- 
trary. For Scroggs dissolved the grand jury of Loudon 
for fear they should present ; but ours in Dublin was dis- 
solved, because they would not present ; which wondev** 
fully alters the case. And therefore a second grand 
jury supplied that dejfect, by making ti presentment* 
that pleased the whole kingdooL However, I think it 
is agiecd by all parties, that both the one and the other 
jury, behaved themselves in such a manner, as ought to 
be remembered to their honour, while there shall be any 
regard left among us for virtue or public spirit. 

I am confident your lordship will be of my sentiments 
iYi one thing ; that some short plain authentic tract might 
be published for the information both of petty and grand 

^ See the Presentmeat immediately precedlog this letter. I^ 
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juries, how far their power reaches, and where it h 
limited ; and that a printed copy of such a treatise mi^ht 
be deposited in every court, to be consulted by the ju- 
rymen, before they consider of their verdict ; by which, 
abundance of inconveniences would be avoided, whereof 
innumerable instances might be produced from former 
times; because I will say nothing of the present 

I have read somewhere of an eastern king, who put a 
judge to death for an iniquitous sentence, and ordered his 
hide to be stuffed into a cushion, and placed upon the 
tribunal for the son to sit on, who was preferred to his 
father's oiTice. I fancy sucli a memorial might not have 
been unuseful to a son of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his successors would often wriggle in their 
seats, as long as the cushion lasted: I wish the relator 
had told us what number of such cushions there might 
be in that country. 

I cannot but observe to your lordship, how nice and 
dangerous a point it is grown, for a private persoo to in« 
form the people even in an affair where the public inte- 
rest and safety are so highly concerned, as that of Mr. 
Wood ; and this in a country where loyalty is woven 
Into the very hearts of the people, seems a Kttle extra- 
ordinary. Su- William Scroggs was the first who intro- 
duced that commendable acuteness into the coidrts of 
judicature; but how far this practice has been imitated 
by his successors, or strained upon occasion, is out of my 
knowledge. When pamphlets unpleasing to the minis- 
try were presented as libels, he would order the oflbnsive 
paragraphs to be read before him ; and he was often so 
very happy in applying the initial letters of names, and 
expounding dubious hints (the two common expedients 
among writers of that class for escaping the law) that he 
discovered much more than ever the autliors intended ; 
as many of them, or their printers, found to their cost. 
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If such methods are to be followed in examining what I 
have already written, or may write hereafter, upon the 
subject of Mr. Wood, I defy any man of fifty times tnj 
understanding and eaution to avoid being entrapped : 
unless he will be content to \irrite what none will read, 
by repeating over the old arguments and computations, 
whereof the world is already grown weary. So that my 
good friend Harding lies under this dilemma ; either to 
let my learned works haog for ever drying upon his lines ; 
or venture to publish them at the hazard of being laid 
by the heels. 

I need not tell your lordship where the difficulty lies. 
It is tnie, that the king and the laws permit us to refuse 
tliis coin of Mr. Wood ; but at the same time it is equal- 
ly true, that the king and the laws permit us to receive 
it. Now, it is barely possible, that the ministers in Eng- 
land may not suppose the consequences of uttering that 
brass among us, to be so ruinous as we apprehend; be- 
cause perhaps if they understood it in that light, they 
would in common Immanity, use theur credit with his 
majesty for saving a most loyal kingdom from destruc- 
tion. But, as long as it shall please those great persons 
to think that coin will not be so very pernicious to ua^ 
we lie under the disadvantage of being censured as ob- 
stinate in not complying with a royal patent Therefore 
nothing remains but to make use of that liberty, which 
the king and the laws have left us, by continuing to re- 
fuse this coin ; and by frequent remembrances to keep 
up that spirit raised against it, which otherwise may be 
apt to flag, and pierhaps in time to sink altogether. For, 
any public order against receiving or uttering Mr. 
Wood's halfpence, is not reasonaUy to be expected in 
this kingdom, without directions from England ; which 
I think no body presumes^ or is so sanguine as to hope. 
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But to confess the truth, my lord, I begin to grow 
wearjTof my office as a writer; and could heartily wish 
it were devolved upon my brethren, the makers of sooga 
and ballads, who perhaps are the best qualified at pre- 
sent to gather up the gleanings of this controversy. As 
to myself, it has been my misfortune to begin, and pur- 
sue it, upon a wrong foundation. For, having detected 
the frauds and falsehoods of this vile impostor Wood in 
every part, I foolishly disdained to have recotune to 
whining, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but rather 
chose to appeal to law and liberty, and the common 
rights of mankind, without considering the climate I 
was in. 

Since your last residence in Ireland, I frequently 
have taken my nag to ride about your grounds ; where 
J fancied myself to feel an air of freedom breathing round 
me ; and I am glad the low condition of a tradesman 
did not qualify me to wait on you at your house; for 
then, I am afraid, my writings would not have escaped 
severer censures. But I have lately sold my nag, and 
honestly told his greatest fault, which was that of smiff* 
ing up the six about Brackdenstown ; whereby he be- 
came such a lover of liberty, that I could scarce hold 
him in. I have likewise buried at the bottom of a strong 
chest your lordship's writings under a heap of othen^ 
that treat of liberty ; and spread over a layer or two 
of Hobbes, Filmer, Bodin, and many more authors of that 
stamp, to be readiest at hand, wlienever I shall be dis- 
posed to take up a new set of principles in government. 
In the mean time I design quietly to look to my shop, 
and keep as far out of your lordship's influence as possi- 
ble : and if you ever see any more of my writings on this 
subject, I promise you shall find them as innocent, 
as insipid, and without a sting, as what I have now 
offered you.. But, if your iordsliip wiU please to 
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^ve me ao eagy lease of some part of your estate ii| 
Yorkshire, thither will I cany my chest : and tumiiig it 
up«de down, resume my political reading where I left off; 
feed on plain homely fare, and live and die a free honest 
English farmer; but not without regret for leaving mj 
touutrymen under the dread of the brazen talons of Mr. 
Wood : my most loyal and innocent countrymen ; to 
i¥hom I owe so much for their good opinion of me, and , 
my poor endeavours to serve them. I am with the great? 
est respect; my lord, 

Your lordship's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

M.B.. 

i^% These papers (for the sixth and seventh letters were not publish* 
ed till long afterward) prevailed, notwithstanding threats, proteco- 
tioos, and imprisonments, against all the influence of power, and 
all the artifices of cunning : persons of every sect united with the 
Drapier in the common cause, his health was a perpetual toast, and 
his effigies were displayed in every street ; Wood was compelled to 
withdraw his patfnt, and his halfpence were totaU|y sugpresied. 8> 
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* He gigned the prodamaiiott agaloflt the Prapier. F. 
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:»% By many passages in the following letter, and hy the date, Oct 
6, 1724, it appears to have been written soon after the prodamatioii 
against the Drapier for his fourth letter, and before the jmy had 
thrown out the bill <^ indictment. At this crisis perhaps tiie Dean 
did not choose to resume a diameter which was become obnozioos, 
and therefore wrote in his own. The original was signed with his 
name, though it appeared to have been obliterated by another hand ; 
for some reason the publicaltiM of It was delayed, and it was first 
printed in an edition of the Dean's works publidied at DoUia in 
1735. This, however, is not the onliy reason why it if placed after 
the fiAll letter; for the fifth leltfr appeals tQ h«weibt«i ^hf^tuted 
in its stead, and not intended to f<^ow it The fourth letter, both 
in this and in the fifth, is called ihe lost, which coold not have hap- 
pened if both1iii4 been^parts wf the wmt^aeriet. 

The reader will now easily account for those passages in tiie sixth by 
which the prosecution against Harding appears to be depending, 
though in the fiftti it is mentioned as past* 

* This advertisement is so epitome of the. pref^e to tbj» Iriih tditiOB of 
the Brapier's'Siitli Letter, tt; 
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TO THE 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 



Deanery-hoofle, Oct 1724. 
MY IiOBD, 

I DESIRE 70U will consider me as a member, who 
comes in at tbe latter end of a debate ; or as a lawyer 
who speaks to a cause when the matter has been almost 
exhausted by those who spoke before. 

I remember, some months ago, I was at your house up- 
on a commission, where I am one of the governors ; but 
I went thither, not so much on account of the commis- 
sion, as to ask you some questions concerning Mr. Wood^a 
patent to coin halfpence for Ireland ; where you very 
freely told me in a mixt company, bow much you had 
been always against that wicked project ;* which raised 
in me an esteem for you so far, that I went in a few days 
to make you a visit, after many years intermission. I 
am likewise told, that your son wrote two letters from 
London (one of which I have seen) empowering those^ 
to whom they were directed, to assure his friends, that 
wiiereas there was a malicious report spread of his en- 
gaging himself to Mr. Walpole for forty thousand pounds 
of Wood's coin to be received in Ireland, the said re- 



• Lord Middleton, thoagh be signed the prodamation against the 
Drapier, was an enemy to Wood^s prcgect, according to several pas 
saees in tbew letters. H. 
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poi-t was false and gioundlcss ; and he had never dis- 
coursed with that minister on this subject, nor would 
ever give his consent to liave one farthing of tlie said 
coin current here. And although it be a long time since 
1 have given rajself the trouble of conversing witli peo- 
ple of titles or stations ; yet I have been told by those 
who can take up with such amusements, that there is not 
a considerable person of the kingdom scrupulous in any 
sort to declare his opinion. But all this is needless to 
allege, when we consider, that the ruinous consequen- 
ces of Wood's patent have been so strongly represented 
by both houses of parlianient ; by the privy council ; 
the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin ; by so many 
corporations ; and tlie concurrence of the principal gen- 
tlemen in oK>st^countics at their quarter sessions^ without 
mj regard to party, religion, or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the ciurency of tliese half- 
pence would, in the universal opinion of our people, be 
utterly destructive to this kingdom ; and consequently 
that it is every man's duty not only to refuse this coin 
liimseU, but as far as in hira lies, to persuade others to do 
the like : and whether this be done in private or in 
print, is all a case ; as no layman is forbidden to wi-ite, 
or to discourse upon religious or moral subjects, alihough 
he may not do it in a pulpit, at least in our church. 
Neither is this an afiair of state, until authority shall think 
fit to declare it so ; or if you should understand it in 
that sense, yet you will please to consider, that I am not 
now preaching. 

Therefore I do think it my duty, since the Drapier 
will probably be no more heard of, so Deut to supply his 
place, as not to incur his fortune ; for I have learned 
from old experience, that there are times wherein a man 
ought to be cautious, as well as innocent. I tlierefore 
hope, tliat proson in;; both those character?^ T may be aK 
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foiled, by oiferiog new arguments, or enforcing old one^i 
to refresh the memory of my fellow-subjects, and keep up 
that good spirit raised among them, to preserve them>- 
selves from utter ruin by lawful means, and such as are 
permitted by his majesty. 

I believe you will {>lea9e to allow me two proposi- 
tions : first, that we are a most loyal people ; and se* 
condly, that we are a free people, in the common accepta* 
iion of that word, applied to a subject under a limited 
monarch. I know very well, that you and I did, maoy 
yeai-s ago, iu discourse, differ much, in the presence of 
Lord Wharton, about the meaning of that Avord Kberhf, 
with relation to Ireland. But, if you will not allow us 
to be a free pieople. there is only another appellation left, 
which I doubt, my Lord Chief Justice Whilshed wouki 
call me to account for, if I venture to bestow : for I ob- 
served (and I shall never forget upon what occadoo) 
the device upon his coach to be, Ubertas et natale soUtm^ 
at the very point of time when he was sitting in hiti 
court, and peijuriug himself to betray both. 

JNTow, as for our loyalty to his present majesty, if it 
has ever been equalled in any other part of his dorni* 
nions, I am sure it has never beeu exceeded : and I am 
confident he has not a minister in England, who could 
ever call it once in question ; but that some hard rumours 
at least have been transmitted from the other side of the 
water, I suppose you will not doubt : and rumours of the 
severest kind ; which many good people have imputed 
to the indirect proceeding of Mr. Wood and his emissa- 
ries ; as if he endeavoured it should be thought, that 
our loyalty depended upon the test of refusing or taking 
Ills copper. Now, as I am sure you will admit us to be 
a loyal people, so you will think it pardonable iu us to 
hope for ail proper marks of favour and protection from 
90 gradous a king, thleit a loyal and free people can ex^ 
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pect : amoDg which, we all agree in reckoniog this to be 
one ; that Wood's halfpence may never have entrance 
into this kingdom. And this we shall continue to wish, 
when we dare no longer express our wishes ; although 
Ihere were no such mortal as a drapier in the world. 

I am heartily sorry, that any writer should, in a cause 
so generally approved, give occasion to the government 
and council to charge him with paragraphs " highly re- 
flecting upon his majesty and bis minbters ; tending to 
alienate the affections of his good subjects in England 
aod Ireland from each other ; and to promote sedition 
among the people." I must confess that with many 
others, I thought he meant well ; althougli he might have 
the failing of better writers, not to be always fortunate in 
the manner of expressing himself. 

lEowever, since the Drapier is but one man, I shall 
think I do a public service by asserting, th^t the rest of 
my countrymen are wholly free from learning out of his 
pamphlets to reflect on the king or his minbters, and to 
breed sedition. 

I solemnly declare, that I never once heard the least 
reflection cast upon the king, on the subject of Mr. 
Wood's coin : for in many discourses on this matter, I 
do not remember his majesty's name to be so much as 
mentioned. As to the ministry in England, the only 
two persons hinted at, were, the Duke of Grafton and 
Mr. Walpole : the former, as I have heard you and a 
hundred others affirm^ declared " tliat he never saw the 
patent in favour of Mr. Wood, before it was passed," 
although he was then lord lieutenant : and therefore I 
suppose every body believes that his grace has been 
wholly unconcerned in it ever since. 

Mr. Walpole was indeed supposed to be understood 
by the letter W. in several newspapers ; where it is said 
that some expressions fell from him not very favourable 
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to die people of iKlftod; for the tiiith of whkh tbe 
kingdom is not to Answer, anj more tlian for the disere- 
tion of the publiriiers. Tou observe, the Dmpier wholly 
clears Mr. Walpole of tWs cbctrge by TCiy strong argu- 
ments ; and speaJa of him with civility. I cannot deny 
myself to have been often present, where the company 
gave their opinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. 
Wood's projects, which I always contradicted ; and far 
my own part never once opened my lips against that 
minister, either in mixed or particular meetings ; and my 
reason for this reservedness was, because it pleased him 
in the queen's time (I mean queen Anne of ever blessed 
memory) to make a speech directly against me by name, 
in the house of comsions, as I was told a very few 
minutes after, in the court of requests, by more than 
fifty members. 

But yoti, wbA are in a i^at station here (if any thing 
here may be called great) cannot be ignorant, that 
ivhoever is understood by pubfic voice to be chief minio- 
ter, will, among the general talkers, share the blame, 
whether justly or not, of every thing Uiat is disliked | 
which I could easily make appear in many instances 
from my own knowledge, while I was in the world; 
and particularly in the- case of the greatest, the wisest; 
and the most uncomipt minister I ever conversed with.* 

But whatever unpleasing opinion some people might 
conceive of Mr. WaliM>le, on account of those halfpence, 
I dare boldly affirm it was entirely owing to Mr. Wood* 
Many persons of credit come from England, have 
affirmed to me aqd others, that they have seen letters 
under his hand, lull of arrogance and insolence toward 
Ireland, and boasting of his favour with Mr. Walpole ; 
which is highly probable; because he reasonably thought 

^Suppotad to he the liOid Treasurer Oxford. Q. 
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il for his interest to spread such a report, and because it 
is the known talrat of low and little spirits, to have a 
yreat man's name perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus I have sufficiently justified the people of Ire* 
hnd from learning any bad lesson out of the Drapier's 
pamphlets, with regard to his majesty and his ministers : 
and therefore, if those prayers were intended to sow se- 
dition among us, God be thanked the seeds have fallen 
upon a very improper soil. 

As to alienating the affections of the people of Eng^ 
land and Ireland from each other ; I believe the Br*- 
pier, whatever his intentions were, has left that mattcsr 
just as he found it. 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in oomK 
try as in town ; and therefore take myself to be as well 
informed, as most men, in the dispositions of each people 
toward the other. By the people, I understand h^r^ 
only the bulk of the common people $ and I desire no 
lawyer may distort or extend my meaning. 

There is a vein of industry and panimooy that runs 
through the whole people of En|^d, which, added to 
the easiness of their rents, makes them rich and sturdy. 
As to Ireland, they know little more of it than they do 
of Mexico : farther than that it is a country suliJMt to 
the King of £i)gland, full of bogs, inhabited by wild 
Irish papists, who are kept in awe by mercenary troops 
sent from tlience : and their general opinion is, that it 
were better for England if this whole island were sunk 
Into the sea : for they have a tradition, that every forty 
years there must be a rebellion in Ireland. I have seen 
the grossest suppositions passed upon them : '' that the 
wild Irish were taken in toils ; but that in some time 
they would grow so lame as to eat out of your hands :"I 
have been asked by hundreds, and particularly by my 
neighbours, your tenants at Fe^ier-hara, " whether I 
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had come fi-om Ireland by sea :" and, upoo the arrival 
of an Irishman to a country town, I bare known crowds 
coming about him, and wondering to see him look sp 
much better tlian themselves. 

A gentleman now lu Dublin affirms, ^ that, passing 
some months rjb;o tbvough Northampton, and finding 
the whole town in a fluriy, with bells, bonfires, and il- 
luminations ; upon asking the cause, he was told that It 
was for joy that tlie Irish had submitted to receive 
Wood's halfpence/' This, I thiuk, plainly shows what 
sentiments that large town has of us ; and how little 
they made it their own case ; although they lie directly 
In our way to London, and therefore cannot but be 
frequently convinced that we have human shapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they consist either 
of Irish papists, who are as inconsiderable, in point of 
power, as the women and children ; or of English pro* 
tcstants, who love their brethren of that kingdom, a^ 
tliough tliey may possibly sometimes complain when tliey 
think tliey are hardly use<l : however, I confess, I do not 
see that it is of any great consequence, bow their per-^ 
sonal afiectious stand to each other, while the sea divide* 
them, and while they continue in their loyalty to- the 
same prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether, 
those from England have reason to complain, when they 
come hithei- in pursuit of their fortunes ? or, whetlier thQ 
people of Ii-eland have reason to boast, when they go to 
.England upon the same design ? 

j\Iy second proposition was, that we of Ireland are a 
free people : this, I suppose, you will allow, at least with 
certain limitatioiia remaining in your own breast.- How- 
ever, I am sure it is not criminal to alfirm it; because 
the words liberty and property, as applied toihe subject, 
are often mention^ in both houses of parliament, as 
w^U as io yoiurs and oth#r courts below : whence it musi 

K 2 
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follow thai the [)eople of Ireland do, or ought to enjoy 
all the benefitg of the commoa and. statute law: audi aa 
to be tried by juries, to pay no moaey >nfithout their own 
conseut as represented in parlittniMt, tuod the like. If 
this be so, and if it be universally agreed that a free 
pecq^ cannot by law be compelled to take any money 
in pi^Bifent, except gold and silver ; I do not see why 
any man should be hindered from cautioning Ins countr^*- 
men against this coin of William Wood : who is en- 
deavouring by fraud to rob us of that property, which 
the laws have secured. If I am mistaken, and thia cop- 
per can be obtruded on us, I would put the Drapier's 
case in another light, by supposing that a person going 
into his shop should agree for thirty shillings ^orth of 
goods, and force tlic seller to take his payment in a par- 
cel of copper pieces intrinsically not worth aboye a 
crown : I desire to know whether the Drapier would 
not be actually robbed of five-and-twenty sliillings ; and 
how far he could be said to be master of his property ? 
The same question may be applied to rents and debts on 
bond or mortgage, and to all kind of commerce, what- 
soever. 

Give me leave to do, what the Drapier has done more 
tlian once before me, which is, to relate the naked fact, 
as it stands in the view of the world. 

One William Wood, Esq. a hardwareman, obtains by 
fraud a patent in England to coin 108,0001. in copper, 
to pass in Ireland, leaving us liberty to takeor tofefbse. 
The people here, in all sorts of bodies and representa- 
tives, do openly and heartily declare, that they will not 
accept this coin : to justify these declarations^ they ge- 
nerally offer two reasons ; first, because by the words of 
the patent they are left to their own clioice ; and second- 
ly, because they are not obliged by law : so that you 
s(^ there is heltum atqve rfnmt, a kingdom on one side. 
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ftad Williani Wood on the other. Aad if Mr. Wood 
gets the victory at the expense of Ireland's rtiib, and 
the profit of one or two hundred thousand pounds (I 
mean by continuing and counterfeiting as long as he 
lives) for himself; I doubt, both present and future ages 
-will at least think it a very singular scheme. 

If this fact be truly stated, I must confess, I look 
upon it as my duty, so far as God has enabled me, and 
as long as I keep within the bounds of truth, of duty, 
and of decency, to warn my fellow subjects, as they 
value their king, Uieir country, and all that ought or 
can be dear to them, never to adroit this pemiciouB 
coin ; no not so much as one sinji;le halfpenny. For if 
one single thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of 
keeping out the whole crew behind. 

And while I shall be thus employed, I w[ill never 
give myself leave to suppose, that what I say can either 
offend my lord lieutenant, whose person and great quali- 
ties I have always highly respected, (as I am sure his 
excellency will be my witness) or the ministers in Eng- 
land, wiUi whom I have notliing to do, or they with 
me ; much less the privy council here ; who, as I am 
informed, did send an address to his majesty against 
Mr. Wood's coin ; which if it be a mistake, I denre I 
may not be accused for a spreader of false news : but I 
confess, I am so great a stranger to affairs, that, for any 
thing I know, the whole body of the council may since 
have been changed : and although I observe some of the 
Very same names in a late dedaration against that coin, 
which I saw subscribed to the proclamation against the 
Drapier, yet possibly they may be dUTerent persoos: 
for Uiey are utterly unknown to me, and are likely to 
continue so. 

In this controversy, where the reasoners on each side 

are divided by St George's channel, hb majesty's pre- 

K 3 
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rogative perhaps ^vould not have been meDtioned, S^ 
Mr. Wood and his advocates had uot made it necessary, 
by giviug out that the cunency of his coiu should be en- 
forced by a proclamation. The traders and common 
people of the kingdom were heartily willing to refuse 
this coin ; but tlie fear of a proclamation brought along 
vith it most dreadful apprehensions. It was therefore 
absolutely necessaiy for the Drapier to remove this dif- 
ikulty ; and accordingly, in one of his former pamphlet^ 
he produced invincible arguments (wherever he picked 
them up) that the king^s prerogative was not at all coor 
cerned in the matter ; since the law had sufficiently pro- 
vided against any coin to be imposed on the subject^ 
except gold and silver; and that copper is not money» 
but, as it has been properly called, numnionan fcam^ 
Iks. 

The three former letters from the Drapier having not 
received any public censure, I look upon them to be 
without exception ; and that the, good people of the 
kingdom ought to read them oden, in order to keep up 
that spirit raised against this destructive coin of Mr. 
Wood. As for this last letter, against which a procla- 
mation is issued ; I shall only say, that I could wish it 
were stripped of all that can be any way objectionable f 
which I would not think it below me to undertake, if 
my abilities were equal; but, being naturally somewhat 
idow of comprehension, no lawyer, and apt to believe 
ihe best of those who profess good designs, without apy 
visible motive eitlier of profit or honour ; I migift 
pore for ever, without distinguishing the cockle froo* 
(he corn. 

That which I am told gives the greatest oflR^nce in this 
last letter, is, where the Drapier affirms, ^ that, if a 
i:CbeUlon should i^roye so Micccssful as to fix the pre- 
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"lender oa the throne of Eugland, he would veu^re so 
(ar to traosgress the Irish statute, which unites Ireland 
to England under one king, as to lose every drop of iiifi 
blood to hinder him from being king of Ireland." 

I shall not presume to vindicate any man, who open- 
ly declares he would transgress a statute; and a statute 
of such importance : but, with the most humble submis- 
sion, and desire of pardon for a very innocent mistake^ 
I should be apt to think, that the loyal intention of the 
writer, might be at least some small extenuation of his 
crime ; for in this I confess myself to think with the Dra;* 
pier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other objections 
against that pamphlet ; but I suppose, they will all a|H 
pear at the prosecution of tlie Drapier. And I think, 
whoever in his own conscience believes the said pam- 
phlet to be ^ wicked and malicious, seditious and scanda- 
lous, highly reflecting upon his majesty and his minis- 
ters," &c, would do well to discover the author (as litp 
tie a friend as I am to the trade of informers) although 
the reward of 300^ bad not been tacked to the discove- 
ly. I own, it would be a great satisfaction to me to 
hear the arguments not only of judges, but of lawyers 
upon this case. Because you cannot but know, there 
often happen occasions, wherein it would be very con- 
venient that the bulk of the people should be informed 
how they ought to conduct theaiselves ; and therefore it 
has been the wisdom of the English parliaments to be; 
very reserved in limiting the press. When a bill is de- 
bating in either house of parliament there, nothing is 
more usual, than to have tlie controversy handled by 
pamphlets on both sides, witliout the least animadver- 
sion upon the authors. 

So here, in the case of Mr. Wood and his coin ; since 
Hie two houses gave their opinion by addresses, hov 
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dangerous the currency of that copper would be to Ire^ 
land, it was, without all question, both lawful and con- 
venient, that the bulk of the people should be let more 
particularly into the nature of the danger they were in, 
and of the remedies that were in their own power, if 
they would have the sense to apply them ; and this can- 
not be more conveniently done^ than by particular per- 
sons, to whom God has given zeal and understanding 
sufficient for such an undertaking. Thus it happened 
in the case of that destructive project for a bank in Ire- 
land, which was brought into parliament a few years 
ago ; and it was allowed, that the ai^^ments and writings 
of some without doors, contributed very much to reject 
it. 

Now I shonld be heartily glad, if some able lawyers 
would prescribe the limits, how far a private man may 
venture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters : 
because a true lover of his country, may think it hard 
to be a quiet stander by, and an indolent looker on, 
while a public error prevails, by which a whole nation 
may be ruined. Every man who enjoys property, has 
some share in the public ; and therefore the care of the 
public is, in some degree, every such man's concern. 

To come to particulars ; I could wish to know, whether 
it be utterly unlawful in any writer so much as to men- 
tion the prerogative ; at least so far as to bring it into 
doubt upon any point whatsoever : I know it is olUn 
debated in Westminster hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as 
well as otlier eminent lawyers, do frequently handle that 
subject in their books. 

Secondly, how far the prerogative extends to force 
coin upon the subject, which is not sterling ; such as lead, 
brass, copper, mixt metal, shells, leather, or any other 
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material; and fix upon it irhatever deoomiuation the 
crown shall think fit ? 

Thirdly, what is really and truly meant by that phrase 
of a '^ depending kingdom," as apfHied to Ireland, and 
wherein that dependency consists ? 

Lastly, in what points relating to liberty and proper- 
ty, the people of Ireland diflfer, or at least ought to dif- 
fer, from those of England. 

If these particulars were made so clear that none could 
mistake them, it would be of infinite ease and use to the 
kingdom ; and either prevent, or silence all discoutents. 

My Lord Somers, the greatest man I ever knew of 
your robe, and whose thoughts of Ireland difTered as faf 
as heaven and earth from those of some others among 
* his brethren here, lamented to me, that the prerogative 
of the crown, or the privileges of parliament, should ever 
be liable to dispute in any single branch of either; by 
which means, he said, the public often suffered great in-* 
conveniences, whereof he gave me several instances. I 
produce the authority of so eminent a person, to justify 
my desires that some high points might be cleared. 

For want of such known ascertainment, how far a 
writer may proceed in expressing his good wishes for bis 
country, a person of the most innocent intentions may 
possibly, by the oratory and comments of lawyers, be 
charged with many crimes, which from bis very soul 
he abhors; and consequently may be ruined in his fcv- 
tiines, and left to rot among thieves in some stinking jail, 
merely for mistaking the purlieus of the law. I have 
known, in my lifetime, a printer prosecuted and con- 
vincted for publishing a pamphlet,* where the author's 
intentions, I am confident, were as good and innocent, as 

• "A Proposal for the Universal Use of Irish Manufectares," writ- 
tea hy the author. F. 
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those of a martyr at his last prayers, f did very lately, 
as I thought it my duty, preach to the people under 
ny inspectioD upoa the subject of Mr. Wood's coio ; 
aud although I never heard that my sermon gave the 
kast offence, as I am sure none iras intended, yet, if it 
were now printed and published, I cannot say, I would 
ensure it from the hands of the common hangman, or- 
my own person from those of a messenger.* 

I have heard the late chief justice Holt affimi, that 
in all criminal cases, the most favourable interpretatioa 
should be put upon words, that they can possibly bear* 
Tou meet the same position asserted in many trials for 
the greatest crimes ; though often very ill practised by 
the perpetual corruption of judges. Aud I remember 
at a trial in Kent, where Sir Geoi^e Rook was indicted 
for calling a gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer 
i'or the defendant brought off his clieut, by alleging that 
the words were not injurious ; for huwe in the old and 
tme signification imported only a servant ; and villain 
in Latin is vUlicus^ which is no more than a man em- 
ployed iu country labour, or rather a bailiff. 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a standard maxim 
ibr all times and circumstances, any writer, with a yeiy 
small measuie of discretion, might easily be safe ; but I 
doubt, in practice, it has been frequently controlled, at 
least before his time : for I take it to be an old rule ia 

law. 

I have read, or heard a passage of Seignior Gregario 
Leti, an Italian, who, Ixiiog in London, busying himself 
with writing the Histoiy of England, told King Charles 
the Second, '' that he endeavoured as much as he could 
to avoid giving offeu(:e, but found it a thing imposeibTe, 

* This Sermon is given ifi Vol. XIV. under the title "On doiflj 
Good, ovcasioncd by V-Qod*! Projrjct." ^. 
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although he should have beea as wise as Solomon/' The 
kiug answered, '^ that if this were the case, he had bet- 
ter employ his time in writing proverbs, as Solomon did.'' 
But Leti laj under no public necessity of writing ; neither 
would England have been one halfpenny the better or 
the worse whether he writ or not. 

This I mention, because I know it will readily be 
objected, " What have private men to do with the pub- 
lic ? what call had a Drapier to turn politician, to med- 
dle in mattei-s of state ? would not his time have been 
better employed in looking to his shop ; or his pen, in 
writing proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, and won- 
ders ?" He would tlien have been out of all danger of 
proclamations and prosecutions. Have we not able ma« 
gistrates and counsellors hourly watching over the pub- 
lic weal ? All this may be true : and yet, when the ad- 
-dresses from both houses of parliament against Mr. 
Wood's halfpence failed of success, if some pen had not 
been employed to inform the people how far they might 
legally proceed in refusing that coin, to detect the fraud, 
the artifice, and insolence of the coiner, and to lay open 
the most ruinous consequences to the whole kingdom, 
which would inevitably follow from the currency of the 
said coin, I might appeal to many hundred thousand 
people, whether, any one of them would ever have had 
the courage or sagacity to refuse it. 

If this copper should begin to make its way among the 
common ignorant people, we are inevitably undone. It 
is they, who give us the greatest apprehension, being 
easily frighted, and greedy to swallow misinformations 4 
for, if every man were wise enough to understand his 
own interest, which is every man's principal study, there 
would be no need of pamphlets upon this occasion : but 
as things stand, I have thought it absolutely necessary, 
from my duty to God, my kiag, and my country, to il^ 
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fonn the peo[rfe, that the proclamation lately isfiued 
agaiost the Drapier, doth not in the least aflfect the oaae 
of Mr. Wood and his coin; bnt only refers to oertaio 
paragraphs in the Drapier's last pamphlet (not immedi- 
ately relating to his ntbject, nor at all to the merits of 
the cause) which the government was pleased to dislike ; 
so that any man has the same liberty to reject, to write, 
and to declare against this coin, which he had before : 
neither is any man obliged to believe, that those honour- 
able persons (whereof you are the first) who sijgned that 
memorable proclamation against the Drapier, have at all 
changed their opinions with r^ard to Mr. Wood or his 
coin. 

Therefore, concluding myself to be thus far upon a 
safe and sure foot, I shall continue upon any proper oc- 
casion, as God enables me, to revive and preserve thfit 
spirit raised in the nation (whether the real author were 
a real drapier or not is little to the purpose) against this 
liorrid design of Mr. Wood ; at the same time carefully 
watching every stroke of my pen, and venturing only to 
incur the public censure of the world, as a writer; not of 
my lord chief justice Whltshed, as a criminal. When* 
ever an order shall come out by authority, forbidding all 
men, upon the highest penalties, to oflfer any thing in 
writing or discourse against Mr. Wood's halfpence, I 
shall certaioly submit. However, if that should happen, 
.1 am determined to be somewhat more than the last man 
in the kingdom to receive them; because I will never 
receive them at all ; for, although I know how to be si- 
lent, I have not yet learned to pay active obedience 
against my conscience, and the public safety. 

I desire to put a case, which I think the Drapier in 
some of his books has put before me; although not w 
fully as it requires. 
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You know the copper halfpence id Englaod are coin- 
ed by the public ; and every piece worth pretty near 
the value of the copper. Now suppose, that instead df 
the public coinage, a patent had been granted to some 
private obscure person, for coining a proportionable quah- 
lity of copper in that kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is 
preparing in this ; and all of it at least five times below 
the intrinsic value : the current money of England is 
reckoned to be twenty millions ; and ours under five 
hundred thousand pounds : by this computation, as Mr. 
Wood has power to give us 108,000 pounds; so the pa- 
tentee in England, by the same proportion, might circu- 
late four millions three hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds ; beside as much more by stealth and counterfeits. 
I desire to know from you, whether the parliament might 
not have addressed upon such au occasion; what success 
they probably would have had, and liow many Drapiers 
would have risen to pester the world with pamphlets i 
yet that kingdom would not be so great a sufferer as 
ours in the like case ; because their cash would not be 
conveyed into foreign countries, but lie hid in the chests 
of cautious thrifty men until better times. Then I de- 
sire, for the satisfaction of the public, that you will please 
to inform me, why this country is treated in so very dif- 
ferent a manner in a point of such high importance ; 
whether it be on account of Poining's act ; of subordina- 
tion ; dependence ; or any other term of art, which I 
shall not contest, but am too dull to understand. 

I am very sensible, that the good or ill success of Mr. 
Wood, will affect you less than any person of conse- 
quence in the kingdom ; because I hear you are so pni- 
dent as to make all your purchases iu England : and tru- 
ly so would I, if I had money, although I were to pay a 
hundred years purchase ; because I should be glad to 
possess a freehold, that could not be taken from me by 



228 THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS. 

any law to which I did not give my own consent ; and 
where I should never be ih danger of receiving my rents 
in mixt copper at the loss of sixteen shillings in the 
pound. You can live in ease and plenty at Peppel^ 
hara in SuiTcy ; and therefore I thought it extremely 
generous and public spirit^ in you to be of the king- 
dom's side in tliis dispute, by showing without reserve 
your disapprobation of Mr. Wood's design ;* at least if 
you have been so frank to othc's as you were to me; 
whicli indeed I could not but wonder at, considering how 
much we differ in other points ; and therefore I, could 
get but few believers, when I attempted to justify you 
in this article from your own words. 

I would humbly offer another thought, which I do not 
remember to have fallen under the Drapier's observation. 
If these half()euce should once gain admittance, it is 
agreed, that in no longer space of time, what by the clao- 
destine practices of the coiner, what by liis own counter- 
feits, and those of others either from abroad or at home, 
his limited quantity would be tripled upon us, until there 
would not be a grain of gold or silver visible in the na' 
tiou. This, in my opinion, would lay a heavy charge 
upon the crown, by creating a necessity of transmitting 



* ** The saccees of the measure was principally impeded by the an- 
ezpected and inflexible opposition of Lord Cbancellor Middletoo, who 
has on that account incurred the bitter reproaches of Walpole, Towiuh 
hcnd, and the Duke of Grafton, In their correspondence with each 
other. Upon a candid review of his conduct, however, it appears that 
be was actuated by no improper motive, but, in eoaraMm with many 
other persons in Ireland, considered the plan imprudently introduced, 
and inimical to the true interests of the country. The private letters 
which passed between )iim, his brother, and son, and which I am en- 
abled to lay before the public, will afibrd a dear explanation of his 
motives ; and a comparison of them with those of the two ministers, 
and of the Duke of Grafton, relieve the characters of each party from 
much of that obloquy vhijch iowei fr«m the rage 9i discordant pol^'^ 
tip." C9M,p.»7. 
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iiione3rfroiii England to pay the salaries at least of the 
priDcipal civil officers ; for I do not conceive how m 
judge (for instance) could support his dignity with a 
thousand pounds a year in Wood's coin ; which would 
not intrinsically he worth near two hundred. To argue 
that these halfpence, if no other coin were current, would 
answer the general ends of commerce among ourselves^ » 
a great mistake ; and the Drapier has made that matter 
too clear to admit an answer, by showing us what eveiy 
owner of land must be forced to do with the products of 
it in such a distress. You may read his remarks at large 
in his second and third letter; to which I refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but observe, that for so* 
veral months past there have m<Hre papers been written 
In this town, such as they are, all upon the best public 
principle, the love of our country, than perhaps has been 
known in any other nation in so short a time : I ^ak in 
general, from the Drapier down to the maker of ballads ; 
and all without any r^rd to the common motives of 
wTiters ; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As 
to profit, I am assured by persons of credit, that the best 
ballad upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat to 
Uie author; and the unfortunate adventurer Harding* 
declares he never made the Drapier any present, ex- 
cept one pair of scissars. As to favour, whoever thiidcs 
to make his court by opposing Mr. Wood, is not very 
deep in politics. And as to reputation, certainly no 
man of worth and learning would employ his pen upon 
so transitory a subject, andrin so obscure a comer of the 
world, to distinguish himself as an author. So that I 
look upon myself, the Drapier, and my numerous bre- 
thren, to be all true patriots in our several degrees; 

«* The priDt«* of (he Drapiet^v Z4ttQK. F. 
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AH that tiie public can expect for the fiitufe, is, onlj 
to be iBometimes warned to bewnre of Mr. Woqd^s half- 
pence ; and to be referred for conriction to the Drapier^s 
reasons. For, a man of the most sup^or underrtand- 
iiig, will find it impoaeible to make tlie best lue of it, 
while he writes in constraint ; perpetHally softenings cor- 
vectingf or blotting out expreanoQs, for fear of brio|^ 
his prviter, or hinuelt under a prosccutioo firmn my lord 
duef jusllce Whitshed. It calls to my remembrance 
tbe madoian in Don Quixotte, who, being soundly beaten 
by a weaver for letting a stone (which he al wsgrs carried 
on his shoulder) &U upon a spaniel, apprehended that 
every cur he met was of the same species. 

Fw these reasons I am convinced, that what I have 
BOW written will appear low and inripid ; but, if it oon- 
tributes in the least to preserve that union among us for 
opposing this fatal project of Mr. Wood, my pains will 
not be altogether lost 

I sent these papers to an eminent lawyer* (and yet a 
man of virtue and learning into the bargain) who, after 
many alteratioua, returned them back with assiuring roe 
that they are perfectly innocent ; without the least mix- 
ture of treason, rebellion, sedition, malice^ disaiEection, 
reflection, or wicked insinuation whatsoever. 

If the bellman of each parish, as he goes his dicuit, 
would cry out every night, ^ Past twelve o'clock; Be- 
ware of Wood's halfpence ;" it would probably cut off 
the occasion for pubtUiing any more pamphlets; pro- 
vided that in country towns it were done upon market 

* This " emineBt lawyer** was Mr. Robert Lindny, a polite and 
elegant scholar, at tliat time a celebrated pleader at the bar in Dub- 
lin, and afterward one of the judges of the court of common pleas, 
under which title he is named as executor to Dr. Swift's will. An 
epigram by Mr. Lindsay, with Dr. Swift's answer, first printed in 
** The Dreamer,** are in voL xi. N. 
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days. For my own part, as soon as it shall be deter- 
mined that it is not against law, I will begin the experi- 
ment in the liberty of St. Patrick's; and hope my exam- 
ple m^ be followed in the whole city. But if authority 
shall think fit to foibid all writings or discourses upon 
this subject, except such as are in favour of Mr. Wood, 
I will obey as it becomes me^ only, when I am in dan- 
ger of bursting, I wiU go and whisper among the reeds^ 
not any reflection upon the wisdom of my countrymen; 
but only these few words, BEWARE OF WOOD'S 
HALFPENCE. I am, with due respect, 

Tour most obedient, humble servant, 

J. S. 
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AH 

HUMBIdB ADDRESS 

TO 

.BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT * 

BY M. B. DRAPIER. 



" Multa gemens plagasqoe soperbi 
Victoris — .»' 



I HAT£ been told, tliat petitions and addresses^ to 
either king or parliaincnt,f are the right of every subject ; 
provided thej consist with that respect, which is due to 
princes and great assembJies. Neither do I remember, 
that the modest proposals or opinions of private men 
liave been ill received, when they have not been deli- 
vered in the style of advice ; which is a presumption far 
from my thoughts. However, if proposals slKNild be 
looked upon as too assuming ; yet I hope, every man 
may be suffered to declare his own and the nation's 
wishes. For instance ; I may be allowed to wish, that 

* This addresi is tritlioiit a date; but it appears to have been writ- 
ten during the first session in Lord Carteret*s Kovernment, though it 
did not appear till it was inwrted, with the prccedinc letter, in tlM^ 
Dublin ediUon of 1735. H. 

4 It shouM be—* eKher to* king or parliamcsit, &c. S. 
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some fsttber laws were enacted for the advancement of 
trade, for the improvement of agricalture, now strangely 
neglected, against the maxims of all wise nations : for 
supplying the manifest defects in the acts concemiqg the 
plantation of trees ; for setting the poor to work ; and 
many others. 

Upon* this principle I may venture to affirm, it is the 
hearty wish of the whole nation, very few excepted, that 
the parliament, in this session, would begin by strictly 
examining into the detestable fraud of one William 
Wood, now or late of London, hacdwareman; who ille- 
gally and clandesdnely, as appears by your own votes 
and addresses, procured a patent in England for coining 
halfpence in that kingdom to be current here. This,. I 
say, is the wish of the whole natioil, very few excepted ; 
and upon account of those few, is more strongly and 
justly the wish of the rest : those few consisting cither of 
Wood's confederates, some obscure tradesmen, or certain 
bold UNDERTAKERS, of weak judgment and strong 
ambition, who think to find their accounts in the ruin of 
the nation, by secuiing or advancing tliemselves. And 
because such men proceed upon a system of politics, to 
which I would fain hope you will be always utter stran- 
gei-s, I shall humbly lay it before you. 

Be pleased to suppose me in a station of fifteen hun- 
dred pounds a year, salary and perquisites ; and likewise 
possessed of 800/: a year real estate. Then suppose a 
destructive project to be on foot ; such for instance as 
this of Wood ; which, if it succeed in all the conse- 
quences naturally to be expected from it, must sink the 
rents and wealth of the kingdom one half, although I am 
confident, it would have done so five sixths : Suppose, I 
conceive that the countenancir^, or privately supporting 
this project, will please those by wliom I expect to be 
preserved, or higher exalted : nothing then remains, bnt 

VOL. XII. L 
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to compute and balance my gain and my loesi and sam 
up the whole. I suppose that I shall keep my employ- 
ment ten yearS) not to mention the fair chance of a bet- 
ter. This at 1500^ a year amounts in ten years to 
15,000/. My estate, hj the success of the said project, 
sinks 400Z. a year ; which, at twenty years purchase^ is 
but 80002. so that I am a clear gainer of 7000/. upon the 
balance. And during all that period I am possessed of 
power and credit, can gratify my favourites^ and take 
vengenuce on my enemies. And if the project miscany, 
my private merit is still cntiie. This arithmetic, as hor- 
lible as it appears, I knowingly affirm to have been 
practised and applied, in conjunctures whereon depended 
ft)e ruin or safety of a nation : although probably the 
charity and viKue of a senate will hardly be induced to 
believe, that there can be such monsters among mankind. 
And yet Ihe wise Lord Bacon mentions a sort of people 
(I doubt the race is not yet cstiuct) who would ^ set a 
house on (Ire far the convenience of roasting their own 
eggs at the flame." 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and has 
turned his tlioiigiits to observe the course of public af* 
lairs in this*kingdom from the time of the revolution, 
must acknowledge, that the highest points of interest and 
liberty have been often sacrificed to the avarice and 
ambition of particular persons, upon the very principles 
and arithmetic that I have supposed r the only wonder 
is, how these artists were able to prevail upon numbers, 
and iafkience even public assemblies, to become instru- 
ments for cfiecting their execrable designs. 

It is, I think, in all conscience, latitude enough for 
vice, if a man in station be allowed to act injustice upon 
ihe usual principles of getting a bribe, wreaking his ma- 
lice, serving bis party, or consulting his preferment, while 
his wickedness terminates in the ruin only of particular 
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{persons. But to deliver up our irhole couDtr7, and 
evety liviug soul who inhabits it, to certain destruction, 
has not, as I remember, been permitted by the most fa- 
vourable casuists on the side of corruption. It were far 
better, that all who have had the misfortune to be bora 
in this kingdom, should be rendered incapable of holding 
any employment whatsoever above the degree of a con- 
stable (according to the scheme and intention of a great 
minister^ gone to his own place) than to live under the 
daily apprehension of a few false brethren among our- 
selves. Because, in the former case, we should be 
wholly free from the danger of being betrayed ; since 
none could then have impudence enough to pretend any 
public good. 

It is true, that in this desperate aflfair of tlie new half- 
pence, I have not heard of any man above my own de- 
gree of a shopkeeper, to have been hitherto so bold, as 
ill direct terms to vindicate the fatal project ; although I 
have been told of some very mollifying expressions 
which were used, and very gentle expedients proposed 
and handed about, when it first came under debate : but, 
since the eyes of the people have been so far opened, 
that the most ignorant can plainly see their own ruin in 
the success of Wood's attempt, these grand compounder 
have been more cautious. 

But, that the same spirit still subsists, has manifestly 
appeared (among other instances of great compliance) 
from certain circumstances, that have attended some late 
proceedings in a court of judicature. There is not any 
common place more frequently insisted on by those who 
treat of our tonstitutiou, than the great happlneps and 
excellency of trials by juries; yet, if this blessed part of 
our law be eludiblc at pleasure, by the force iof power, 

* Tlie Eaf I of SmiderlaDd. H. 
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frcmns, and artifice, we shall have little reason to boasi 
of our advantage in this particular, over other stages or 
kingdoms in Europe. And surely these high proceed- 
ings, exercised in a point that so nearly concerned the 
life-blood of the people, their necessary subsistence, their 
very food and raiment, and even the public peace, will 
not allow any favourable appearance; because it was 
obvious, that so much superabundant zeal could have no 
other design, or produce any other effect, than to damp 
that spirit raised in the nation against this accursed 
scheme of William Wood and his abettors; to which 
spirit alone we owe, and for ever must owe, our being 
hitherto preserved, and our hopes of being preserved for 
the future, if it can be kept up, and strongly counte- 
nanced by your wise assemblies. I wish I could ac- 
count for such a demeanour, upon a more charitable 
foundation, than that of putting our interest in over ba- 
lance with the ruin of our country. 

I remember some months ago, when this affair was 
fresh in discourse, a person nearly allied to SOME- 
BODY, or (as the hawkers called him) NOBODY, 
who was thought deeply concerned, went about very 
diligently among his acquaintance, to show the bad con- 
sequences that might follow from any public resentment, 
to the disadvantage of his ally, Mr. Wood; principallj 
alleging the danger of all employments being di^Nwed of 
from England. One of these emissaries came to me, and 
urged the same topic : I answered naturally, ^ that I 
knew there was no office of any kind, which a man from 
England might not have if he thought it worth his ask- 
ing ; and that I looked upon all who had the disadvan- 
tage of bemg bom here, as only in the conditions of 
leasers and glcaneii>." Neither could I forbear men- 
tioniug :he known fable of "the countryman, who en- 
treated his ass to fly, for fear of being taken by the ene- 
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tnj ; but the ass refused to give himself that trouble, and 
upoD a very wise reason ; because he could not poasiUjr 
change his present master for a worse: the enemy could 
not make him fare harder, beat him more cruelly, or load 
him with heavier burdens." 

Upon these, and many other considerations, I may 
affirm it to be the wish of the whole nation, that the 
power and privilejres of juries were declared, ascertain- 
ed, and confirmed by the legislature: and that whoever 
has been manifestly known to violate them, might be 
stigmatised by public censure ; not from any hope that 
such a censure will amend their practices, or hurt their 
interest (for it may probably operate quite contrary in 
both) but that the nation may know tiieir enemies from 
their friends. 

I say not this with any regard or view to myself; for 
I write in great security ; and am resolved that none 
shall merit at my expense, farther than by showing their 
zeal to discover, prosecute, and condemn me, for en" 
deavouring to do my duty in serving my country : and 
yet I am conscious to myself, that I never bad the least 
intention to reflect on his majesty's ministers^ nor on any 
other person, except WilHam Wood, whom I neither did, 
nor do yet, conceive to be of that number. However, 
some would have it, that I went too far; but I suppose 
they will now allow themselves mistaken. I am sure I 
might easily have gone farther, and I think I could not 
easily have fared worse. And therefore I was no far- 
ther aflfected with their proclamation, and subsequent 
proceedingi, than a good cleigyman is, with the sins 
of the people. And as to the poor printer, he is now 
gone to appear before a higher, and before a righteous 
tribunaL 

As my intention is only to lay before your great as- 
semblies the general wishes tif the nation ; and as I have 
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already declared it our principal wish, that your fiiit 
proceediog vould be to examine into the pernicious fraud 
of William Wood ; so I must add, as the universal opi- 
nion, that all schemes of commutation^ composition, and 
the like expedients, either avowed or implied, will be of 
the most pernicious consequences to the public ; against 
the dignity of a free kingdom ; and prove an encourage- 
ment to future adventurers, in the same destructive pri>- 
,jcc(8. For it is a maxim, which no man at present dis- 
putes, that even a connivance to admit oae thousand 
pounds in tlieee halfpence, will produce, in time, the 
same ruinous effects, as if we openly consented to ad- 
mit a million* It were therefore infinitely more safe and 
eligible to leave things in tlie doubtful, melancholy state 
they are at present (which however God forbid) and 
trust entirely to tlte general aversion of our people 
against tliis coin, usuig all honest endeavours to preserve, 
continue, and increase that aversion, than submit to 
apply those palliatives, which weak, perfidious, or ab- 
ject politicians, are, upon all occasions, and ui all diseases, 
so ready to administer. 

In the small compass of my reading (which however 
has been more extensive than is usual to men of my in- 
ferior calling) I have observed that grievances have al- 
ways preceded supplies; and if ever grievances bad a 
title to such a pre-eminence, it must be this of Wood ; 
because it is not only the greatest grievance that any 
country could suffer, but a grievance of such a kind, 
that if it should take effect, would make it impossible 
for us to give any supplies at all, except in adulterate 
copper ; unless a tax were laid for paying the civil and 
military lists, and the large pensions with real commo- 
dities instead of money; which however might be liable 
to some few objections as well as difficulties : for, al- 
though the common soldiers might be content with beef 
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anil muttoD, and wool, and malt, aod kather; yet I am 
in tome doubt as to the generals, the colonels^ the nume* 
rous pensioners, the dvil officers, and otbersi who all 
ti^e in England upon Irish paj, as well aanhose few 
who reside among us only because they cannot help it. 

There is one particular, whicli aldiough I have men- 
tioned more than once in some of my former papers, yet 
I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little enlarge upon it; 
because I do not remember to have read or heard of the 
like in the history of any age or country ; neither do I 
ever reflect upon it without the utmost astoDishment. 

After the unanimous addresses to his sacred majesty 
against the patent of Wood, from both bouses of parlia- 
ment, which are the three estates of the langdciu; and 
likewise an address from the privy eouncil, to wbom> 
under the chief governors, the whole administration is 
intrusted ; the matter is referred to a comBdttee of coun^ 
cil in London. Wood, and his adherents are heard ou 
one side ; and a few volunteers, without any trust or 
direction from hence, oo the other. The question (as I 
remember) chiefly turned upon the want of halfpence in 
Ireland : witnesses are called oo tlie behalf of Wood^ of 
what credit I have formerly siiown; upon the issuer the 
patent is found good and legal i all his majesty's officer! 
here (not excepting the military) commanded to be aid- 
ing and assisting to make it effectual ; the addresses of 
both houses of parliament, of the privy council, and of 
the city of Dublin, the declarations of most counties and 
corporations through the kingdom, are altogether laid 
ttide, as of no weight, consequeiKe, or consideration 
whatsoever; and the wliole kingdom of Ireland non- 
suited in default of af^arance; as if it were a private 
cause between John Doe, plaintiff, and William Roe, 
defendant. 
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With great respect to thote honourable perBona, tbe 
coOBinittee of couocil in London, I have not understood 
them to be our govemora, connaellora, or judges. Nei- 
ther did our case turn at all upon tbe question, whether 
Ireland wanted Imlfpence. For there is no doubt, but 
we do want both halfpence, gold, and silver: and we 
have numberless other wants, and some that we are not 
ao much as allowed to name, although they are peculiar 
to this nation; to which no other is subject, whom God 
has blessed with religion and laws, or any degree of siA 
and sunshine : but for what demerits oo our side I am 
altogether in the dark*. 

But I do not remember that our want of halfpence 
was either affirmed, o^ denied, in any of our addressci 
or declarations against those of Wood. We alleged the 
fraudulent obtaining and executing of his patent ; the 
baseness of his metal; and the prodigious sum to be 
coined, which might be increased by stealth, from ib- 
reign importation, and hb own counterfeits^ as well a 
those at home ; whereby we must infallibly lose all our 
little gold and silver, and all our poor remainder of a 
veiy limited and discouraged trade. We urged, that the 
patent was passed without the least reference hither; 
and without mention of any security given by'Wood to 
receive his own halfpence upon demand ; both which are 
contrary to all former proceedings in the like cases. 
These and many other arguments we otifered; but still 
the patent went on, and at this day our ruin would 
have been half completed, if God in his mercy had not 
raised a universal detestation of these hal^ience In the 
whole kingdom, with a firm resolution never to receive 
them, since we are not under obligations to do so^ by 
any law, either human or divine. 

But in the name of God, and of all jusUce and piety, 
when the king's majesty was pleased that this patent 
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should pass, ia it not to be UDderetood, that he cooceived, 
believed, and intended it as a gradoiu act, for the good 
and benefit of his 8iibject8» for the advantage of a great 
and fruitful kingdom; of the most loyal kingdom upon 
earth, where no hand or voice was ever lifted up aj^ainst 
him ; a kingdom, where the passage is not of three hours 
from Britain, and a kingdom where papists huve leie 
power and less land than in England ? can it be denied, 
or doubted, that his majesty's ministen understood and 
proposed the same end, the good of this nation, when 
they advised the passiog of this patent? can the person 
of Wood be otherwise regarded, than as the instrument, 
the mechanic, the head workman, to prepare his furnace, 
his fuel, his metal, and his stamps ? if I employ a shoe* 
boy, is it in view to his advantage, or to my own ooove- 
nience ? I mention the person of William Wood alone ; 
because no other appears^ and we are not to reason upon 
surmises; neither would it avail, if they had a real 
foundation. 

Allowing therefore (fw we cannot do less) that this 
patent f(Hr the coining <tf halfpence was wholly intended 
by a gracious king, and a wise public-spirited ministrj, 
for the advantage of Ireland ; yet when the whole king- 
dom to a man, for whose good the patent wat. designed, 
do, upon maturest coosideratioo, universally join in 
openly declaring, protesting, addressing, petitioning 
against these halfpence, as the most ruinous project that 
ever was set on foot, to complete the slavery and de- 
struction A)f a poor iooocent country : b it, was it, can 
it, or wiil it ever be a questiou, not, wliether such a 
kingdom, or William Wood, should be a gainer; but 
whether such a kingdom should be wholly undone, de- 
stroyed, sunk, depopulated, made a scene of misery and 
desolation, for the sai^e of William Wood ? God of his 

iuAuite mercy aven this Jrcadfui juUgment ! and it js 

L 2 
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our unWenal wish, that God would pot it into your 
hearts, to be his iostnunents for bo good a work. 

For my own part, who am hot one man, of obscure 
condition, I do solemnly declare, in the presence of Al- 
BUghty God, that I will suiTer the most ignominious and 
torturing death, rather than submit to receive this ac- 
cursed coin, or any other that shall be liable to these 
objections, until they shall be forced upon meby b. law 
of my own country ; and, if that shall ever happen, I 
will transport myself into some foreign land, and eat the 
bread of poverty among a free pec^le. 

Am I legally punishable for these expresdons ? shal} 
another proclamation issue against me, because I pre- 
sume to take my country'a part against William Wood, 
y/fhere her final destruction is intended ? But whenever 
yon shall please to impose silence upon me, I will sub- 
mit ; because I kx^ upon your unsinimous voice to be 
the voice of the nation ; and this I have been taught, 
and do believe, to be in some manner the voke of 
God. 

The great ignominy of a whole^ kingdom lying so 
long at mercy under so vile an adversary, is such a de- 
plorable aggravation, that the utmost ezpressionB of 
shanie and rage are too low to set it forth : and therefore 
I shall leave it to recdve such a resentment, as is worthy 
of a parliament. 

It is likewise our universal wish, that his majesty 
should grant liberty to coin halfpence in this kingdom 
for Our own use, under such restriction as a parliament 
here shall advise : since the power of coining even gold 
and silver, s possessed by every petty prince abroad ; 
t(ud was always practised by Scotland to the very time 
the union : yet surely Scotland, as to soil, climate. 
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Md extent, k uot in itself a fourth part of the Ttlae of 
Ireland, for Bishop Burnet bbjb, ** it is not above the 
fortieth part in value to the rest of Britain ;" and vidi- 
lespect to the profit that Englaad gains firom hence, not 
the forty thousandth part Akhough I must eonfeis, 
that a mote izr the eje, or a thorn in the side, is more 
dangerous and painful, than a beam or a spike at a 
distance. 

The histories of England^ and of most other countries, 
abound in^ relating the miseRible, and sometimes the 
most tragical effects from the abuses of coin bj debasing 
the metal, by lessening or enhancing the value upoif 
occasions, te the public lossf of which we have an ex- 
ample witliin our own memory in England, and another 
very lately in France. It is the tenderest point of 
government, affecting every individual in the Inghes^ 
degree. When the value of money is arbitrary or nn^ 
settled, no man can well be said to have any property 
at all ; nor is any wound so suddenly feR, so hardly 
cured, or that leaves such deep and lasting scars be^ 
hind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy island to have a title tn 
some indulgence from England ; not only upon the scoi^ 
of Christianity, natural eqjuity, and the general rights of 
mankind, but chiefly on account of that immense profit 
they receive from us; without which$ that kingdom 
would make a very different figure in Europe^ fepra iriiat 
it does at present. 

The rents of land in Ireland, since Uiey have been of 
late so enormously faised and screwed up, may be com- 
puted to about two millions ; whereof one tUrd part at 
least is directly transmitted to those who are perpetual 
absentees in England ; as I find by acomputatku aads 
with the asstooce of several ddlful gentlemen. 
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The other artklea^ by vhkh we are altogether loiers 
aod Englaad a gainer, we found to amount to almoat as 
much more. 

I will only set down as many heads of them aa I can 
remember., and leave them to the condderatioa of those 
who understand accounts better than I pretend to do. 

The occasional absentees) for business^ health, or di- 
yersion. 

Three fourths of the revenue of the chief governor, 
during bb absence; which is usually four fifths of his 
gova-nment . 

Th^ whole revenue of the post office. 

The numerous pensions paid to persons io England. 

The pay of the chief officers of the army absent in 
England, which is a great sum; 

Four commissioners of the revenue^ always abaenL 

Civil employments very munerous, and of great in- 
come. 

The vast chaige of appeals to the house of lords, and 
to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two univeiaitics. 

Eighty thousand pounds sent yeariy to England for 
coals : whereof the prime cost is nothing, and theiefoie 
the profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thousand pounds paid several yean past 
for com sent over hither from Ei^gland; the eftct of our 
own great wisdom in discouraging agriculture. 

The kind liberty granted us oi wearing Indian stulB^ 
and calicoes^ to gratify the vani^ and folly of cor wo- 
men; which, bende the profit to Kqgianri, is an iDoon- 
ceivable loss to us, forcing the weavers to beg in our 
streets, or transport themselves to;twe|gn countries. 

The prodigious loss to u% and gain to England ||f 
selling them all our wool at thek «wn rates; whereof 
the manutet^ture exceeds aboye ten times the prilne 
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eost : a proceeding without example in the cfarirtian or 
heathen world 

Our own wool returned upon ub iu English manuftc- 
tores, to our infinite ahame and damage, and the great 
advantage of England. 

The lull profit of all mines aocniing to England ; an 
effect of great negligence and stupidity. 

An affectation among us of liking all kind of goods 
made in England. 

These and manj other articles, which I cannot recol- 
lect at present, are agreed by judicious men to amount to 
near seven hundred thousand pounds per earn, clear profit 
to England.* And upon the whole, let- any man look 
into those authors who write upon the subject of com- 
merce, he shall find, that there is not one single article in 
the essentials or circumstances of trade, whereby a coun- 
try can be a loser, which we do not possess in the high- 
est perfection ; somewhat in every particular, that bears 
a kind of analogy to William Wood; and now the 
branches are ail cut ofl^ he stands ready with his axe at 
the root. 

Upon this subject of perpetual absentees I have q)ent 
some time in very insignificant reflections; and consi- 
dering the usual motives of human actions^ which are 
pleasure, profit, and ambition, t cannot yet comprehend 
liow those persons find their accoimt in any of the three. 
I speak not ai those Ei^^lish peers or gentlemen, who, 
beside their estates at home, have possessions here, for in 
that case the matter is desperate ; but I mean those lords 
and wealthy kn^t% or squires, whose birth, and partly 



f Blany of the aliove srtides haTe bew since pnrticiilarly com- 
pDted,' in *« A Lht oC the AbMDtees of Irelaud, and the yearlj 
Value of tiieir £Mates and Incoowi ipcDt abroad. ByThoaM 
Prior, |^.»» P. ,. ^ 
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their education, and all their finrtune (except some trifle, 
and that in a very few instances) are in this kingdom. I 
knew many of them well enough during sereral years, 
when I resided in England; and truly 1 could not dis- 
cover that the figure they made, was by any means a 
subject for envy $ at least it gave me two veiy different 
passions. For, excepting the advantage of going now 
and then to an opera, or sometimes appearing behind a 
crowd at court, or adding to the ring of coadies at Hyde 
Park, or losing their money at the chocolate house, or 
getting news, votes, and minutes about five days before 
us in Dublin ; I say, beside these, and a few other privi^ 
leges of less importance, their temptations to live in Lod> 
don were beyond my knowledge or conception. And I 
used to wonder, how a man of birth and spirit, could en* 
dure to be wholly insignificant and otiscure in a foreign 
country, when he might live with lustre in his own ; and 
even at less than half that expense, which he strains him- 
self to make without obtaining any one end, except that 
which happened to the frog, when he would needs con^ 
tend for size with the ox. I have been told by seholan, 
tliat Cscsar said ^ he would ratlier be the first man in I 
know not what village, than the second in Rome." Thifr 
perhaps was a thought only fit for Ca&sar : but to be pre- 
ceded by thousands, and neglected by millions; to be 
wholly without power, figure, influence, honour, credit^ 
or distinction, is not in my poor opinion a very amiable 
situation of life, to a person of title or wealth, who can 
so cheaply and easily shine in his native country. 

But, beside the depopulating of the kingdom, leaving 
so many parts of it ivild and uncultivated, the ruin of so 
many country seats and plantations, the cutting down of 
all the woods to supply expenses in England ; the ab- 
sence of so many noble and wealthy persons, has beeu 
the cause of anotlier fatal consequence, which few p^ 
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haps have been awaie of. For, if that very eonridere- 
Me number of lorda, who poBBesB the amplest fortimes 
here, bad been content to live at home, and attend the 
idKiirB of their own country \n |>arl{ament ; the ireight^ 
reputation, and dignity thereby added to that noble 
hciuie, would, in all human probability, have prevented 
certain proeeedioj^ which are oow ever to be lamented, 
because they never can be remedied : and we might 
have then decided our own properties among ourselves^ 
without being forced to travel five hundred miles by sea 
and land to another kingdom for justice, to our infinite 
expense, vexation, and trouble; which is a mark of ser^ 
vitude without example from tlie practice of any age or 
nation in (he world. 

I have sometiDies wondered, upon what motives the 
peerage of £ngland were so desirous to determine out 
controversies ; because I have been assured, and partly 
know, that the frequent appeals from hence have beeik 
very irksome to that illustrious body : and whoever has 
frequented the painted chamber and courts of requests, 
must have observed, that thi^ are never so nobly filled, 
as when an Irish appeal is under debate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, were 
content to reside in their castles and houses in that bleak 
and barren climate; and although some of them made 
frequent joumies to London, yet I do not remember any 
of their greatest families, till very lately, to have made 
England tlieir constant habitation before the union : or, 
if they did, I am sure it was generally to tlieir own ad- 
rantage; and whatever they got, was employed 1o cul- 
tivate and increase their own estates ; and by that means 
enrich themselves and tlieir country. 

As to the great number of rich dbsetitees under the de- 
gree of peers ; what particular ill effects their absence 
.may have upon this kingdom, beside those already m^ 
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tioDed, may perhaps be too tender a poiot for me to 
touch. But whether those who live in another kingdom 
upon great estates here, and have lost all regard to their 
own country, farther than upon account of the revenues 
they receive from it; I say, whether such persons may 
not be prevailed on to recommend others to vacant seati^ 
who have no interest here except a precarious employ- 
ment, and consequently can have no views, but to pre- 
serve what they have got, or to be higher advanced : this, 
I am sure, is a very melancholy question, if it be a ques- 
tion at all. 

But, beside the prodigious profit which England re- 
ceives, by the transmittal thither of two thirds of the re- 
venues of this whole kingdom, it has another mighty ad- 
vantage, by making our country a receptacle, wherein to 
disburden themselves of their supernumerary pretenders 
to offices; persons of second rate merit in their own 
countiy, who, like birds of passage, most of them thrive 
and fatten here, and fly off when their credit and em- 
ployments are at an end. So that Ireland may justly 
say, what Luther said of himself, POOR Ireland makes 
many rich. 

If amid all our difficulties I should venture to assert, 
that we have one great advantage, provided we could 
improve it as we ought, I believe most of my readors 
would be loiig in conjecturing what possible advantage 
could ever fall to our share. However, it is certain, 
that all the regular seeds of party and faction among us 
are entirely rooted out ; and if any new ones shall spring 
up, they muBi be of equivocal generation, without any 
seed at all : aud will justly be imputed to a degree of 
stupidity, beyond even what we have been ever 
charged with upon the score of our birth place and 
climaie. 
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The parties in this kingdom (including those of modepi 
date) are, first, of tliose who have been diarged or wfUr 
jpected to favour the pretender ; and those vrho were 
zealous opposers of him. Secondly, of those who were 
for and against a toleration of dissenters by law. Third- 
ly, of high and low church ; or (to speak in the cant of 
the times) of whig and tory. And fourthly, of court and 
country. If there be any more, they are beyond my ob* 
serration or politics : for, as to subaltern or occasional 
parties, they have been all derivations from the same ori- 
ginals. 

I^ow it is manifest, that all these incitements to fac- 
tion, party, and ^vision, are wholly removed firom 
among uf. For, as to the pretender, his cause is both 
desperate and obsolete : there are veiy few now alive, 
who were men in his father's time, and in that prince's 
interest; and in all others, the obligations of conscience 
has no place :* even the papists in general, of any sub- 
stance or estates, and their priests almost universally, are 
what we call whigs, in the sense which by that word is 
generally understood. They fed the smart, and see the 
scars of their former wounds; and very well know, that 
they must be made a sacrifice to the least attempts t<^ 
ward a change ; although it cannot be doubted that they 
would be glad to have their superstition restored, under 
any prince whatsoever. 

Secondly, the dissenters are now tolerated by law; 
neither do we observe any murmurs at present from that 
quarter, except those reasonable complaints they make 
of persecution, because they are excluded from dvil em- 
ployments; but their number being very small in either 
house of parliament, they we not yet in a situation to 
erect a party: because, however indifferent men may 

The obUgatiooi ariiing from their having iwornalliigpanee. Hi 
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But notwithstanding all that has been objected by 
Winiam Wood himself, together with his favourers, abeli 
tors, supporters, either public or private ; by those who 
connive at this project, or discountenance his opposers^ 
for fear of lessening their favour, or hazarding their em* 
ployments ; bj those who endeavour to damp the spirit 
of the people, raised against tliis coin, or check the 
honest zeal of such, as by their writings or discourses do 
all they can to keep it up ; by those softeners, sweeten- 
ers, compounders, and expedientmon^ers, ; who shake 
their heads so strongly that we can hear their pockets 
jingle ; I did never imagine, that in detecting the prac- 
tices of such enemies to the kingdom, I was fljing in the 
king's face ; or thought they were better representers of 
his majesty, than that very coin, for which they are se- 
cret or open advocates. 

If I were sallowed to recite only those wishes of the na- 
tion, which may be in our power to attain, I think they 
might be summed up in these few following. 

First, that an end might be put to our apprehensions of 
Wood's halfpence, and to any danger of the like destruc- 
tive scheme for the future. 

Secondly, that halfpence might be coined in this king- 
dom by a public mint, with due limitations. 

Thirdly, that the sense of both houses of parliament, 
at least of the house of conmions, were declared by some 
unanimous and hearty votes, against wearing any silk or 
Woollen manufacturcs imported from abroad ; as likewise 
against wearing Indian silks or calicoes, which are for- 
bidden under the highest penalties in England : and it 
behoves us to take example from so ivise a nation; be- 
cause we are under a greater necessity to do so, since we 
are not allowed to export any woollen manufactures of 
our own ; which is tlie principal branch of foreign trade 
in England. 
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ests of those, who are the grealesi ^nen by oontintiiiig 
tlie same measures. And general calamities without 
hope of redress, are allowed to be the great uniters of 
roanklDd. 

However we may dislike the causes, yet this effect of 
begetting a universal concord among us, in all national 
debates, as well as in cities, corporations, and coontry 
neighbourhoods, may keep us at least alive, and in c 
condition to eat the little bread allowed ua, in peace 
and amity. I have heard of a quarrel in a tavenot 
where all were at daggers drawing, till one of the com- 
pany cried out, desiring to know the subject of the quar> 
rel ; which when none of them could tell, they put up 
their swords, sat down, and passed the rest of the evening 
in quiet The former part has been our case, I hope 
the latter will be so too; that we shall sit down amica- 
bly together, at least until we have something that may 
give us a title to fall out, since natui-e has instructed 
even a brood of goslings to stick together, while the kite 
is hovering over their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm union in any country, where 
every man wishes the same thing with relation to the 
public, may, in several pdnts of the greatest importance^ 
in some measure supply the defect of power, and even 
of those rights, whidi are the natural and undoubted in- 
heritance of mankind. If the universal wish of the na- 
tion upon any point were declared, by the unanimous 
vote of the house of commons, and a reasonable number 
of lordS) I should think myself obliged in conscience to 
act in my sphere accoidbg to that vote ; because in all 
free nations, I take the proper definition of law, to be 
the will of the majority of those who have the property 

in land ; which, if there be a monarchy, is to be confirmed 
by the royal assent And although such votes or decla- 

ratioos, have HOC received sndi a confirmation for certain 
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accidental reasons; yet I think they ought to be oi 
much wei<;ht with the subject, provided they neither op- 
pose the king's prerogative, endanger the peace of the 
nation, nor infringe any law already in force; none of 
which however can reasonably be supposed. Thiu for 
instance, if nine in ten of the house of commons, and a 
reasonable niiroher of native temporal peers, should de- 
clare, that whoever received or uttered brass coin, ex- 
cept under certain limitations and securities, should be 
deemed as enemies to the king and the nation ; I sliould 
think it a heinous sin in myself to act contrary to sudi 
a vote : and if the same power, should declare the same 
censure, against those who wore Indian stulTs and call- 
Goes, or woollen manufactures imported from abroad, 
whereby this nation is reduced to the lowest ebb of mi- 
sery, I should readily, heartily, and cheerfully pay obe- 
dience ; and to my utmost power persuade others to do 
the like : because there is no law of this land obliging 
us either to receive such coin, or to wear such foreign 
manufactures. 

Upon this last article I could humbly wish, that the 
reverend the clergy would set us an example, by con- 
tenting themselves with wearing gowns and oiher habili* 
ments of Irish drapery ; which, as it would be some in- 
citement to the laity, and set many hands to work, so 
they would find their advantage in the cheapness, which 
is a circumstance not to be neglected by too many 
among that venerable body. And In order to thb I 
could heartily desire that the most ingenious artists of 
the weaving trade, could contrive some decent stufis and 
silk for cleigymen at reasonable rates. 

I have pressed several of our most substanUal bre* 
thren, that the whole corporation of weavers in silk and 
woollen, would publish some proposals (I wish they 
would do it to both houses of parliament) inviting per- 
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SODS of all degrees, and of both sexes, to wear the wool- 
len and silk manufacrures of our own country ; entering 
into solemn, mutual engagements, that the buyer shall 
have good, substantial, merchantable ware for his mo- 
ney, and at a certain rate, without the trouble of cheap- 
ening : so that if I sent a child for a piece of stuff of a 
pai'ticular colour and fineness, I should be sure not to 
be deceived ; or, if I had reason to complain, the cor- 
poration should give me immediate satisfaction ; and the 
name of the tradesman, who did me the wrong, should 
be published, and warning given not to deal with him 
for tlie future ; unless the matter plainly appeared to be 
a mistake;* for, beside the trouble of going from shop to 
shop, an ignorant customer runs the hazard of being 
cheated in the price and goodness of what he buys^ be- 
ing forced to an unequal combat with a dextrous and 
dishonest man in his own calling. Thus our goods fall 
under a general disreputation ; and the gentry call for 
English cloth, or silk, from an opinion they have (and 
often too justly by our own faults) that the goodnew 
more than makes up for the difference of price. 

Besides, it has been the sottish and ruinous practice 
of us tradesmen, upon any great demand of goods, either 
at home or from abroad, to raise the prices immediately, 
and manufacture the said goods more slightly and frau- 
dulently tlian before. 

Of this foul and foolish proceeding, too many instan- 
ces might be produced ; and I cannot forbear mention- 
ing one, whereby this poor kingdom has received such a 
fatal blow, in the only article of trade allowed us of any 
importance, that notliing but the success of Wood's pro> 
ject could outdo it During the late plague in France^ 
the Spaniards, who buy their linen cloths in that king- 
dom, not daring to venture thither for fear of infection, 
a very great demand was made here for that commodity, 
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and exported to Spain : but, whether by the igDanoce 
of the merchants, or dishonesty of the northero weaven, 
or the collusion of both, the ware was so bad, and tlie 
price so excessive, that except some small quantity 
which was sold below the prime cost, the greatest part 
was returned : and I have been told by very intelligeot 
persons, that if we had been fair dealei's, the whole cur- 
rent of the linen trade to Spain, would have taken its 
course from hence. 

If any punishments were to be inflicted on numbers 
of men, surely there could none be thought too great 
for such a race of traitors, and enemies to God and their 
country ; who for the prospect of a little present gain, 
do not only ruin themselves (for that alone would be 
an example to the rest, and a blessing to the nation) but 
sell their souls to hell, and their country to destruction* 
And if the plague could have been confined only to those 
who were partakers in the guilt, had it travelled hither 
from Marseilles, Uiose wretches would have died with 
less title to pity, than a highwayman going to tlie gal- 
lows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that for some time 
past, all endeavours or proposals from private persons 
to advance the public service, however honestly and in- 
uoccutly designed, have been called flying in the 
king's face; and tills to my knowledge has been the 
style of some persons, whose ancestors, (I mean those 
amon^ them who bad any) and themselves, have been 
flying in princes faces these four-score years : and fixmi 
their own inclinations would do so still, if chcur interest 
did not lead them rather to fly in the face of a kingdom, 
which has given them wings to enable tlicm for Fuch a 
flight 

Tiius, about four years ago, when a c.ro-.ur'j ras 
]>iiblishcd cndcavourini: to pci-suade our peopic to wear 
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their owu woolleD manufactures, fuU of the mofit dutiful 
expressions to the king, and urithout the least party hint, 
it was termed " flying in the king's face;" the printer 
vas prosecuted in the manner we all remember, and I 
hope it will somewhere be remembered farther, the jury 
kept eleven hours, and sent back nine times, till they 
were under the necessity of leaving the prisoner te the 
mercj of the court, by a special verdict; the judge <m 
the bench invoking God for his witness, when he assert- 
ed " that the author's design was to bring in the preten- 
der." 

And thus also my own poor endeavours, to prevent 
the ruin of my country, by the admission of Wood's coin, 
were called by tlie same persons '' flying in the king's 
face 4" which I directly deny : for I cannot allow that 
vile representation of the i-oyal countenance, in William 
Wood's adulterate copper, to be his sacred majesty's 
face ; or, if it were, my flying was not against the im- 
pression, but the baseness of the metal ; because I well 
remembered, that the image which Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded to be set up for all men to fall down and 
worship it, was not of copper, but pure oold. And I 
am heartily sorry we have so few royal images of that 
metal among us; the sight whereof, although it could 
hardly increase our veneration for his majesty, which is 
already so great, yet would very much enliven it with 
tlie mixture of comfort and satisfaction. 

Alexander the Great would siifier no statuary except 
Phidias, to carve his image in stone or metal. How 
must he have treated such p.u operator as Wood, who 
goes about with sackfulls of dross, odiously misrepresent- 
ing his prince's countenance ; and would force them by 
thousands upon eveiy one of us at above six times the 
value ! 
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TourMjj that some effectual methods may be takei^ 
(tr civilize the poorer sort of our natives, in all those parts 
of this kingdom where the Irish abound, by introducing 
among them our language and customs;* for want of 
which, they live in the utmost ignorance, barbarity, and 
poverty, giving themselves wholly up to idleness, nasti^ 
ness, and thievery, to the very great and just reproacb 
of too many landlords. And, if I had in me the least 
spirit of a projector, I would engage, that this might be 
effected in a few years at a very inconsiderable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement should be given to 
agriculture ; and a stop put to that pernicious practice 
of graziers engrossing vast quantities of land, sometimes 
at great distance ; whereby the country is extremely de- 
populated. 

Sixthly, that the defects in those acts for planting 
forest trees, might be fully supplied, since they have 
hitherto been wholly ineffectual, except about the de- 
mesnes of a few gentlemen ; and even there, in general^ 
very unskilfully made, and thriving accordingly. jN"either 
lias there yet been due care taken to preserve what is 
planted, or to enclose grounds ; not one hedge in a hun- 
dred coming to maturity, for waul of skill and industry. 
The neglect of copsing woods cut down, has likewise 
been of very ill consequence. And if men were restrain- 
ed from that unlimited liberty of cutting down their owa 
w oods, before the proper time, as they are in some other i 
countries, it would be a mighty benefit to the kingdom. 



* Since this hint was suggested, several useful seminaries bavcbeeH 
instituted, under the name o. " Charter Working Schools," in Ire- 
land, supported by the royal beoef^ctioo or a thou^jand pounds a year, 
by a tax on hawkers and pedlers, and by voluntary subscriptions. 
These schools are for the edication of boys and girls boru of poi;i!ih 
parents; in most of them, the children mjr.ufactnre their own cloth- 
-log, and the boys arc employed iu matters relative to husbandry. P« 

tntMLi xir. M 
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l?or, I believe, there is not another example in Europe, 
of such a prodigious quantity of excellent timber cut 
down in so short a time, with so little advantage to the 
country, either in shipping or building, 

I may add that absurd practice of 4;uttiog turf without 
any regularity ; whereby great quantities of restorable 
taud are made utterly desperate, many thousands of cat- 
tle de6ti*oyed, the turf more diiEcult to come at and ear- 
ly home, and less fit for burning; the air made un* 
wholesome by stagnating pools and marshes ; and tlie 
very sight of such places offeofdve to those who ride by. 
Neither should that odious custom be allowed of cutting 
scraws (as they call them) which is flaying off the green 
surface of the ground, to cover their cabins, or make up 
their ditches ; sometimes in shallow soils, where all is 
gravel within a few inches ; and sometimes in low ground, 
within a thin greensward, and sloughy underneath; 
which last turns all into bog by this mismanagement. 
And I have heard from very skilful countrymen, that by 
these two practices in turf and scraws, the kingdom loses 
some hundreds of acres of profitable land every year ; 
beside the irreparable loss of many skirts of bogs, which 
have a green coat of grass, and yet are mangled for turf; 
and beside the want of canals by regular cutting, which 
would not only be a great convenience for bringing their 
turf home at an easy rate, but likewise render even the 
larger bogs more dry and safe for summer pasture. 

These, and some other speculations of the like kind, I 
had intended to publish in a particular discourse against 
this session of parliament : because, in some periods of 
my lir<f^ I ^^^^ opportunity and curiosity to observe, from 
what causes those great errors in every branch of coun- 
try management have arisen; of which I have now yen- 
lured to relate but few out of very many; whereof some 
perhaps would not be meotioued without giviqg o^nce» 
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ivbich f haye endeavoured by all poesible means to 
avoid. And for the same reasoif, I chose to add liere, 
tlie little I thought proper to saj on this subject. 

But, as to the lands of those who are perpetual absen- 
tees, I do not see anj probability of their being ever im- 
proved. In former times their tenants sat at easy rents ; 
but for some years past, they have been, generally speak- 
ing, more terribly racked by the dexteiity of merciless 
agents from England, than even those who held under 
the severest landlords here. I was assured upon the 
place, by a great number of'credible people, that a pro- 
digious estate in the county of Cork being let upon leases 
for lives and great fines paid, the rent was so high, that 
the tenants begged leave to surrender theu: leases, and 
were content to lose their fines. 

The cultivating and improving of land, is certainly a 
subject worthy of the highest inquiry in any country, 
but especially in ours ; where we are so strangely limit- 
ed in every branch of trade that can be of advantage to 
us, and utterly deprived of those, which are of the 
greatest importance ; whereof I defy the most learned 
man in Europe, to produce me an example from any 
other kingdom in the world ; for, we are denied the be- 
nefit which God and nature intended to us ; as manifest- 
ly appears by our happy situation for commerce, and the 
great number of our excellent ports. So that I think 
little is left us, beside the cultivating of our own soil, 
encouraging agriculture, and making great plantations of 
trees, that we might not be under the necessity of send- 
ing for com and bark from England, and timber from 
other countries. This would increase the number of our 
inhabitants, and help to consume our natural products, 
as well as manufactures at home. And I shall never 
forget what I once ventured to say to a great mau la 
England, ^ that few politicians, with all their scheme^ 
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are half so nseful members of a commoawealth, as au 
honest farmer ; irho, by skilfully draiiUDg, fencing, ma- 
nuring, and planting, has increased the intrinsic value 
of a piece of land ; and thereby done a perpetual ser- 
vice to his country ;^' -which it is a great controversy 
-whether any of the former ever did since the creation of 
the world ; but no controversy at all that ninety-ijJne io 
a hundred have done abundance of mischief. 
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FULL AND TKUE ACCOUNT 

OF 

THE SOLEMN PROCESSION 

TO 

THE GALLOWS, 

AT THE EXECUTION OF WILLIAH WOOD, VBaUIE^ 
AMD HARDWARskAN, 1724. 



Some time ago, upon a report spread that William 
Wood, bardwaremau, was coocealed in his brother-in- 
law^s* house here in Dublin, a* great number of people 
of different conditions, and of both sexes, crowded 
about the door, determinately bent to take revenge upon 
him as a coiner and a counterfeiter. Among tiie rest, a 
certain curious person standing in a comer observed, 
that they all discovered their resentments in the proper 
terms and expressions of their several trades and call- 
iugs ; whereof he wrote down as many as he couid re- 
member; and was pleased to communicate them to me, 
with leave to publish them, for the use of those who at 
any time hereafter may be at » toss for proper words, 

* One MolTneoz, ao ironmonger. F. 
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therein to expreas their good dkporitions toward the. 
said William Wood. 

The people cried out to have him delivered into their 
hands. 

Says the parliaroeut man, expel him from the hou^ 

2d parliament man. I second that motion. 

€k>ok. I'll haste him. 

2d Cook. I'll give him his belfyful. 

3d Cook. I'll give him a lick iu the du^^ 

4th Cook. I'll souse him. 

Drunken roan. Ill beat him as long as I can siani^ 

Bookseller. I'll turn over a new Ut^ vith him. 

Saddler. I'll panrnd him. 

Glaz er. I'll make the Zi^A^ shine through hiiQw 

Grocer. I'll pepper him. 

Groom. I'll curry him. 

'Pothecarj. I'll pound him. 

2d 'Pothecarj. Ill beat him to mummg^ 

Schoolmaster. Ill make him an exampUig 

Rabbit catcher. I'll ferret him. 

Paviour. I'll thump him. 

Coiner. I'll give him a rap. 

WHIG. Down with him. 

TORY. Vp with him. 

Miller. I'll dash out his grinders^ 

2d Miller. Dam him. 

Boatman. Sink him. 

Scavenger. Throw him in the kmmtL 

Dyer. I'll beat him black and htu€* 

Bagnio man. I'l) make the house too MfarUnu 

Whore. Fox rot him. 

2d Whore. Let me alom with Moj. 

^d Whore. C^ him up. 
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MuBtard-maker. I'll take him by the nose. 
Curate. I'll make the devil come out ^ hmL 
Popish priest. I'll send hkn to the devil. 
Dancing master. I'll teaok him heUer uunmers. 
2d Daucing master. I'll make him cut a caper three 
story high. 

Farmer. I'll thrash him. 
Tajlor. I'll sit oo his skirts. 
2d Taylor. Heil is too good for him. 
3d Taylor. Vll pink h'M dottbet. 

4th Taylor. I'll make his a make buttms. 

Baaketmaker. I'll ^onaperhim. 

Fiddler. I'll hrve him by the ears. 

2d Fiddler. I'll baug him lo some tm»e. 

Barber. I'll have him by t|ie beardi 

2d Barber. I'll puli bis whiskers. 

3d Barber. I'll make his hair stand an end., 

4th Barber. I'll comb his hdcs. 

Tinker. I'll try what metal he's made oC 

Cobbler. Ill make an end of him. 

Tobacconist I'll make hinh set u[k hia p^MV. 

2d Tobacconist I'll make him smoke. 

Goldfinder. I'll make him stink. 

Hackney coachman. I'll make him know his drher. 

2d Hackney coachman. I'll drive him to the devHL 

Butcher. I'll have a Umb of him. 

2d Butcher. Let us blow him up* 

3d Butcher. My bdfe in him. 

Kurse. I'll SMiddle him. 

Anabaptist We'll dip the rogue in the pond. 

Ostler. I'll rub him down. 

Shoemaker. Set him in the stocks. 

Banker. I'll kick him to ha^ eromns. 

2d Banker. I'll jm^ him o£ 
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Bowler. 111 have a rubber with him. 
Gamester. I'll make his banes rattle, 
Bodilicemaker. I'll lace his sides. 
Gardener. I'll make him water his pkmif^ . 
Alewife. I'll reckon with hire. 
Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his kerns. 
Old Woman. I'll mtimble him. 
Hangman. I'll throttle him. 

But at last the people having received anuranees thai' 
William Wood was neither in the house nor kingdoni; 
appointed certain commissioners to haog him in effi^ry » 
whereof the whole ceremony and procession deaerve to 
be transmitted to. posterity. 

First, the way was cleared by a detachmeot of the 
block-guards^ with sliort sticks in their hands, and cock- 
ades of {taper id their .hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Esq. represented to 
the life by an old piece of carved timber, taken from the 
keel of a ship. Upon his face, which looked very dis- 
mal, were fixed at proper distances several pieces of his 
own coin, to denote who he was, and to signify- hia call- 
ing and his crime. He wore on his head a peruke, very 
artfully composed of four old mops; a halter about his 
neck served him for a cravat. His clothes were indeed 
not so neat and elegant as is usual with persons in his 
condition (which some censorious people imputed to af- 
fectation) for he was. covered with a large itig of several 
colours in patchwork : he was borne upon the shoulders 
of an able-bodied porter. In his march by St. Stephen^s 
green, he often bowed on both sides, to show his respects 
to the company : his deportment was grave; and his 
countenance, though somewhat pensive was very com- 
posed. 
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Behind him followed his father alone, in a long niourA- 
ing cloak, with his hat over his nose, and a handkerchief 
in his hand to wipe tears from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner himself in per- 
son ; whose venerable aspect drew the eyes of the whole 
assembly upon him ; but he was farther distinguislied by 
a halter, which he bore upon his left shoulder as the 
badge of his office. 

Then followed two persons hand in hand ; the one re- 
presenting William Wood's brother-in-law : the other a 
certain saddler, his intimate friend, whose name I fcH^ot. 
Each had a small kettle in his hand, wherein was a rea- 
sonable quantity of the new halfpence. At proper periods 
they i^ook their kettles, which made a melancholy sound 
like the ringing of a knell for their partner and coufedie- 
rate. 

After these followed several officers,^ whose assistance 
was necessary for the more decent performance of th& 
great work in hand. 

The procession was closed witli an innumerable crowd 
of people, who frequently sent out loud huzz:\s ; which 
were censured by wiser heads as. a mark of inhumanity, 
and an ungenerous triumph over the unfortunate, with- 
out duly considering the various vicissitudes of human 
life. However, as it 1)ecomes an impartial historian, I 
will not conceal one observation, that Mr. Wood him- 
self appeared wholly unmoved, without the feast altera- 
tion in his countenance ; only when became within sight 
of the fatal tree, which happened to be of the same spe- 
cies of. timber with his own person, he seemed to be 
somewhat pensive. . . 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunted, nor 
was seen to shed a tear. He made no resisismce, but 
submitted himself with great resignation to thehaDgman> 

31 2 
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who was indeed thought to use him iirith too much 
roughness, neither kissing hiiu, nor asking him pardon. 
His dying SPEECH was printed, and deserves to be 
written in letters of GOLD. Being at^ed whether it 
were his own true genuine SPEECH, he did not 
deny it. 

Those of the softer sex, who attended the ceremony^ 
lamented that so comely and well timbered a man should 
come to so untimely an end. He hung but a short time ; 
for, upon feeling his breast, they found it cold and 
stiff. 

It is strange to think, how this melancholy spectacle 
turned the hearts of the people to compassion. When 
he was cut down, the body was carried through the whole 
city to gather contributions for his wake; and all sorts 
of people showed their liberality according as they were 
able. The ceremony was performed in an alehouse of 
distinction, and in a manner suitable to the quality of the 
deceased. While the attendants were discoursing about 
his funeral, a worthy member of the assembly stood up, 
and proposed that the body should be carried out the 
next day, and burned with the same pomp and formali- 
ties used at his execution ; which would prevent the ma- 
lice of bis enemies, and all indignities that might be done 
lo his remains. This was agre^ to; and about nine 
o'clock on the following morning there appeared a 
second procession. But, burning not having been 
any part of the sentence, authority thought fit to 
interpose, and the corpse was rescued by the civil 
power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; which occa- 
sions many speculations. But what is more wonderful 
it is positively affirmed by many who pretend to have 
been eye-witnesses, that there doei not appear to be tbe 
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least alteration in auy oac lineameat or feature of his 
counteoaDce ; uor visible decay in his whole frame, far- 
ther than \^ hat had been made by worms long before his 
execution. The solution of which difficulty I shall le^ve 
araon? naturalists. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

OCCASIONED BY READING A PAPER, ENTITLED, '' TH^ 
CASE OF THE VOOLLEN MANUFACTURES OF DUBr 
LIN," &C. 



The paper called " The Case of the Woollen Manit- 
factures," &c. is very well drawu up* The reasoning 
of the author are just, the facts true, and the coDsequen- 
ces natural. But his censure of those seven vile citi- 
zens, who import such a quantity of silk stuffs, and wool* 
len cloth from England, is a hundred times gentler than 
enemies to their country deserve; because I think oa 
punishment in this world can be great enough for them,, 
without immediate repentance and amendment. But 
after all, the writer of that paper has very lightly touch- 
ed one point of the greatest importance, and very poorlj 
answered the main objection, that the clothiers are 
defective both in the quality and quantity of their 
<::oods. 

For my own part, when I consider the several socie- 
ties of handicraftsmen in all kinds, as well as shopkeep^ 
ere, in this city, after eighteen years experience of their 
dealings, I am at a loss to know in which ef these soci- 
eties the most or least honesty is to be found. For in- 
stance, when any trade comes first into my head, upoa 
examination I determine it exceeds all other fraud. But 
after I have considered them all round, as far as mj 
knowledge or experience reaches^ I am at a loss to 4^ 
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iemine, and to save trouble I put them all upon a par. 
This I chiefly apply to those societies of men who get 
their livelihood by the labour of their hands. For, as to 
shopkeepers, I cannot deny that I have found some few 
honest men among them, taking the word honest in the 
largest and most charitable sense. But as to handicraAs- 
men, although I shall endeavour to believe it possible to 
find ft fair dealer among their clans, yet I confess it has 
never been once my good fortune to employ one single 
workman, who did not cheat me at all times to the ut- 
most of his power in the materials, the work, and the 
price. One universal maxim I have constantly observ- 
ed among them, that they would rather get a shilling by 
cheating^you, than twenty in the honest way of dealing 
although they were sure to lose your custom, as well aa 
that of others, whom you might probably recommend to 
them. 

. This, I must own, is the natural consequence of po- 
verty and oppression. These wretched people oatch at 
any thing to save them a minute longer from drowning. 
Thus Ireland is the poorest of all civilized countries in 
Europe, with every natural advantage to make it one of 
the richest. 

As to the grand objection, which this writer slubbers 
over in so careless a manner, because indeed it was im- 
possible, to find a satisfactory answer, I mean the knave- 
ry of our woollen manufacturers in goaeral, I shall relate 
some facts, which I had mere opportunities to observe 
than usually fall in .the way of men who are not of the 
trade. For some years^ the master and wardens, with 
many of their principal workmen and shopkeepers, came 
often to the Deanery .to relate their grievances, and to 
desire my advice as well as my assistance. What jear 
sons mig|bt move them to this proceeding, I leave to 
jiublic ecHgectiire. The truth Is^ that the ww^en i 
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Dufactiire of this kingdom sat always nearest my heart 
But the greatest difficulty lay in these perpetual diflcr- 
ences between the sliopkeepers and the workmen they 
employed. Ten or a dozen of these latter often came 
to the Deanery with their complaints, which I often re- 
peated to the shopkeepers. As, that they brought their 
prices too low for a poor weaver to get his bread by ; 
and instead of ready money for their labour on Satur- 
days, they gave them only such a quantity of cloth or 
stuff, at the highest rate, which the poor men were often 
forced to sell one third below the rate, to supply their 
urgent necessities. On the other side, the shopkeepers 
complained of idleness, and want of skill, or care, or ho- 
nesty, in their workmen ; and probably their accuaatioOB 
on both sides were just. 

Whenever the weavers, in a body, .came to me for ad- 
vice, I gave it freely, that they should contrive some 
way to bring their goods into reputation ; and give up 
that abominable principle of endeavouring to thrive by 
imposing bad ware at high prices to their customexi^ 
whereby no shopkeeper can reasonably expect to thrive. 
For, beside the dread of God's anger (which is a motive 
of small force among them) they may be sure that no 
Imyer of common sense will return to the same shop 
where he was ouce or twice defrauded. That gentlemen 
and ladies, when they found nothing but deceit in the 
sale of Irish cloths and stufis, would act as they ought 
to do, both in prudence and resentment, in going to 
those very bad citizens the writer mentions, and pur- 
chase English goods. 

I went farther, and proposed that ten or a dozen of 
the most substantial woollen drapers should join in pub- 
lishing an advertisement, signed with their names, to the 
following purpose : That for the better encoungement 
tf all gentlemeui &c. the persons under named did Und 
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themselves mutually to sell their several cloths and stufEi 
(uamiug each kiod) at the lowest rate, right merchaota^ 
ble goods, of such a breadth, which they would warraut 
to be good according to the several prices : and that if 
a child of ten years old were sent with money, and ^ 
rectioos what cloth or stuff to buy, he should not be 
wronged in any one article. And that whoever should 
think himself ill used in any of the said shops, he should 
have his money again from the seller, or upon his refusal^ 
from the rest of the said subscribers, who, if they found 
the buyer discontented with the cloth or stuffy should be 
obliged to refund the money; and if the seller refused 
to repay them, and take his goods again, should publicly 
advertise thiU tliey would answer for none of his goods 
any more. This would be to establish credit, upoo 
which all trade depends. 

I proposed this scheme several timet to the corporation 
of weavers, as well as to the manufacturers, when thej 
came to apply for my advice at the Deanery House. I 
likewise went to the shops of several woollen drapers up- 
on the same errand, but always in vain ; for they fct^ 
petually gave me the deaf ear, and avoided entering inh 
to discourse upon that proposal : I suppose, because thejE 
thought it was in vain, and that the spirit of fraud had 
gotten too deep and universal a possession to be driven 
out by any arguments bom interest, reason, or cm^ 
science. 
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A LETTER 

TO THE 

AECHBISHOP OF DUBLIN,* 

CONCERNING THE WEAVER^. 



MY LORD, 

The corporation of weavers id the woollen mamibo- 
tare, who have so often attended your grace, and called 
upon me with their schemes and proposals, were with 
me on Thursday last ; when he who spoke for the rest, 
and in the name of his absent brethren, said, ^ It was 
the opinion of the whole body, that if somewhat wai 
written at this time, by an able hand, to persuade the 
people of this kingdom to wear their own woollen manu- 
factures, it might be of good use to the nation in general^ 
and preserve many hundreds of their trade from starv- 
ing.'' To which I answered, ^' That it was hard for 
any man of common spirit, to turn bis thoughts to such 
speculations, without discovering a resentment, which 
people are too delicate to bear." For I will not deny to 
your grace, that I cannot reflect on the singular condi- 
tion of this country, dKFerent from all others upon the 
face of the earth, without some emotion ; and without 
often examining, as I pass the streets, whether those ani- 
mals which come in my way, with two legs and human 

• Dr. WniiiuD Kiflg. F. 
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feces, clad and erect, be of the same species, vith wbat I 
bave seen very like them in England as to the outward 
shape, but differing in their notions, natures, and intel- 
lectuals, more than any two kinds of brutes in the forest » 
which any man of common prudence would immediately 
discover, by persuading them to define what they meant 
by law, liberty, property, courage, reason, loyalty, or r^r 
ligion. 

One thing, my lord, I am veiy confident of, that If 
God Almighty, for our sins, would most justly send us a 
pestilence, wiroeyer should dare to discover his grief in 
public for such a viiitrti o n, would certainly be censored 
ISnr disalFection to the government: for I solemnly pro- 
fess, that I do not know one calamity we have uuder- 
^ne these many years, which any man, whose opinions 
were not in fashion, dared to lament, without being 'open« 
Jy charged with that imputation. And this is the harder^ 
because although a mother, when she has corrected her 
•hild, may sometimes force it to kiss the rod, yet she will 
never give that power to the footboy or the scullion. 

My lord, there an two things for the people of this 
kingdom to consider : first, their present evil condition ; 
and secondly, what can be done in some degree to rano- 
^iJ it. ■ 

I shall not enter into a particular description of our 
present misery ; it has been already done in several pa- 
pers, and very fully in one entitled, " A short View of 
the State of Ireland." It will be enough to mention the 
entire want of trade, the navigation act executed with the 
utmost rigour, the remission of a million every year to 
England^ the ruinous importation of foreign luxury and 
vanity, the oppression of landlords, and discouragement 
of agriculture. 

Now all these evils are without the possibility of a 
cure, except that of importatiODs; and to fence against 
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ruiQOus folly, will l>o always in our power, in spile of tbe 
discouragemenls, mortifications, contempt, hatred, and 
opposition, we labour under : but our trade will Dever 
mend the navigation act never be softened, our absen- 
tees never return, our endless foreign payments never be 
lessened, our own landlords never be less exactuig. 

All other schemes for preserving this kingdom from 
utter ruin, are idle and visionary ; consequently drawn 
from wrong reasoning, and from general topics, which, 
for the same causes that they may be true in all natioos, 
are certainly false in ours ; as I have told the public oP 
ten enough, but witli as little eiTcct, as what I shall say 
at present is likely to produce. 

I am wcaiy of so many abortive projects for the ad- 
vancement of trade ; of so many crude proposals, la let- 
ters sent me from unknown hands; of so many coDtradic- 
tory speculations, about raising or sinking the value of 
gold and silver : I am not in the least sorry to hear of 
the great numbers going to America, although very much 
for the causes that drive them from us, since the uncon- 
trolled majihn, " That people are the riches of a natioD," 
is no maxim here under our circumstances. We have 
neither manufactures to employ them about, nor food to 
support them. 

If a private gentleman's income be sunk irretrierably 
for ever, from a hundred pounds to fifty, and he has no 
other method to supply the deficiency ; I desire to know, 
my lord, whetlier such a person has any other course to 
take, than to sink half his expenses in every article of 
economy, to save himself from ruin aud a gaol. Is not 
this more than doubly the case of Ireland, where the 
want of money, the irretrievable ruin of trade, with the 
other evils above mentioned, and many more too well 
known and felt, and too numerous or invidious to be re- 
lated, have been gradusdly sinking us, for above a dozeo 
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years past, to a degree, tiiai we are at least by two thirck| 
in a worse coudition, than was ever known since the re- 
volution? Therefore, instead of dreams and projects for 
the advancing of trade, we hare nothing left but to find 
out some expedient, whereby we may reduce our ex- 
penses to our incomes. 

Yet this procedure, allowed so necessary in all pr^ 
Tate families, and in its own nature so easy to be put in 
practice, may meet with strong o{^;»osition, by the cow* 
ardly slavish indulgence of the men, to the intolerable 
pride, an*ogance, vanity, and luxury of the women ; who^ 
strictly adhering to the roles of modem education, seem 
to employ their whole stock of invention in contriving 
n^w arts of profusion, faster than the most parsimonioiip 
husband can ailbrd : and, to compass this work the morie 
elTectually, their universal maxim is, to despise and de* 
test every tiling of the growth of their own country, and. 
most to value whatever comes from the very remotest 
parts of the globe. And I am convinced, that if the 
virtuosi could once find out a world in the moon, with «< 
passage to it, our women would wear nothing but what 
Ulirectly came from thence. 

The prime cost of wine yearly imported-to Ireland^ 
is valued at thirty thousand pounds ; and the tea (ia- 
cluding coffee and chocolate) at' five times that sum. 
The lace, silks, calicoes, and all other unnecessary orna- 
ments for women, including English cbtlis and stufl&y 
added to the former articles, make up (to compute 
grossly) about four hundred thousand pounds. 

Now if we should allow the thirty thousand pounds 
wherein the women have their share, and which is all we 
have to comfort us, and deduct seventy thousand pounds 
more for overreaching, there would still remain three 
hundred thousand pounds annually spent, for unwhole* 
Boinc drugi and unnecessary fineiy : which prodigioui 
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sum would be wholly eayed, and many thousands of our 
miserable shopkeepers and maDuofacturers comfortabtj 
supported. 

Let speculative people busy thev brains as' much n 
Ihej please, there is no other way to prevent this king- 
dom from sinking for ever, than by utterly renoundif 
HI foreign dress and luxury. 

It is absolutely so in fact, that every husband of any 
fortune in the kingdom, is nourishing a poisonous de> 
Touring serpent in his bosom, with all the mischief but 
with none of its wisdom. 

If all the women were clad with the growth of the? 
own country, they might still vie with each other in the 
course of foppery ; and still have room left to vie with 
each other, and equally show their wit and judgment, 
in deciding upon the variety of Irish stuflb. And if 
they could be contented with their native wholesome 
slops for breakfast, we should hear no more of the spleen, 
hysterics, colics, palpitations, and asthmas. They might 
still be allowed to ruin each other and their husbands 
at play, because the money lost would circulate among 
ourselves. 

My lord, I freely own it a wild imagination, that any 
words will cure the sottishness of men, or the vanity of 
women : but the kingdom is in a fair way of producing 
the most effectual remedy, when there will not be money 
left for the common course of buying and selling the 
very necessaries of life in our markets, unless we abso- 
lutely change the whole method of our proceedings. 

The corporation of weavers in woollen and silk, who 
have so frequently offered proposals both to your grace 
and to me, are the hottest and coldest generation of men 
that I have known. About a month ago, they attended 
your grace, when I had the honour to be with you ; and 
designed me the f^me favour. They desired you would 
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urconnneiid to your clergy to wear gowns of Irish stuffs, ^ 
which might probably spread tlie example amoug all 
their brethrea in the kingdom ; and perhaps, among the 
lawyers and gentlemen of the university, and among the 
citizens of those corporations who appear in gowns on so* 
lemn occasions. I then mentioned a kind of stufl^ not 
above eight pence a yard, whicli I heard had been con- 
trived by some of the trade, and was very convenient 
I desired they would prepare some of that, or any sort of 
black stuffy on a certain day, when your grace would 
appoint as many clergymen as could readily be found to - 
meet at your palace, and there give their opinions ; and 
that your grace's visitation approaching, you could then 
have the best opportunity of seeing what could be done 
in a matter of such consequence, as they seemed to think, 
to the woollen manufacture. But, instead of attending^ 
as was expected, they came to me a fortnight after with 
a new proposal, that something sliould be written by an 
acceptable and able hand, to promote in general the 
wearing of home manufactures ; and their civilities 
would fix that work upon me. I a8ke<l if they had pre- 
pared tlic stuiTs, as they had promised, and your grace 
expected ; but they had not made the least step in the 
matter, nor, as it appears, thought of it more. 

I did, some years ago, propose to the masters and prin- 
cipal dealers in the home manufactures of silk and wool, 
that they should meet together ; and after mature con- 
sideration, publish advertisements <o the following pur- 
pose : 

That in order to encourage the wearing of Irish manu- 
factures in silk and woollen, they gave notice to the no- 
bility and gentry of the kingdom. That they, the under- 
s>i(2:ncd, would enter into bomis, for themselves and for 
ettch other, to sell the several sorts of stufV cioUis, and 
silLs, made to the best perfection tliey were able, for cer- 
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tain fixed prices; ami in sucli a manner, that if a child 
•were sent to any of their shops, the buyer might be se- 
cure of he value, and goodness, and measure of the ware; 
and, lest this nii^ht be thought to look like a monopolj, 
any other member of the trade might be admitted, upon 
guch conditions as should be agreed on. And if any 
pei-son whatsoever should complain that he was ill used, 
in the value and goodness of what he bought, the matter 
should be examined, tlic person injui-ed be fully satisfied 
by the whole corporation without delay, and the dis- 
honest seller be struck out of the society, unless it ap- 
peared evidently that the failure proceeded only from 
mistake. 

The mortal danger is, that if these dealers could pre- 
vail, by the gootlness and cheapness of their cloths and 
stuffs, to give a turn to the principal people of Ireland 
in favour of their goods; they would relapse into the 
knavish practice, peculiar to this kingdom, which is apt 
to run through all trades, even so low as a common ale- 
seller : who, as soon as he gets a vogne for his liquor, 
and outsells his neiglibours, thinks his credit will put olT 
the worst he can buy, till his customers will come no 
more. Thus I have known at London, In a general 
mourning, the drapers dye black all their damaged 
goods, and sell them at double rates ; then complaiu, ami 
petition the court, that they are ready to starve by the 
continuance of the mourning. 

Therefore, I say, those principal weavers who would 
enter into such a compact as I have mentioned, mfist 
give sufficient security against all such practices : for, 
if once the women can persuade their husbands that 
foreign goo<is, beside the finery, will be as cheap, and 
do more service, our last state will be worse than tiie 
first. 
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I do not here pretend to digest perfectly the method 
by which these prindpal shopkeepers shall proceed, la 
such a proposal : but my meaniug is clear eoougb, and 
eaDDOt reasonably be objected against. 

We have seen T^hat a destructive loss the kingdom 
received, by the detestable fraud of the merchants, or 
northern linen weavers, or both ; notwithstanding all the 
care of the governors of that board, when we had an 
offer of commerce with the Spaniards for our linen, to 
the value, as I am told, of thirty tliousand ponndt a 
year. But, while we deal like pedlers, we shall prac- 
tice like pedlers, and sacrifice all honesty to the present 
urging advantage. 

What I have said may serve as an answer to the de- 
sire made me by the corporation of weavers, thftt I would 
offer my notions to the public. As to any thing farther, 
let them apply themselves to the parliament in their 
next session. Let them prevail on the house of commons 
to grant one very reasonable request ; and I shall think 
there is still some spirit led in the nation, when I read a. 
vote to thb purpose : " Resolved, nemine conJtradicenU^ 
That this house will, for the future, wear no cloths but 
such as are made of Irish growth or of Irish manufac- 
ture, nor will permit their wives or children to wear any 
other ; and that they will, to the utmost, endeavour to 
prevail with their friends, relations, dependants, and 
tenants, to follow their example." And if, at the same 
time, they could banish tea and coffee, and diinaware, 
out of their families, and force their wives to chat their 
scandal over an infusion of sage, or other wholesome do- 
mestic vegetables, we might possibly be able to subsist* 
and pay our absentees, pensioners, generals, civil officers, 
appeals, colliers, temporary travellers, students, school- 
boys, splenetic visitors of Bath, Tuiibridge, and Epeoir, 
with all other smaller drains, by sending our crude \\T.r 
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TiToiight goods to England, and receiving from ihenc^ 
and all other countries, nothing but what is fully manu- 
factured, and keep a few potatoes and oatmeal for our 
own subsistence. 

I have been for a dozen years past wisely prognosti- 
cating the present condition of this kingdom ; which any 
human creature of common sense could foretel, with as 
little sagacity as myself. My meaning is, that a con- 
sumptive body must needs die,, which has spent all its 
spirits, and received no nourishment. Yet I am ofteB 
tempted to pity, when I hear the poor farmer and cotta* 
gcr lamenting the hardness of the times, and imputini; 
them either to one or two ill seasons, which better cli- 
mates than ours are more exposed to ; or to scarcity of 
silver, which, to a nation of liberty, would only be a 
-slight and temporary iaconvoDieace, to be removed at a 
month's warning. 
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ON OniNG BADGES TO THE POOR. 



Deanery-Hnmse, Sept. 26, 1726. 

The coDtiuual concourse of beggars, from all parts of 
the kingdom to this city, having made.it impossible for the 
fieveral parishes to maintain their own poor, according 
to the ancient laws of the land; several lord mayors did 
apply themselves to the lord archbbhop of Dublin, that 
his grace would direct his clergy, and the churchwardens 
of the said dty, to appoint badges of brass, copper, or pew- 
ter, to be worn by the poor of the several parisbegi 
The badges to be marked with initial letters of the name 
of each church, and numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. and to be well 
served and fastened on the right and left shoulder of the 
outward garment of each of the said poor, by which 
they might be distinguished. And that none of the said 
poor should go out of their own parish to beg alms; 
whereof the beadles were to take care. 

His grace the lord archbishop did accordingly gii^ 
his directions to the clergy ; which, however, have 
proved wholly ineffectual, by the fraud, perverseness, 
or pride, of the said poor ; several of them openly 
protesting, ^ they will never submit to wear the said 
badges." And of those who received them, almost every 
one keep them in their pockets, or hang them in a string 
about their necks, or fasten them under their coats, not 
to be seen ; by which means the whole design is eluded ; 
so that a man may walk from one end oi the town to 
the other, without seeiog one beggar regularly badged, 

TOL. XIL If 
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and Id such great Dumbers,- that they are a mighty 
nuisance to the public, roost of them being foreigners. 

It is therefore proposed, that his grace the lord arch- 
bishop would please to call the clergy of die city to- 
gether, and renew his directions and exhortations to 
them, to put the affair of badges effectually in practice, 
by such methods as his grace and tliey shall agree upon. 
And, I think, it would be highly necessary, that some 
paper should be pasted up, in several proper parts of the 
city, signifying this order, and exhorting all people to 
give no alms except to those poor who are regularly 
badged, and only while they are in the precincts of 
their own parishes. And if something like this were de- 
livere^J by the ministers, in the reading-desk, two or 
three Lord's days successively, it would still be of far- 
ther use to put tliis matter upon a right foot. And that 
all who offend against this regulation be treated as va- 
gabonds and sturdy beggars. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 



▲BOUT 



MAINTAINING THE POOR. 



Wk have been anused, for at least thirty years past, with 
uumberlesB schemes, in writiog aod discourse, both ia 
and out of parliament, for maintainiug the poor, and set- 
ting them to work, especially in this city ; most of which 
were idle, indigested; or vbionary ; and all of them in- 
effectual, as it has plainly appeared by the consequen- 
ces. Many of those projectors were so stupid, that they 
drew a parallel from tiolland to England, to be settled 
in Ireland; that is to say, from two countries with full 
freedom and encouragement for trade, to a third where 
all kind of trade is cramped, and the most beneficial parts 
are entirely taken away. But the perpetual infelicity 
of false and foolish reasoning, as well as proceeding and 
acting upon it, seems to be fatal to this countr}'. 

For my own part, who have much conversed with 
those folks who call themselves merchants, I do not re- 
naerober to have met with a more ignorant and wrong 
thinking race of people in the very first rudiments of 
trade ; which, however, was not so much owing to their 
want of capacity, as to the crazy constitution of this king- 
dom ; where pedlers are better qualified to thrive, than 
the wisest merchants. I could fill a volume with only 
settins down a list of the Dublic abfiorditiesa bY which 
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this kingdom has sufTcred within the compass of my own 
memory, such as could not be believed of anj uatioOy 
among Avhom folly was not established as a law. I can- 
not forbear instancing a few of these, because it may be 
of some use to those who shall have it in their power to 
be more cautious for the future. 

The first was, the building of the barracks, whereof I 
have seen above one half, and have heard enough of the 
rest, to affirm that the public has been cheated of at least 
two thirds of the money, raised for that use, by the plaia 
fraud of the undertakers. 

Another was the management of the money raised for 
the Palatines; when, instead of employing that great 
sum in purchasing lands in some remote and cheap parf 
of the kingdom, and there planting those people as a o^ 
Ibny, the whole end was utterly defeated. 

A third is, the insurance office against fire, by which 
several thousand pounds are yearly remitted to England 
(a trifle, it seems, we can easily spare) and will gradu- 
ally increase until it comes to a good national tax : for 
the society marks upon our houses (under which might 
properly be written, " The Lord have mercy upon us") 
spiead faster and farther than the colony of frogs.* I 

* This similihide, wbich is certainly the finest that coold ponibly 
have becu used upon this occasion, seems to require a short eiplica> 
ti:)n. Ahout the beginning of this current centucy, Dr, Gwythers, a 
physician, and fellow of the university of Dublin, brought over with 
him a parcel of frogs from England to Ireland, in order to propagate 
the species in tliat kingdom, and tiirew them into the ditches of the 
University pai'k ; but they all perished. \Vhereup<Hi he sent to JEiOC- 
land for some bottles of the frog-spawn, which he threw into those 
ditches, by which means the species of frogs was propagated io that 
kingdom. However, their number was so small in the year 1720, that 
a frog was no where to be &een in Ireland, except in the neighbour- 
hood of the University park ; hut within six or seven years after they 
spread thirty, forty, or fifty miles over the country ; and so at laftjb^ 
de^reetf, over the whole nation. D. S- 
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fcave for above twenty years past, givea warning several 
thousand times, to many substantial people, and to such 
who are ^acquainted with lords and squires, and the like 
great folks, to any of whom I have not the honoiu: to be 
known : I mentioned my daily fears, lest our Aratchful 
friends in England might take this business out of our 
bands; and how easy it would be to prevent that evil, 
by erecting a society of persons who had good estates, 
8uch, for instance, as that noble knot of bankei's under 
the style of " Swift and Company." But now we are 
become tributary to England, not only for materials to 
light our own fires, but for engines to put them out ; to 
which, if hearth-mone}' be added (repealed in England 
as a grievance) we have the honour to pay three taxes 
for fire. 

A fourth was the knavery of those merchants, or lin- 
en manufacturers, or both ; when, upon occasion of the 
plague at Marseilles, we had a fair opportunity of get- 
ting into our hands the whole linen-trade with Spain ; 
but the commodity was so bad, and held at so high a 
rate, that almost the whole cargo was returned, and the 
small remainder sold below the prime cost. 

So many other particulars of the same nature crowd 
into my thoughts, that I am forced to stop ; and the 
rather because they are not very proper for my subject^ 
to which I shall now retiurn. 

Among all the schemes fpr maintaining the poor of the 
city, and setting them to work, the least weight has been 
laid upon that single point which is of the greatest im- 
portance ; I mean, that of keeping foreign beggars fix>m 
swarming hither, out of every part of the country ; for,- 
until this be brought to pass elQfectually, all our wise rea- 
aouings and proceedings upon them will be vain and 
ridiculousn 
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The prodigious number of beggars throughout this 
kiogdoii), 10 proportion to so small a number of people, 
is owing tomanyresisops: to the laziness of the natives; 
the want of work to employ them ; the enormous rents 
paid by cottagers for theii* miserable cabins and potatoe- 
plots; their early marriages without the least prospect of 
establishment ; the ruin of agriculture, whereby such 
vast numbers arc hindered from providing their own 
bread, and ha ve^mr money to purchase it ; the mortal 
damp upon all kinds of ti*ade, and many other circum- 
stances too tedious or invidious to mention. 

And to the same causes we owe the perpetual coO* 
course of foreign beggars to this town ; the country land- 
lords giving all assistance, except money and victualsi to 
drive from their estates those miserable creatures they 
have undone. 

It ATas a general complaint against the poor-house, 
under its former governors, *' That the number of 
poor in this city did not lessen by taking three hun- 
dred into tlic house, and all of them recommendefl 
imder the minister and churchwardens' hands of tli^ 
several parishes ;" and this complaint must still con- 
tinue, although the poor-house should be enlarged to 
maintain three thousand, or even double that number. 

The revenues of the poor-house, as it is now estab- 
lished, amount to about two thousand pounds a year ; 
whereof, two hundred allowed for officers, and one hun- 
dred for repairs, the remaining seventeen hundred, stt 
four pounds a head, will support four hundred and tweii- 
ty-five persons. This is a favourable allowance, con- 
sidering that I subtract nothing for the diet of those offi- 
cers, and for wear and tear of furniture ; and if every 
one of these collegiates should be set to work, it is agreed 
th^y will not be able to gain by their labour above oo<^ 
fourth part of their maintenance. 
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At the same time the oratorial part of these gentle- 
men, seldom vouchsafe to mention fewer than fifteen 
hundred, or two thousand people, to be maintained in 
tills hospital, without troubling their heads about the 

fimd. ******** 
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Although, ia one of your papers, you declare ao ift' 
teDtioD of turning them, during the dead seasoo of tlie 
year, into accounts of domestic and foreign inteUigence; 
yet, I think we, yoinr correspondents, should not under- 
stand yoiur meaning so literally, as if you intended to re- 
ject inserting any other paper, vhich might probably be 
useful for the public. Neither indeed am I fully con- 
vinced, that thb new course you resolve to take, will 
render you more secure than your former laudable prac- 
tice, of inserting such speculations, as were sent you by 
several well-wishers to the good of the kingdom ; how- 
ever grating such notices might be to some, who wanted 
neither power nor inclination to resent them at your 
cost ; for, since there is a direct law against spreading 
false news, if you should venture to tell us in one of 
the Craftsmen that the Dcy of Algiers had got the tooth- 
ache, or the King of Bantam had taken a purge ; and 
the facts should be contradicted in succeeding packets ; 
I do not see what pica you could offer, to avoid the ut- 

* His letters are priniccl in Ijord Bolingbroke*i Works. By a let- 
ter in this collection, dated May 18, 1727, it appears that his lord- 
ship had seen the copy of Swifl*8 letter, before it was sent to \i» 

press. N. 
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most penalty of the law, because you are not supposed 
to be very gracious amoDg those who are most able to 
hui't you. 

Besides, as I take your intentions to be sincerely 
mean for the public service ; so your original metliod of 
entertainiug and instructing us, will be more general, 
and more useful in this season of the year, when people 
are retired to amusements more cool, more innocent, 
and much more reasonable, tlian those they have left; 
when theu' passions are subsided or suspended; wheo 
they have no occasions of inflaming themselves, or each 
other: where they will have opportunity of bearing 
common sense, every day in the week, fiom their te- 
nants or neighbouring farmers ; and thereby be qualified, 
in hours of rain or leisui-e, to read and consider the ad- 
vice or information you shall send them. 

Another weighty reason why you should not alter 
your manner of writing, by dwindling to a newsmonger, 
is, because there is no suspensioi^of arms agreed on be- 
tween you and your adversaries ; who fight with a sort 
of weapons which have two wonderful qualities, that they 
are never to be worn out, and are best wielded by the 
weakest hands, and which the poverty of our language 
forces me to call, by the trite appellations of scurrility, 
slander, and Billingsgate. I am fai* from thinking that 
these gentlemen, or rather their employers, (for the ope- 
rators themselves are too obscure to be guessed at) should 
be answered after their own way, although it were possi 
hie to drag them out of their obscurity : but I wish you 
would inquire what real use such a conduct is to the 
cause they have been so largely paid to defend. The 
author of the three first Occasional Letters, a person 
altogether unknown, has been thought to glance (for 
what reason he best knows) at some public proctsediogfu 

as if they were not agreeable to his private opiuioa^ 

V 2 
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In answer to this, the pamphleteers retained on the other 
side, are instructed by their superiors, to rinf[te out ad 
adversary, whose abilities they have most reason to ap- 
prehend ; and to load himself his family, and Iriendi, 
tvith all the infamy, that a perpetual conversation in 
Bridewell, Newgate, and the stews, could furnish them ; 
but, at the same time, so very unluckily, that the most 
distinguishing parts of their characters stnke directly in 
the face of their benefactors ; whose idea, presenting itself 
along with his guineas perpetually to their imagination, 
'occasioned this desperate blunder. 

But, allowing this heap of slander to be truth, and 
applied to the proper person ; what is to be the conse- 
quence ? Are our public debts to be the sooner paid ; 
the corruptions that author complains of, to be the sooner 
cured ; an honourable peace, or a glorious war, the more 
likely to ensue ; trade to flourish ; the Ostend company 
to be demolished ; Gibraltar and Port Mahon left entire 
in our possession; tlie balance of Europe to be pft- 
Fcrvcd ; the malignity of parties to be forever at jaii 
f'nd; none but persons of merit, virtue, geniup, and 
learning, to be encouraged? I ask whether any of 
tiicse effects will follow, upon the publication of thb 
author's libel, even supposing be could prove creiy 
syllable of it to be true? 

At the same time, I am well assured, that the only 
reason of ascribing those papers to a particular {.ersoD, 
is built upon the information of a certab pragmatlciil 
spy of quality, well known to act in that capacity, by 
tliose, into whose company he insinuates himself; a sort 
of persons, who, although without much love, esteem^ 
or dread of people in present power, yet have too 
much common pindence, to speak their thoughts with 
fittcoih, before such an intruder; who, therefore, Itth 
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poses grossly upon his masten^ if he makes them pay 
for any Ihing but his own Gonjeetures. 

It is a grievous mistake in a great minister to neglect 
or despise, much more to irritate men of genius and leanb^ 
ing. I have heard one of the wisest persons in my time 
observe, that an administration was to be known andf 
judged, by the talents of those who appeared their advo^ 
eates in print. This I must never allow to be a general 
rule ; yet I cannot but think it prodigiously unfortunate, 
that among the answerers, defenders, repliers, and pane- 
gyrists, started up in defence of present persons and pr^ 
eeediiigs, there has not yet arisen one, whose labours we 
can read with patience, however we may applaud tfieir 
loyalty and good will : and all this, with the advantages 
of constant ready pay, of natufal and acquired venom, 
and a grant of the whole fund of slander, to range ottr 
J8)d riot in as they please* 

On the other side, a turbulent writer of Ooeasional 
Letters, and ether vexatious papen, in conjunction per^ 
haps with one or tiiro friends as bad as himself, is able 
to disconcert, tease, and sour ns^ whenever he thinks fit, 
merely by the strength of genius and truth; and after 
so dexterous a manner, that when we are vexed to thcf 
doul, and well know the reasons why we are 00, we aye 
ashamed to own the first, and cannot ten how to exprMs 
the other. In a word, it seems to me that all the writerar 
are on one side, and ail the railers on the other. 

However, I do not pretend to asaert that it is finpo^- 
rible for an ill minister to find men of wit, who may be 
drawn, by a very valuable consideration, to undertake 
his defence : but the misfortune is, that the heads ai 
stich writers rebel against their hearts ; their genius for- 
sakes them, when they would offer to prostitute it to the 
service of injustice, corruption, party rage, and fidse vff 

presentations of things and persona. 

n3 
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And this is the best argument I can offer io defence oi 
great lueo, who have beeu of late so very unhappy in 
the choice of their paper-champions : although I cannot 
much commend their good husbandry, in those exorbi- 
tant payments, of twenty, and sixty guineas at a time, 
for a scurvy paniphlct ; since tlie sort of wwk they re- 
quire, is what will all come within the talents of any 
one, who has enjoyed the happiness of a very bad edu- 
cation, has kept tl>e vilest company, is endowed viih a 
servile spirit, is master of an empty purse, and a heart 
full of malice. 

But, to speak the truth in soberness; it should seem 
a little hard, since the old whiggish principle has been 
recalled, of standing up for the litierty of the pi'ess, to a 
degree that no man, for several years past, durst veuttue 
out a thought, which did not square to a point, with the 
maxims and practices that then prevailed : I say, it b a 
little hard, that the vilest mercenaries should be counte- 
naucedj prefeiTcd, rewariied, for discharging their brutal* 
ities against men of honoiur, only upon a bare conjecture. 

If it should happen that tliese profligates have attack- 
ed an innocent person, I ask, what satis£action can their 
hirers give in return ? JN^ol all the wealth raked toge- 
ther by the most corrupt rapacious ministers, in the longest 
course of unlimited power, would be sufficient to atone 
for the hundredth part of such an injury. 

In the common way of thinking, it is a situation suffi- 
cient in all conscience to satisfy a reasonable ambition, 
for a private person to command the laws, the forces, the 
revenues of a great kingdom ; to reward and advance 
his followers and flatterers as he pleases, and to keep his 
enemies (real or imaginary) in the dust. In sucli an exal- 
tation, why sliould Le be at the trouble to make use of 
fools to sound his praises, (because I always thought the 
lion was hard set, when he chose the ass for his tnvi^ 
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peter) or kDaves to revenge his quarrel, at the expense of 
innocent men's reputations? 

With all those adrantages, I cannot see why persons 
in the height of power, should be under the least concern 
on account of their reputation, for which they have no 
manner of use ; or to ruin that of others, which may per- 
haps be the only possession their enemies have left them. 
Supposing times of corruption, which I am very fieur 
from doing ; if a writer displays them in their proper co- 
lours, does he do any thing worse than sending custo- 
mers to the shop ? '^ Here only, at the sign of the Bra- 
zen Head, are to be sold places and pensions : beware- 
of counterfeits, and take care of mistaking the door." 

For my own part, I think it very unnecessary to give 
the character of a great minister in the fulness of his 
power, because it is a thing that naturally does itself, 
and is obvious to the eyes of air mankind : for his per- 
sonal qualities are all derived into the most minute parts 
of his administration. If this be just, pni :ent, r^;ular, 
impartial, intent upoa the public good, prepared for pre- 
sent exigencies, and provident of the future ; such is the 
director himself in his private capacity ; if it be rapa- 
cious, insolent, partial, palliating long and deep diseases 
of the public, with empirical remedies, false, disguised, 
impudent, malicious, revengeful; you shall infallibly 
find the private life of the conductor, to answer in every 
point : nay, what is more, every twinge of the gout or 
gravel, will be felt in their consequences by the commu» 
nity : as the thiefcatcher, upon viewing a house broke 
open, could immediately distinguish, from the manner of 
the workmanship, by what hand it was done. 

It is hard to form a maxim against which an excep- 
tion is not ready to start up ; so, in the present ease, 
where the mioister grows enormously tkh, the puUic if 
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proporilormbly poor, ad ia a prirate family, Ih^ M^aid 
always thrives the fastest, when hk lord is ruoniog out. 



• • 
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THE J3TATE 6¥ IRELAND. 1727. 



I AM asBUred, tbat it bos for tome time been pra ct iBc d 
m a method of making men's court, vhen they are asked 
irboiit the rate df lands, the abiHties of tenants, the state 
of trade and manufacture in this kingdom, and ho# 
thefar rents aK ptM ; to answer, that in their neighMur- 
hood alt thtngi are in a floufisbing condition, the rent 
afid purchase of land eVery day increasing. And if t 
gentleman happeti to be a Uttle more iftncere in hi* re> 
presentation^ beside being leoiLed on as not well nffeet* 
ed, be id sttre to hare a dossen contmdictors at bisdbow. 
I think it is do manner of secret, why these questiOBi 
ttt iso cordially stoked, or so obligingly answered. 

But since, with regard to the affairs of this kiogdott^ 
I bate been using ril endeavours td subdue fihy indigna- 
tion ; to which indeed I am not provoked by any peiw 
sonal intere^ not being the onrneir of 6ne spot of ground 
ih the whole istond ; I shall only enumerste by rulei 
generally known, and never contradicted, what are tli^ 
true causes of afty country's flourishing and growing 
rfdi; srnd then exariiioie what effects atise from those 
(isnses in the kingdom of Irehmd. 

The irst cHuse of a kingdom's thiiviag is, the fra(it» 
fidness of the soil to produce the necesiaiiea and cotiti^ 
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ampled circumataDcefl, as grievouB as they are invidious 
to mentioo. To go on to the rest : 

It is too well koowD, that we are forced to obey some 
laws we uever coDsented to ; which is a condition I must 
not call by its true uncontroverted name, for fear of Lord 
Chief JusUce Whitshed's ghost with his Libertas et no- 
tale solum, written for a motto on his coach, as it stood 
at the door of the court, while he was perjuring himself 
to betray both. Thus we are in the condition of pa- 
tients, who have physic sent them by doctors at a dis- 
tance, strangers to their constitution and the nature of 
their disease : and thus we are forced to pay five hun- 
dred per cent, to decide our properties : in all which we 
have likewise the honour to be distinguished from the 
whole race of mankind. 

Ab to the improvement of land; those few, who at-, 
tempt that or planting, tlirough covetousness, or want of 
skill, generally leave things worse than they were ; nei- 
ther succeeding in trees nor hedges ; and by running into 
the fiancy of grazing, after the manner of the Scythiaii% 
are every day depopulating the country. 

We are so far irom having a king to reside among us^ 
that even the viceroy is generally absent four fifths of 
Mb time in the government.*' 

No strangers from other countries make this a part of 
their travels ; where they can expect to see nothing but 
scenes ctf misery and desolation. 

Those who have the misfortune to bff bom here, have 
the least title to any considerable employment ; to which 
they are seldom preferred, but upon a political eonsi' 
deration. 



* Soon ailer ibis was wfitCen, « ehftn^e in this psriieular took 
flaee; and the viccror hat dace unmHy ttiMed is liekinA, dtirii^ 
tk§ wbole tine of bis govenuneat Jf, 
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One third part of tlie rents of Ireland is spent in £ii|^ 
land ; which, with the profit of employments, pensions, 
appeals, journies of pleasure or health, education at the 
inns of court and both universities, remittances at plea- 
sure, the paj of all superior officers in the army, and 
other incidents, will amount to a full half of the income 
of the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We arc denied the liberty of coining gold, silver, or 
even copper. In the Isle of Man they coin their own 
silver ,• every petty prince, vassal to the emperor, can 
coin what money he pleases. And in this, as iu most of 
the articles already mentioned, we ai-e an exception to 
all other states or monarchies, that were ever kuown io 
the world. 

As to the last, or fourteenth ailicle, we take special 
care to act diametrically contrary to it iu the whole 
course of our lives. Both sexes, but especially the wo- 
men, despise and abhor to wear any of their own manu- 
factures, even those which are better made than in other 
countries ; particularly a sort of silk plaid, throufi^ 
which the workmen are forced to run a kind of gold 
thread that it may pass for Indian. Even ale and po^ 
tatoes are imported from England, as well as corn ; and 
our foreign trade is little more than importation of 
Fi'encli wine, for which I am told we pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true (upon which I could easily 
enlarge) I should be glad to know, by what secret met 
thod it is, that we grow a rich and flourishing people, 
without liberty, trade, manufactures, inhabitants, money, 
or the privilege of coining ; without industry, labour or 
improvement of land ; and with more than half the rent 
and profits of the whole kingdom annually exported, for 
which we receive not a single farthing : and to make up 
all this, nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of 
Ihe North, a trade casual, corrupted, and at mercy ; and 
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MMne butter iirom Cork, If i^e do flourisb, it must he 
against every law of nature and reason ; like the thorn 
at Glastonbury, that blossoms in the midst of winter. 

Let the worthy commissioners, who come from Eng- 
land, ride round the kingdom, and observe the face of 
nature, t>r the face of the natives ; the improvement of 
the land ; the thriving numerous plantations ; the noble 
Woods; the abundance and vicinity of country seats; 
the commodious farmers' houses and bams ; the towns 
and villages, where every body is busy, and thriving 
with all kind of manufactures; the shops full of goods 
wrought to perfection, and filled with customers ; the 
comfortable diet, and dress, and dwellings of the peo- 
ple ; the vast number of ships in our harbours and 
docks, and shipwrights in our seaport towns ; the 
roads crowded with carriers, laden with rich manufac- 
turers; the perpetual concourse to and fro of pompoiir 
equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would those gentle- 
men return from so delightful a progress? what glo- 
rious reports would they make when they went back to 
England ? 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony 
longer : for it is manifest, that whatever stranger took 
such a jouraey, would be apt to think himself travelling 
in Lapland orTsland, rather than iu a country so fa- 
voured by nature as ours, both in fruitfulness of soil and 
temperature of climate. The miserable dress, and diet, 
and dwelling of the people ; the general desolation in 
most parts of the kingdom ; the old seats of the nobility 
and gentry all in ruins, and no new ones in their stead ; 
the famines of farmers, who pay great rents, living in 
Ulth and nastiness upon buttermilk and potatoes, without 
a shoe or stocking to their feet, or a house so convenient 
as an English hog-sty to receive them. These indeed 
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maybe comfbriabk sights to an Engliflh spectator; yih$ 
comes for a short time, only to learn the hugaage, and 
returns back to his own country, whither be fincb allhb 
vealth transmitted. 

Nostra miseria magna est 

There is not one ai^^ment used to prove the riches of 
Ireland, irhich is not a logical demonstration of its po> 
verty. The rise of our rents is sqeezed out of the veiy 
bfood, and Titals, and clothes, and ditellings of the te- 
nants, who live worse than Engiisli beggars. The lov- 
ness of interest, in all other countries a sign of wealth, 
is iu us a proof of misery ; there being no trade to em* 
ploy any borrower. Hence alone comes the deamess of 
land, since the savers have no other way to lay out thdr 
money : hence the dearness of necessaries of life,: be- 
cause the tenants cannot afford to pay such eztravagaot 
rates for land (which they must take or go a begging) 
If ithout raising the price of cattle, and of com, althougii 
themselves sliould live upon chaff. Hence our iocrease 
of building in this city ; because workmen have nothim 
to do but to employ one another, and one half of them 
are infallibly undone. Hence the daily increase of 
bankers, who may be a necessary evil in a trading 
country, but so ruinous in ours ; who, for their private 
advantage, have sent away all our silver, and one third 
of our gold ; so that within three years past the niDning 
cash of the nation, which was about five hundred 
thousand pounds, is now less than two^ and roust daily 
diminish, unless we have liberty to coin, as well as 
that important kingdom, the Isle of Man, and the mean- 
est principality in the Germau empire, as I have before 
observed. 
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I luere Kunetiiiies thought, that this paradox of the 
kingdom's growing rich, is chiefly owing to those worthjr 
j^eatlflDfien the BANKERS $ who except some custon- 
bouie cfficen, birds of passage, oppressive thrifij 
squires, and a few others who shall be nameless, are 
the only thriving people among us : and I have often 
wished, that a law were enacted to hang up half a 
dozen bankers every year, and thereby interpose, at 
least some short delay to the farther xtiin of Ireland. 

Ye are idle, ye are idle, answered Pharoah to the 
Israelites, when they complained to his majesty, that 
they were forced to make bricks without straw. 

England enjoys every one of those advantages for en- 
riching a nation, which I have above enumerated ; and, 
into the bargain, a good million returned to them every 
year without labour or hazard, or one farthing value 
received on our side : but how long we shall be able 
to condnue the payment, I am not under the least con- 
cern. One thing I know, that when the hen is starved 
to deadi, there will be no more golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhospitable, and others may call it 
a subtle piece of malice, that because there may be a 
dozen families in this town, able to entertain their Eng- 
lish fri^ds in a generous manner at their tables, their 
|;uests upon their return to England shall report, that 
we wallow in riches and luxury. 

Yet, I confess, I have known an hospital, where all 
the household officers grew rich ; while the poor, for 
whose sake it was built, were almost starving for want 
of food and raiment. 

To conclude ; if Ireland be a rich and flourishing 
kingdom, its wealth and prosperity must be owing to 
certain causes, that are yet concealed from the whole 
race of mankind; and the effects are equally invisible. 
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We need not wonder at strangers, when ihe^ deKrep 
gnch paradoxes ; but a native and inhabitant of thia 
kingdom, who gives the same verdict, must be either 
ignorant to stupidity, or a manpteaser at the expense «f 
ax honour, conscience, and truth. 
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THE STORT 

OF 

AN INJURED LADY; 

WRITTEN BY HERSELF, 

IN A L£TT£B TO HER FAIENB* 

WITH Hia ANSWf». 



SIR, 

Bbiho ni^ofid by the ioeeDttaiicy tad unldDdnen of 
aloT£C,.I hope a true andrplaiii lelataoD of my misfor- 
times may. be of lue and wamiiig to credulous maicb, 
neT^er to put too mucb tnisl in deceitftd man. 

A geoUemaa* in the uesighbottchood had two mistrei- 
se% another aod myiseV^ aad he (Hreteoded honourable 
love to us both. Our three houses stood pretfy near 
one another; his was purted Grom mine by a river^ and 
from my rival's by an old broken wall.|t But before! 
enter into the particulan <^ this gentleman's hard usage 
of me, I will give a very just and impartial diaracter tf 
my rival and my sd^ 

As to her person, she is tall: and lean, and veiy ffli 
shaped; she has bad features, and a worse complexion 

* Ensland. H. f Scotland and Ireland. H, 

I The Irish Bea. H. il The Pfcts wall. H. 
V0£. XII. O 
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ehe has a stinking breath, and twenty ill smells about her 
besides; which are yet more unsufferableby her natmrri 
sluttishness ; for she is always loui^, and never without 
the itch. As to her other qualities, she has no reputation 
either for virtue, honesty, truth, or manners ; and it is 
no wonder, cooddering what her education has been. 
Scolding and cursing are her common conversation. To 
sum up all ; she is poor and beggarly, and gets a aony 
maintenance by pilfering wherever she comes. As for 
this gentleman, who is now so fond of her, she still bears 
him an invincible hatred ; reviles him to his laee, and 
rails at him in all companies. Her house is firequented 
by a company of rogues, and thieves, and pidcpockets^ 
whom she encourages to rob his henroosts, steal his com 
and cattle, and do him all manner of mischief. She has 
been known to come at the head of these rascals^ and 
beat her lover until he was wre from head to foot, and 
then force him to pay for the trouble she was at Once 
attended with a crew of ragamuffins, she broke into his 
house, turned all things topsyturvy, and then set it on 
fire. At the same time she told so many Kesaoiong his 
servants, that it set them all by the ears^ and his poor 
steward* was knocked on the head ; for which I tUnk, 
and so does all the country, that she ought io be answer- 
able. To conclude her character ; she Is of a diflerent 
religion, being a presby terian of the most rank and viOi^ 
lent kind, and consequently having an inveterate hatred 
io the church ; yet I am sure, I have been always told, 
that in marriage there ought to be a uuion of minds M 
well as of persons. 

I will now give my own character, and shall do it la 
few words, and with modesty and truth. 

•Charles I. U. 
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I was reckoned to be as handsome as any in our neigh- 
bourhood, until I became pale and thin with grief and ill 
usage. I am still fau* enough, and have, I think, no very 
ill feature about me. They that see me now will hard- 
ly allow me ever to have had any great share of beauty ; 
/or, beside being so much altered, I go always mobbed, 
and in an undress, as well out of neglect, as indeed for 
want of clothes to appear in. I might add to all this, 
that I was bom to a good estate, although it now tums^ 
to little account under the oppressions I endure, and has 
been the true cause of all my misfortunes. 

Some years ago, this gentleman, taking a fancy either 
to my person or fortune, ma!de his addresses to me; 
which, being then young and foolish, I too readily admit- 
ted ; he seemed to use me with so much tenderness, and 
his conversation was so very engaging, that all my con- 
stancy and virtue were too soon overcome : and to dwell 
no longer upon a theme that causes such bitter reflec- 
tions, I must confess with shame, that I waif undone by 
thd common arts practised upon all easy credulous vir- 
gins, half by force, and half by consent, after solemn 
vows and protestations of marriage. When he had once 
got possession, he soon began to play the usual part of a 
too fortunate lover, affecting on all occasions to show his 
authority, and to act like a conqueror. First, he found 
fault with the government of my family, which I grant 
was none of the best, consisting of ignorant illiterate 
creatures ; for at that time I knew but little of the world. 
In compliance to lum, therefore, I agreed to fall into hb 
ways and methods of living; I consented that his stew- 
ard should govern my house, and have liberty to employ 
^n under steward,^ who should receive his directionB, 

* TlielordlieatenBQt Hi 
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My lover proceeded farther, turned away several old 
servants and tenants, and supplying me with others from 
his own house, these grew so domineering and unreason- 
able) that there was no quiet, and I heard of nothing bat 
perpetual quatrels, which although I could not possibly 
help, yet my lover laid all the blame and punisliment 
upon me ; and upon every falling out, still turned away 
more of my people, and supplied me in their stead with 
a number of fellows and dependants of his own, whom he 
had no other way to provide for. Overcome by love, 
and to avoid noise and contention, I yielded to all his 
usurpations; and finding it in vain to resist,! thought 
it my best policy to make my court to my new servants, 
and draw them to my interests : I fed them from my own 
table with the best I had, put my new tenants on the 
choice parts of my land, and treated them all so kindly, 
that they began to love me as well as their master. In 
process b^pie all my old servants were gone, and I had 
not a creatVfe about mc, nor above one or two tenants 
but what were of his choosing ; yet I had the good Id^k 
by gentle usage to bring over the greatest part of tliem 
to my side. When my lover observed this, be began to 
alter his language ; and to those who inquired about roe^ 
he would answer, that I was an old dependant upon his 
family, whom he had placed on some concerns of his 
own ; and he began to use me accordingly, neglecting 
by degrees all common civility in bis behaviour. I 
^all never foiget the speech he made me one morning', 
which he delivered with all the gravity in the wcnrld. 
He put me in mind of the vast obligations I lay under 
to him in sending me so many of his people for my own 
good, and to teach me manners : that it had cost inm ten 
times more than I was worth to maintain me : that it 
had been much better for him if 1 had been damned, or 
burnt, or sunk to the bottom of the sea : that it was rea- 
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soDable I should strain myself as far as I vrzs able to ret 
imbui'se him some of his charges ; that from hencefor* 
ward he expected his word should be a law to me in all 
things: that I must maintain a parish watch against 
thieves and robbers, and give salaries to an overseer, a 
constable, and ot[icrs, all of his own choosing, whom he 
would send from time to time to be spies upon me : that 
to enable me the better in supporting these expenses, my 
tenants should be obliged to carry all their goods cross 
the river to his own town mai-ket, and pay toll on both 
sides, and then sell them at half value. But because we 
were a nasty sort of people, and that he could not endure 
to touch any thing we had a hand in, and likewise, be- 
cause he wanted work to employ his own folks, there- 
fore we must send all our goods to bis market just in 
their naturals ; the milk immediately from the cow, with-^ 
out making it into cheese or butter ; the corn in the 
ear ; the grass as it is mowed ; the wool as it comes from 
the sheep's back ; and bring the fruit upon the branchy 
that he might not be obliged to eat it after our filthy 
hands ; that if a tenant carried but a piece of bread and 
cheese to eat by the way, or an inch of worsted to mend 
his stockings, he should foifeit his whole parcel : and be- 
cause a company of rogues usually plyed on the river 
between us, who often robbed my tenants of their goods 
and boats, he ordered a waterman of his to guard them, 
whose manner was to be out of the way until the poor 
wretches were plundered ; then to overtake the thieves, 
and seize all as a lawful prize to his master and himself.- 
It would be endless to repeat a hundred other hardships 
he has put upon me ; but it is a general rule, that when- 
ever he iniBgines the smallest advantage will redound to 
one of his footboys by any new oppression of me and my 
whole family and estate, he never disputes it a moment. 
All this has rendered mc so very insignificant and con- 
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temptible at home, that some servants, to whom I pay the 
greatest wajjes, and many tenants, vho have the most 
beneficial leases, are gone over to live with him ; yet I 
am bound to continue their wages, and pay their rents ; 
by which means one third part of my whole income is 
spent on his estate, and above another third by his tolls 
and markets ; and my poor tenants are so sunk and impo- 
verished, that instead of maintaining me suitably to my 
quality, they can hardly find me clothes to keep me 
warm, or provide the common necessaries of life for them- 
selves. 

Matters being in this posture between me and my Io> 
ver ; I received intelligence that he had been for some 
time making very pressing overtures of marriage to roj 
rival, until there happened some misunderstandings be- 
tween them ; she gave him ill words, and threatened to 
break off* all commerce with him. He, on the other 
side, having either acquired courage by bis triumphs 
over me, or supposing her as tame a fool as I, thought 
at fii-st to carry it with a high hand ; but hearing at the 
'same time, that she had thoughts of making some private 
proposals to join with me against him, and doubting with 
very good reason, that I would readily accept them, he 
seemed very much disconcerted. This I thought was a 
proper occasion to shoAv some great example of genero- 
sity and love ; and so without farther consideration, I 
sent him word, that hearing there was likely to be a 
quarrel between him and my rival, notwithstanding all 
that had passed, and without binding him to any condi- 
tions in my own favour, I would stand by him against 
her and all the world, while I had a penny in my purse, 
or a petticoat to pawn. This message was subscribed 
by all my chief tenants ; and proved so powerful, that 
my rival immediately grew more tractable upon it The 
roBult of which was, that there is now a treaty of mar« 
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riage* concluded between diem, the wedding clothes are 
bought, and nothing reraaiiis but to perform the ceremo- 
uy, which is put off for some days, because they design 
it to be a public wedding. And to reward my love, 
constancy, and generosity, he has bestowed <M3 me tlie 
o0Gice of being sempstress to his grooms and footmen, 
wliich I am forced to accept or starve. Tet in the midst 
of this my situation, I cannot but have some pity for 
this deluded man, to cast himself away on an infamous 
creature, who, whatever she pretends, I can prove would 
at this very minute rather be a whore to a certain great 
man, that shall be nameless, if she might have her will. 
For my part J tliink, and so does all the country too, 
that the man is possessed ; at least pone of us are able 
to imagine what he can possibly see in her, unless she 
has bewitched him, or given him some powder. 

I am sure I never sought this alliance, and you can 
bear me witness, that I might have had other matches ; 
nay, if I were lightly disposed, I could still perhaps have 
offers, that some, who bold their heads higher, would be 
glad to accept. But alas ! I never had any such wick- 
ed thought; all I now desire is, only to enjoy a little 
quiet, to be free from the persecutions of this unreason- 
able man, and that he will let me manage my own little 
fortune to the best advantage ; for which I will under- 
take to pay him a considerable pension every year, 
much more considerable than what he now gets by his 
oppressions ; for he must needs find himself a loser at 
last, when he has drained me and my tenants so dry, 
that we shall not have a penny for him or ourselves. 
There is one imposition of his I had almost forgot, which 
J think unsui&rable, and will appeal to you or any rea- 
sonable person^ whether it be so or not I told you be- 

t Treaty of Union. H. - 



812 THE ANSWER TO 

fore, that by au old compact we agreed to have the 
same steward ; at which time I consented likewise to re- 
gulate my family and estate by the same method with 
him, which he then showed me written 'down in form» 
and I approved of. Now, the turn he thinks fit to give 
this compact of ours is very extraordinary ; for he pre- 
tends, that whatever orders he shall think fit to prescribe 
ibr the future in his family, ho may, if he will, compel 
mine to observe them without asking my advice, or 
hearing my reasons. So that I must not make a lease 
without his consent, or give any directions for the well 
governing of my family, but what he countermands wbeih 
ever he pleases. This leaves me at such confusioQ and 
uncertainty, that my servants know not when to obey 
me ; and my tenants, although many of them be veiy 
well inclined, seem quite at a loss. 

But I am too tedious upon this melancholy subject 
which however I hope you will forgive, since the hap[»- 
nesB of my whole life depends upon it. I desire yell 
will think awhile, and give your best advice, what mea- 
sures I shall take with prudence, justice, courage, aud 
honour, to protect my liberty and fortune against the 
hardships and severities I lie under from that uukind^ 
inconstant man. 



ANSWER TO THE INJURED LADY. 

Madam, 

I have received your ladysliip's letter, aud care- 
fully considered every part of it, and shall give you my 
opinion how you ought to proceed for your own secure 
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ty. But first I must beg leave to tell your ladyship^ 
that you were guilty of an uupardonable weakness the 
other day, in making that offer to your lover of standing 
by him in any quarrel he might have with your rival. 
You know very well, that she began to apprehend he 
had designs of using her as he had done you ; and com- 
mon prudence might have directed you rather to have 
entered into some measures with her for joiuing agaiost 
him, until he might at least be brought to some reasona- 
ble terms : but your invincible hatred to that lady, has 
carried your resentments so high, as to be the cause of 
your ruin ; yet if you please to consider, this aversion 
of yours began a good while before the became your ri- 
val, and was taken up by you and your family in a sort 
of compliment to your lover, who formerly had a great 
abhorrence of lier. It is- true, since that time you have 
suffered very much by her encrpachments upon your 
estate, but she never pretended to govern and direct 
you; and now you have drawn a new enemy upon 
yourself; for I think you may count upon all tlie ill 
offices she can possibly do you by her credit with her 
husband ; whereas, if instead of openly declaring against 
her without any provocation, you had but sat still a 
while, and said nothing, that gentleman would have les- 
sened his severity to you out of perfect fear. This 
weakness of yours you call generosity ; but I doubt 
there was more in the matter: in sliort, madam, I have 
good reasons to think you were betrayed to it by the 
pernicious counsel of some about you : for to my certain 
knowledge, several of your tenants and servants^ to 
whom you have been very kind, are as arrant rascals as 
any in the country. I cannot but obsei-ve what a mighty 
difference there is, in one particular, between your lady* 
ship and your rival. Having yielded up your persoa, 

you thought nothing else worth defending, and therefore 

o 2 
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you will not now insist upon those very conditioDs, for 
ivhich you yielded at first. But your ladyship caniiot 
be ignorant, that some years since, your rival did the 
same thing, and upon no conditions at all ; nay, this gen- 
tleman kept her as a miss, and yet made her pay for 
her diet and lodging. But, it being at a time when he 
had no steward, and his family out of order, she stole 
away, and has now got the trick very well known among 
the women of the town, to grant a man the favour over 
night, and the next day have the impudence to deny it 
to his face. But it is too late to reproach you with any 
former oversights, which cannot now be rectified. I 
know the matters of fact, as you relate them, are true and 
fairly represented. My advice therefore is this: get 
your tenants together as soon as you conveniently can, 
and make them agree to the following resolutions : 

First. That your family and tenants have no depen- 
dcnce upon the said gentleman^ farther than by the old 
agreement, which obliges you to have the same steward, 
and to regulate your household by such methods as you 
should both agree to. 

Secondly. That you will not caiTy your goods to the 
market of his town, unless you please, nor be hindered 
from canying them any where else. 

Thirdly. That the servants you pay wages to shall 
live at home, or forfeit their places. 

Fourthly. That whatever lease you make to a tenant, 
it shall not be in hb power to break it. 

If he will agree to these articles, I advise you to coo- 
tribute as largely as you can to all charges of pariah 
and county. 

I can assure you, several of that gentlemao s ablest 
tenants and servants are against his severe usage of 
yoUf and would be glad of an occasion to coDvioct 
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Ae rest of their en'or, if jou -will not be wanting to 
yourself. 

If the gentleman refuses these just and reasonable 
offers, pray let me know it, and perhaps I may think of 
flomething else that will be more effectual. 

I am, Madam, 

Your ladyship's, 6^, 



:\.' 
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ON 



BARBAROUS DENOMINATIONS 



IN IRELAND. 



I72B. 

Sir, 

I HATE beeo lately lookiog over the adrertiseinents 
ill some of your Dublin newspapers, vhich are sent me 
to the country; and was much entertained with a Ivr^ 
list of denominations of lands, to be sold or let. I am 
confident they must be genuine; for it is impossible 
that either chance, or modern invention, could sort the 
alphabet in such a manner, as to make those abomina- 
ble sounds ; whether frrst invented to invoke or firight 
away the devil, I must leave among the curiouB. 

If I could wonder at any thing barbarous, ridicu- 
lous, or absurd among us, this should be one of the first. 
I have ollen lamented that Agricola, the father-in-law of 
Tacitus, was not prevailed on by that petty king from 
Ireland, who followed his camp, to come over and civi- 
lize us with a conquest, as his countrymen did Britain, 
where several Roman appellations remain to this day ; 
and so would the rest have done, if that inundation of 
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Angles, Saxoos, and other nortbern people, bad not 
changed them 6o much for the worse, although in no 
comparison with ours. In one of the advertisements 
just mentioned, I encountered near a hundred words to- 
gether, which I defy any creature in human shape, ex- 
cept an Irishman of the savage kind, to pronounce ; 
neither would I undertake such a task, to be owner of 
the lands, unless I had liberty to humanize the syllables 
twenty miles round. The legislature may think what 
they please, and that they are above copying the Ro- 
mans in all their conquests of barbarous nations; but I 
am deceived, if any thing has more contributed to pre- 
vent the Irish from being tamed, than this encourage- 
ment of their language, which might be easily abolished 
and become a dead one in half an age, with little ex- 
pense, and less trouble. 

Uow is it possible that a gentleman, who lives in 
those parts where the ionm-iands (as, they call them) of 
•his estate produce such odious sounds from the mouth, 
the throat, and the nose, can be able to repeat the words 
without dislocating everymuscle that is used in speak- 
ing, and without applying the same tone to all other 
words, in every language he understands : as it is plainly 
to be observed, not only in those people, of the better 
sort, who live in Gallway and the western parts, but 
in most counties of Ireland ? 

It is true, that in the city parts of London, the trad- 
ing people have an alTected manner of pronouncing ; 
and 80, in my time, had many ladies and coxcombs at 
court. It is likewise true, that there is an odd provin- 
cial cant in most counties in England, sometimes not 
very pleasing to the ear : and the Scotch cadence, as 
well as expression, are ofTeosive enough. But none of 
these defects derive contempt to the speaker : whereas, 
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irhat Ti*e call the Irish brogve^ is no fiooner discovered, 
than it makes the deliverer, in the last degree, ridicu- 
lous and despised ; and, from such a mouth, an English- 
man expects nothing but bulls, blunders, and follies. 
Neither does it avsul whether the censure be reasonable 
or not, since the fact is always so. And, what is yet 
worse, it is too well known, that the bad consequence of 
this opinion affects those among us who are not the least 
liable to such reproaches, farther than the misfortune of 
being bom in Ireland, although of English parents, 
and whose education has been chiefly in that king- 
dom. 

I have heard many gentlemen among us talk much>of 
the great convenience to those who live in the country, 
that tliey should speak Irish. It may possibly be so : 
but, I think, they should be such who never intend to 
visit England, upon pain of being ridiculous ; for I do 
not remember to have heard of any one man that spoke 
Irish, who had not the accent upon his tongue easily dif- 
cemable to any English ear. 

But I have wandered a little from my subject, which 
was only to propose a wish that these execrable denomi- 
nations were a little better suited to an English mouth, 
if it were only for the sake of the English lawyers; wIns 
in trials upon appeals to the house of lords, find so much 
difficulty in repeating the names, that if the plaintiff* or 
defendant were by, they would never be able to discover 
which were their own lands. But, beside this, I would 
desire, not only that the appellations of what they call 
tarvnrlands were changed, but likewise of larger districts^ 
and several towns, and some counties ; and particularlj 
the seats of country gentlemen, leaving an alias to solve 
all difficulties in point of law. But I would by no 
means trust these alterations to the owners themselves^ 



IN IRELAND. 819 

vbo, as they are generally no great clerks, so they seem 
to have no large vocabulary about them, nor to be well 
skilled in prosody. The utmost extent of their genius 
lies in naming their country habitation by a hill, a 
mount, a brook, a burrow, a castle, a bawn, a ford, and 
the like ingenious conceits. Yet tliese are exceeded by 
others, whereof some have continued anagram atical ap- 
pellations, from half their own and their wives' names 
joined together : othei-s only from the lady ; as, for in- 
stance, a person, whose wife's name was Elizabeth, calls 
his seat by the name of Bess-boron. There is likewise 
a fnmous town, where the worst iron in the kingdom is 
made, and it is called SwandUngbar. The original of 
which name I shall explain, lest the antiquaries of fu- 
ture ages might be at a loss to derive it. It was a most 
witty conceit of four gentlemen, who ruined themselves 
with this Iron project. Sw. stands for Swjft, And. for 
Sanders, Lang, for DarUttg, and Bar. for Barry. Me- 
thinks I see the four loggerheads, sitting in consult, like 
Smcctymnuus, each gravely contributing a part of his 
own name, to make up one for their place in the iron 
work ; and could wish they had been hanged, as well as 
undone, for their wit. But I was most pleased with the 
denomination of a town-land, which I lately saw in an 
advertisement of Pue's paper : " This is to give notice, 
that the lands of Douras, alias WniQ-Boraughy &c" 
Now this zealous proprietor, having a mind to record 
his principles in religion or loyalty to future ages, with- 
in five miles round him, for want of other merit, thought 
fit to make use of this expedient ; wherein he seems to 
mistake his account : for this distinguishing term whig 
had a most infamous original, denoting a man who fa- 
voured the fanatic sect, and an enemy to kings, and so 
continued till the idea was a little Boftened, soine yean 
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after the revolution, and during a part of her late majes- 
ty^s reign. After which it was in disgrace until the 
queen's death, since which time it has indeed flourished 
with a witness : but how long it will continue so, in our 
variable scene, or what kind of mortal it may describe, 
is a question wliich this courtly landlord is not able to 
answer* And therefore he should have set a date on 
the title of his borough, to let us know what kind of 
creature a whig was in that year of our Lord. I would 
rtadily assist noroenclators of this costive imagination; 
and therefore, I propose, to others of the same wx^ in 
thinking, that, when they are at a loss about christening 
a country seat, instead of straining their invention, they 
would call it Booby-hormigh, Fool-brook^ Puppt^ard, 
Coxconib-halli Mount-loggerhead, Dunce-hill ; which 
are innocent appellations, proper to express the talents 
of the owners. But I cannot reconcile myself to the 
pitidence of this lord of Vf^iGrhorough, because I have 
not yet beard, among the presbyterian squires, how 
much soever their pei-sons and principles are in vogue, 
that any of them have distinguished their country abode 
by the name of Mount-regicide, Couenantrhall, FanaiiC' 
hilly Roundhead-bawn, Canting-brook, or Mount-rebeif 
and the like : because there may probably come a time 
when those kind of sounds may not be so grateftil to the 
cars of the kingdom. For I do not conceive it would 
be a mark of discretion, upon supposing a gentleman, iu 
allusion to his name, or the merit of his ancestors, to call, 
bis house Tybum'hall. 

But the scheme I would propose, for changing the de- 
nominations of land into legible and audible syllables, 
is by employing some gentlemen in the university; 
who, by the knowledge of the Latin tongue, and their 
judgment in sounds, might imitate the Romao way. 
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bj traoslatiog those hideous words into their Ebglish 
meanings, and altering the terminatioa where a bare, 
translation will not form a good cadence to the ear, or be. 
easily delivered from the mouth. And when both these 
means happen to fail, then to name the parcels of land 
from the nature ef the soil, or some peculiar circum* 
stance belonging to it; as, in England, Fam-ham^ 
Oat-lands^ Black-heathy Com-hufy^ Bye-gate^ Ash* 
hurnham, Barnrelnis, CoU-arton^ Sand-mch^ and many 
others. 

I am likewise apt to quarrel with some titles of lords 
among us, that have a very ungracious sound, which are 
apt to communicate mean 4deas to those who have not 
the honour to be acquainted with their persons or their 
virtues, of Avhom I have the misfortune to be one. But 
I cannot pardon those gentlemen, who have gotten titles 
since the judicature of the peers among us has been taken 
away, to which they all submitted with a resignation that 
became ^ood Christians, as undoubtedly they are. How- 
ever, since that time, I look upon a graceful harmonious 
title to be at least forty per cent, in the value intrinsic of 
an Irish peerage : and, since it is as cheap as the worst, 
for any Irish law hitherto enacted in England to the 
contrary, I would advise the next set, before they pass 
their patents, to call a consultation of scholars and mun- 
cal gentlemen, to adjust this most important and essential 
circumstance. The Scotch noblemen, though bom al- 
most under the north pole, have much more tunable ap- 
pellations, except some very few, which I suppose, were 
given them by the Irish, along with their language, at the 
time when that kingdom wks conquered and planted 
from hence; and, to this day, retain the denomina- 
tions of place, and surnames of Deunilies, as all historians 
agree. 
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I should likewise Dot be sorry, if the names of some 
bishops sees were so much obliged to the alphabet, that 
upon proDouDcing them, we might contract some venera- 
tioD for the order and persons of those reverend peers, 
which the gross ideas sometimes joined to their titles are 
Tery unjustly apt todiminifih* 
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SHORT REMARKS 

ON 

BISHOP BURNET'S HISTORY. 



This author is in most particulars the worst qualified 
for an historian that ever I met with. His style is rougbi 
full of improprieties, in expressions often Scotch, and of- 
ten such as are used hj the meanest people.* He dbco- 
vers a great scarcity of words and phrases, by repeating 
the same several hundred times, for want of capacity to 
▼ary them. His observations are mean and trite, and 
very often false. His Seci*et History is generally made 
np of coflfeehouse scandals, or at best from reports at the 
third, fourth, or fifth hand. The account of the preten- 
der's birth, would only become an old woman in a chim- 
ney-corner. His vanity runs intolerably through the 
whole book, affecting to have been of consequence at nine- 

* Uif owD opinion, however, was very diflerent, as appears by the 
original MS. of his Hi^ry, wherein the following lines are legible, 
though among those which were ordered not to be printed : ** And if 
I have arrived at any faculty of writing clear and correctly, I owe 
that entirely to them [Tillotson and Uoyd ;] for as they joined with 
Wilkins in that noble though despised attempt of an Universal Cha- 
racter, and a Philosophical Language, they took great pains to ob- 
.oerve all the common errors of language in general, and of ours in par* 
ticular. And in drawing the tables for that work, which was Lloyd's 
province, he looked &rther into a natural purity and simplicity of 
style, than any man I ever knew. Into ail which he led me, and so 
helped me to any measure of exactness of writing, which may be 
thought to belong to me.*' The above was originally designed to 
have foUowed the words " I knew from them,'' vol. i, p. 191, 1. 7, f<^. 
«d. near the end of A. D. 1661. N. 
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teen years old, and while he was a little Scotch panoD 
of 40 pounds a year. He was a gentleman born, and id 
the time of his jouth and vigour, drew in an old maiden 
daughter of a Scotch earl to marry him. His characters 
are miserably wrought, in many tilings mistaken, and all 
of them detracting,* except of those who were friends to 
the presby terians. That early love of liberty he boasts 
of is absolutely false ; for the first book that I believe he 
ever published, is an entire treatise in favour of passive 
obedience and absolute power ; so that his reflections on 
the clergy, for asserting, and then changing those princi- 
ples, come very improperly from him. He is the most 
partial of all writers that ever pretended so much to im- 
partiality ; and yet I, who knew him well, am convinced 
that he is as impartial as he could possibly find in his 
heart ; I am sure more than I ever expected from him ; 
particularly in his account of the papist and fanatk 
plots. This work may be more properly called, A Hur 
tory of Scotland during the author^s time, with some di- 
gressions relating to England, rather than deserve the 
title he gives it. For I believe two thirds of it relate 
only to that beggarly nation, and their insignificant bran- 
gles and factions. What he succeeds best in is in giving 
extracts of arguments and debates in council or parlia- 
ment. Nothing recommends his book but the recency 
of the facts he mentions, most of them being still in me- 

* Many of which were stricken through with his own hand,, but left 
legible in the MS.; which he ordered in his last will, ** bii executor 
to print faithfully as he left it, without adding, suppreoing, or alter- 
ing it in auy particular.^* In the second volume, judge Burnet, tkc 
bishop*8 son and executor, promises that " tlic original manuKript of 
both volumes shall be deposited in the Cotton Library.** But thii 
promise does not appear to have been fulfilled; at least Ucertainly was 
not in 1736, when Two Letters were printed, addressed toThomai 
Burnet, Esq- In p. 8 of the second letter, the writer asserted, that be 
had in his own possession ** an autheutic* and complete collection of 
the castrated passages.** N. 
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mory, especially the stoiy of the Revolutioa; which, 
however, is Dot so well told as might be expected frcnn 
one who affects to have had so coosiderable a share in it; 
After all, he was a man of generosity and good nature, 
and very communicative ; but, in his ten last years, was 
absolutely party-mad, and fancied he saw popery under 
every bush. He has told me many passages not men- 
tioned in this history, and many that are, but with seve- 
ral circumstances suppressed or altered. He never gives 
a good character without one essential point, that the per- 
son was tender to dissenters, and thought many things in 
the church ought to be amended. 

Setting up for a maxim: Laying danm for a maxima 
Clapt up^ and some other words and phrases, he uses ma- 
ny hundred times. 

CtU out for a Court, a pardoning planet, Clapt t(^, Lrft 
in the lurch, The Mob, Outed, A great beauty. Went 
roundly to Work : All these phrases used by the vulgar, 
show him to have kept mean or illiterate company in Ins 
jouth. 



END OF TOL. JKII. 
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